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Obfervations on the Animal Oceconomy, and on the Caufes and Cure 
of Difeafes. By Fobhn Gardiner, M.D. Prefident of the Royal 
College of Phyficians, and. Fellow of the Reyal Society of 
Edinburgh. 8uo. ‘6s. Longman. . 


Uthors have different objects in view, when they publith 
either their fentiments or obfervations. The young are im- 
pelled by a defire of fame; the elder are pleafed with affuming 
the oraculardignity, and cl aiming the attention due to age, rank, 
or character. The'diffident, in a modeft form, propofe their 
doubts and difficulties, in hopes of initraction ; the vain and 
the confident to filence impertinent pretenders, by a difplay 
of their own amazing acquifitions. But thefe, and the va. 
tious other caufes which are either flightly hinted at, or 
oftentatioufly explained, by different writers, feem to have 
chad little effe&t.on ‘our author, whofe rank, as prefident 
of a refpeétable college,.leads us to form confiderable ex- 
peftations. The little novelty in fome parts of his work, 
the obfcure and imperfe& explanations in others, are nei- 
‘ther confiftent with the ufual ambition of an author, nor 
worthy of Dr. Gardiner’s, character’ and fituation. If he 
thinks his obfervations generally new, we lament the limited 
vextent of his knowlege ; if he has aimed at rendering them 
highly ufeful, we.regret his difappointment. In his preface, 
the prefident feems to think, that one caufe of the flow pro- 
grefs of knowlege arifes from-a luxuriancy of fancy, and a 
livelinefs of imagination, which induces authors to build fyf- 
-tems on ‘ fuperficial and unftable foundations.’ Indeed, from 
-various expréffions, * mifleading the inexperienced ftudent,’ 

* acute, but falfe manner of reafoning,” ‘theoretical difqui- 
-fitions of novelty and ingenuity,’ he feems to aim his fhafts 
at the prefent profeffor of the practice of phyfic. Is it not 
otherwife ftrange that, in difcuffions on the living principle, 
and in condemning the:condué& of former nofologifts, he fhould 
not have once mentioned Dr,-Cullen,- S65 as the author of 
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2 Gardiner’s Ob/ervations on the Animal Oceconomy. 


. fome experiments on the cold produced by evaporation? It 


is much more fo, if it be found.that he had fearcely confidered 
the profeffor’s works on thefe {ubjeéts. His theory of fe- 
vers, and his remarks on the arrangement of the bilious re- 
fnittents, are ftriking proofs of Dr. Gardiner’s inattention, 
either to the Firft Lines, ‘or the Synopfis Nofologiz. But it 
fs not our bufinefs to afcertain the refpeétive property of each 
author: we muft give an account of the contents, and our 
opinion of the execution of the work before us; but, as we 
“fhall have occafion to mention our author’s ‘miftakes, we could 
not avoid this inftance of his want of candour. - 

Dr. Gardiner introduces this volume with fome remarks on 
the vital principle, and the organs by which it is conveyed. 
In the relation of facts, he is generally exa@ ; but his reafon- 
‘ing is generally defective ; and through the wholé, the liv- 
‘ing principle, the principle of life, and life itfelf, are fo 
frequently confounded, that the plaineft fubject is obfcured. 
« From the living principle,’ he tells us; in one paflage, ‘ dif- 
fufed through. the /olids and fluids, that principle of life, 
which is coeval with the animalcula in femine, arifes. But, 
though as many exceptions may be made to this fentence as it 
contains words, yet, in another place our author tells us, that 
the action of the heart is the fy vital motion ; and that heat, 
which is infeparable from animal life, is not found: i in an egg, 
previous to incubation, or foon loft.. In this. part, we! have 
not obferved a fingle new fa&, or any remark, which we-can 
tranfcribe, with a view either to the enteftainment or advant- 
age of thereader, The obfervations on Dr. Crawford’s The- 
ory of Animal Heat, have been again and again printed ;> and 
our author’s own fyftem is fo imperfe&, as fcarcely. to deferve 
the name. In fa&, it confilts chiefly of fomie of :the circum- 
ances which influence the heat of animals, and refers the 
whole to the living principle. ‘The intelligent reader will 
recolle& various authors, who have. already made équal ad- 


- vances; and, in mof of them, he will find the feveral faéts 


more perfectly and advantageoufly detailed. 
_. Dr. Gardiner’s language is rendered very obfcure by the 
frequent ufe of the term ftimulus, We underftand the word 
when applied to food, heat, aromatics, and fome kind of 
medicine ; but, when)applicd to opium, ‘and to cold, we ex- 
pected a nice diftinGion,.and. began’ to. apprehend a poifon con- 
cealed under the apparently wholefome aliment ;. to fear; from 
this enemy to theoretical difquifions, of novelty and inge- 
nuity, fomething which refembled a direét and an indirect fti- 
‘mulus. But, after wandering in uncertainty, without the 
{malleft glimmering of a meaning, through two-thirds of his 
nervous phyfiology, we find ‘that ftimulus is only a change 
effected 
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_effected in the ftate of the nerves, by the intervention’of ‘any 

_power whatever. We wili not however ‘dwell: on defects, 
where the difcuffion cannot be rendered advantageous. . On 
the fubjeéts which follow, we imay .atcleaft expe fomething 
more interefting ; but we moft neceffarily obferve, that the 

execution feldom deferves a better charaéter. 

_ The prefident has endeavoured to give the outline of a new 
fyftem of fevers, which, as we have read with more than com- 
mon attention, we fhall endeavour briefly to analyfe. ‘Fevers 
are derived from cold, from miafma, and contagion, or. from 
inoculation. Fever from cold, though not the fimpieft, ‘is 
yet the moft common and obvious, form. It does not arife, 
in our author’s opinion, from the ftoppage of perfpiration, 
but from the ftimulus of cold on the nerves of the furface. 
This change is, by fympathy, conveyed to the glands of the 
bronchiz and ftomach, fo as to vitiate their fecretions, and 
produce the feveral diforders of thefe organs. Confequently, 
though there be a materies morbi, it is not originally received 
ab extra, but formed within the body ; and, though its éva- 
cuation may become of confequence in the progrefs of the 
difeafe, yet its very exiftence may be prevented in the com- 
mencement. In the fecond kind, the fever is produced by a 
fpecific caufe, viz. the miafma and contagion: the tendency 
of the firft, is to produce the remittent-fever; of the fecond, 
the’ jail and hofpital fever. In both inftances the poifon, by its 
being. blended with the air, is conveyed to the faliva, and, with 
it, fwallowed into the ftomach?: “The remittent tendency of 
the miafma is fometimes leffened by its being combined with 
cold, which caufes fevers of a more-continued form ; but the 
conibination of cold is not fo diftin@ly perceived when it Oc- 

_ curs with contagion. Dr. Gardiner feems to hint, that the 
miafma is lefs noxious, in its effects, than the contagion ; and 
that thé difference, in the fevers produced, is owing to the 
comparative mildnefs only. He does not exprefsly fay whe- 
ther the contagion may be produced by a number crowded to- 
gether, without the afliftance of any poifon originally derived 
from the marfh effuvia. The third mode of infeétion by ino- 
culation i3 well known. 

If there be any novelty in this fyftem, -it is in the caufe of 
fevers by cold; though we think that the origin even of this 
opinion might be detected, if the crude ideas of every fyf- 
tem-builder could be eafily retained. But the corner-ftone 

_ fails, and that is fufficient for the deftru&ion of the building. 
The chief and almoft only argument to’ deftroy the common 

_ opinion, that colds arife from a fuppreffion of perfpiration, is 
Keil’s aphorifm, that pesfpiration is xo¢ fuppreifed in catarrhs. 

Bz . He 



































































— —~ 
Se 





— SSS 


~— ——~ 
= 





es “Gardintr’s Obfervations on the Animal Occonomy. 
we means, and can only meaw, that as much ‘weight is infen- 





fibky loft during the continuancé of the complaint, as in an 


equal period ef health; for he had no method of afcertaining 


the comparative evatuation of the fkin and lungs. But the 
common fyftems always fuppofe that. the lofs of one evacu- 
ation is fupplied by the other. We are afhamed of fuch 


trifling ; bat, when prefidents of colleges become authors, 


their rank demands our particular attention. Some indeed 
might expeé to find, in a new theory, the connection between 
the remote and proximate caufe, and again, between that and 
the fymptoms ; but our author is filent on the fubje&. The 
change produced by cold. is flightly paffed over ; the fhiver- 
ing and rigour are fcarcely mentioned; and, though Hoffman 
is quoted, even his fpafmus periphericus is overlooked. Our 
author feems to walk in fear: he looks with horror on either 
fide ; for, while he avoids £ debility,’ by the general term of 
* change,’ he is always in danger of falling into ‘ fpafm.’ 
Words have indeed little power; and Dr. Gardiner is not 
aware, that his Theory very much refembles, in this imperfe& 
outline, the more finifhed picture of Dr. Cullen. In the 
former part, he has inadvertently dropped the ‘ excitement of 
the brain,’ which is a much more exceptionable term than 
either debility or fpafm. 

In the prattice of our author, we meet with little that is 
remarkable. In general, it is fufficiently accurate and juft : 
we fhall only mention one eircunritance, fince it is the confe- 
quence of his theory. Inthe means of preventing fevers from 
miafmata, he ftrongly retommends an emetic, becaufe the 
matter has been taken into the ftomach, but overlooks the ufe 
of a blifter, which Dr. Lind, from whom he has copioufly 
borrowed, thinks equally neceflary. ‘This remedy had no 
connection with his general fyftem. 

‘We have preferred a general analyfis to extraéts, from Dr. 
Gardiner’s work, that we might. have room for one that’may 
appear more interefting. Phyficians have regretted that fir 
John Pringle locked up his annotations in the hands of the 
college ; but the prefident has partly unlocked the door: we 
have a peep only at the treafure'; though, if it be a juft fpe- 
cimen, our regret will be diminithed. Many of the extraéts 
are very trifling; and unlefs under the fanction of a great 
name, would not be attended to. We are told, for inftance, 
that Dr. James allowed his fever-powders to be chiefly ufeful 
as evacuants; he has repeatedly told us the fame. Dr. Huck 
Sanaders and fir John Pringle cured chronic agues by laxa= 
tives ; Senac has already ftrongly infifted on the neceflity of a 
fimelar plan. Mr. Saten told fir John, that the day after 
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inoculation, a needle dipped in the punéture, would com- 
municate the difeafe; a proof, fays Dr. Gardiner, that the 
matter firft aéts as a topical ferment: but this has been the 
opinion of almoft every pra¢titioner fince the publications of 
baron Dimfdale, The following extract is more ufeful. 


‘ Dr. Saunders (formerly Huck), whofe correfpondence with 
fir John Pringle forms a confiderable and valuable part of the 
above annotations, and who, in his obfervations on the nature 
and cure of difeafes, difcovers an uncommon fagacity, informs 
fir John, in one of his letters from the Weft Indies, “ that he 
had obferved a relation between the bilious, yellow, and inter- 
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; 4 fevers, apt to double, and the bloody flux, for they 


were diftempers which prevailed at the fame time, and very 
often changed one into the other, at leaft, in the Weft Indies.” 
And Dr. Turnbull, late phyfician to the factory at Smyrna, ° 
informed fir John Pringle, ‘' that the epidemic fever at Smyr- 
na, of a bilious, putrid, or malignant nature, begins towards 
the end of Augult. They have the fame at Conftantinople, 
but milder, and approaching more to the nature of a regular 
intermittent. At Smyrna, this fever remits at firft, but, if: 
left to nature itfelf, ends in a continued fever. The paroxyf{ms 
begin in the evening, and early in the morning there is a re- 
miffion with a little fweat. The firft paroxy{m begins with a 
pain in the back and rigour, but afterwards none of the ac-_ 
ceflions begin with any cold fit ;’* and farther abfefved, that 
the defcription fir John had°given of the autumnal bilious, re- 
mitting, and intermitting fevers of the camp, and ‘that of 
marfhy countries, anfwered :nearly to theirs of Smyrna.‘ He 
added, ‘* that the, diftemper, difappeared generally about the: 
end of September, but fometimes ran into Oétober, ‘and by 
that means continued about two months. In fome cafes the: 
fever began, in a tertian form,, but more generally in a quo-. 
tidian ; and, if no proper means were ufed, they all ended in 
a continued fever. The duration of each incidental cafe is 
uncertain, there being no critical days, Some grow. yellow 
about ‘the fifth or fixth.day, and that is accounted a very bad 
fign, as-are worms, and the coming on of the fever with a vo-’ 
miting of a greenith or yellowith bile. If the’ufaal vomit of 
emetic tartar, in the advanced ftage of the difeafe,; has no. 
effe&, it isa mortal fign. Jn this fever the. hypochondria are’ 
commonly inflated, and an.uneafinefs is felt by the patient 
when they are preffed. . The,cure of this fever was chiefly ef 
fected by fuch medicines .as cleared the primae Vise, as tartar. 
emetic, laxatives, and clyfters. When the féver remits, the 
cure is Carried on by the bark in the following manners 
RK mellis 3i, camphorae 3i, fimul probe terantur ad folutionem. 
camphorae, dein addé cort. Peruv. pulv. 3i m. f, mafia, | 

fingulis drachmis formentur pilulae N°. xv. capiat aeger omni 
bihorio, remittente febre, Pe .x%. df the patient had time to 
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6. Stack’s Medical Cajes. 


take fifty fuch pillssbefore the acceffion of the next. paroxyfin; - 
it, was always an eafier one than: any of the preceding:; -but-f 
he could, in that {pace, take one hundred pills, the fit never: 
returned. When there was a more than ordinary difpofition, to, 
putrefaction, and the pulfe was low, he doubled the quantity. 
of camphire, and with a good effect. He feldom had yt 
tg@ispe. mote, than one ounce of ‘the bark, or an olince and a 
half : he: cured common intermittents in the fame way. The’ 


eating, of meat or fith was apt to. bring on a relapfe with the 
convalefcents.’ , 


“'Thefe authorities are andoabécaly refpectable ; but they 
almoft -vanifh into nothing, when compared with the: nu- 

lerous obfervations, in, different fituations and. yery diftant: 
periods, which conyerge to the fame. point. Many of thefe 
are colleéted by. Dr. Cullen, in his Synopfis Nofologia’. 

. Though. we cannot recommend ‘this work in general, yet, 
in the pradlical part, we find fome exaét defcriptions of dif- 
eafes, and obfervations which; though common, aré. ufeful, 
The difeafes particularly defcribed’ are catarrhs, catarrhal 


fevers, cholera, the bilious remittents, and the more. genuine 
intermittents. 





Medical Cafe awith’ Occaftonal Remarks. oy R. W. Stack, of 
‘Bath, M.D. 800. 23, Johnfon. 


T HIS little pos a will be highly ufeful to the practitioner 

who wifhes to improve his art:: ‘the defcriptions are feem- 
ingly. faithfuli;and the prattice is judicious. But we appre- 
hend Dr, Sta¢k attributes too mach to his medicines, and 
fometimes to-the reputed caufés. The changes happen fo 
often’.on” thofe*days which are ufually ‘diftingdithed by a falu- 
tary teriiinatiot, that we are léd to attribute a great fhare of : 
the cure to the exertions of nature alane. 

The. kérmes mineral, which. i 1s greatly recommended, by out, 
atithor, we know to be a very valuable remedy ;. and:we have: 
trufted i it with, advantage. Yet in’ the cafe; which Dr. Stack 
defcribes, the expeftoration. came am the Sift» day, though in 
apparently defperate circumftances, It is however probable,’ 


that his judicious treatment had‘ a‘ great fhare in the’ event. 


The next cafe-is» a relatidn of what feemed ‘to be nephritic 
fymptoms,. atifing from a four ftomach. In all nephritic cafes, 
thé ftomach’ is*aHefted ; and the fympathy may be reciprocal : 
jh "this the: retain’ was conftantly, relieved by. a Vomit. |. The 
tfifd is’ an 1 inRarice of the bad ¢ ffefts, of fuddenly. ‘checking 
apteeding | from the nofe. “Indeed, the officious interference 
of "fhedicing 13 15,20. no cafe fo injurious as in ftopping an evacu- 

side . @ ation : 
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ations‘ the moft careful attention cannot-always dif cern, when 
it becomes neceflary to check any-difcharge: ; In the fame pa- 
tient,’ a little blood, trickling down, into the ftomach, during 
fleep, caufed the moft alarming fymptoms.. We {hall felect a 
very juft and ufeful practical diftin@ion.: 


*.I think I do not err in-faying, that long filent infpirations, 
and fhort fonorous ‘expirations, may bé confidered, pretty ge- 
nerally, .as diftinguifhing marks of debility, proceeding from a 
difordered, ftomach.: In fach cafes, a cordial medicine might 
afford a. momentary comfort, but expulfion of the opprefling 
load is neceflary to._permanent relief... — 

The, fifth Cafe isan: hiftory of a fever,: with. fome remark. 
able fymptoms, from a worm in the ftomach. ‘The fever was 
indeed peculiar ; but, though its appearance may have been 
affetted by the worm, we do not think that it was the caufe, 
Our ‘reafon is, that: the féever:abated on ‘the 14th day; and it 
feems to have remitted before the worm was. evacuated.’ In 
the;.fame patient, a remarkable. diffolution of the blood fol- 
lowed. This difeafe is called by the Germans ‘ morbus pete- 
chialis fine febre,’ and is no very uncommon occurrence. “The 
feventh and eighth Cafes are proofs of remarkably rapid py- 
trefaction in the living body. In both, the vital principle was 
very much weakened by the deprefling paffions, grief and fear, 
The ninth is fufficiently curious. A nervous atrophy, which 
refifted every. medicine, was brought on: by jealoufy. The 
patient’s hufband, by accident, gave her ‘an.improper me- 
dicine, which, in effet,’ cured the complaint; not by means 
of the remedy, but-from ‘his diftrefs, on account of the mif- 
take: this convinced the lady that fhe was‘yet dear to him, 
The tenth is a cafe of dropfy, from unfufpeced biliary con- 
cretions.. Dr. Stack: thinks ithat thefe calculi are more fre- 
quent'than we commonly fuppofe, and often a remote caufe 

of very different difeafes, 

In the following hiftory, : afthma, anafarca, with a pain and 
ftiffnefs of the knee, feemed to arife from a tenia ;° but we 
with to :tran{cribe the following remark; that it may be more 
generally known, and ‘the diftinétion, if the fymptom be 
really of fervice in that view, better eftablifhed. 


- & A medical gentleman, to whom I communicated this éale, 
informed me that he had attended a young. gentleman, who, at 
different tithes, was affected with pain, itiffnefs, and {welling 
mone of his knees, which did not, at any time, yield to the 
applitations madesufe of, until he happened to void a round 
worm... Soon after, the .pain ufed to quit him very fuddenly, 
and, the {welling and ftiffnefs to. go off gradually, Can the 
doctrine. of fympathies help us to explain this phenomenon ?” 
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$ Medical Communications. Vol. J. 


: The 12th and 13th Cafes thow that fometimes by accident, 
fometimes from more certain caufes, the eruption of the 
inoculated fmall pox may be retarded. In the firft inftance, 
the delay was owing to worms. Some remarks on inoculation 
follow, which feem to have been written in the infancy of the 
operation. They are.not, at prefent, very interefting. The 
ufe of the warm bath, on the repulfion of the {mall pox, is 
now well eftablifhed ; the Cafes, in this pamphlet, were fub- 
joined to the author’s Thefis, printed at Leyden, in 1764. 

‘The Appendix contains the hiftory of a lady who was af- 
fected with an obftinate: coftivenefs, and fome anomalous 
fymptoms. The caufe feemed to be an enlargement of the 
ftomach, and a fcirrhus on the inferior part of it. Dr. Stack 
fufpedied a tenia; but we think every fymptom may be fa- 
tisfactorily explained, from the weight and preflure of the 
tumour, 

We muft difmifs this little work ‘with our approbation ; 
and“can only with, that the author’s health and avocations 
may*permit him. to enlarge it. Twenty years of practice muft 
{urely have furnifhed a much greater variety. 


di... 
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GINCE the principal fupports of the ‘ Medical Obfervations’ 
are removed, we may probably confider this work as a 
pheenix arifing from the afhes of its predeceffor. If fo, our 
regret will be, in,fome meafure, diminifhed ; for, though 
the fucceffor follows its parent with unequal fteps, yet it fol- 
lows at no great diftance. We fee, with pleafure, the afpiring 
attempts of thofe who laudably aim at being diftingnithed ; 
and if they are, in a few. inftances, crude or leis correé&t thar 





‘we wifhed, they exhibit ftriking proofs of diligence and atten- 


tion, frequently of learning and genius. In this new under- 
taking, it will be no oufelefs tafk to trace the outlines by which, 

in our opinion, their future efforts may be moft faccefsfully 
direéted. : 

The great objeét of thefe occafional authors, feems to be 
the accumulation of cafes, new, extraordinary, and furprifing. 
It. is an old obfervation, that hiftories of this kind are more 
curious than ufeful ; and, if they are ever admitted, it, fhould 
be only where a-very accurate hiftory of the preceding com- 
plaints can be collefted, and where they can be ultimately 
conneéted by the fubfequent appearances on diffection. This 
connection has been feldom attended to in Bonetus and Lieu- 
taud : we have occafion to regret the want of it fometimes 
even in Morgagni. In general, it is preferved in the prefent 
| volume. 
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volume. It has been frequently wifhed, and indeed it would 
be defirable, that phyficians would record their unfuccefsful 
eafes ; we may add alfo, that they would mention their mif- 
takes and the caufes of the error ; but, though a work of this 
kind would be uféfal, it can hardly be expected: phyficians 
muft indeed ‘fometimes err; yet felf-love always extenwates 
the error ; and an anxiety, which we all feel, to conceal our 
faults, prevents the beft practitioners from mentioning them. 
As hiftories of difeafes are now written, we think ‘that they 
are by no means ‘ufeful; detached facts ‘appear extrabrdinary, 
merely becaufe they are not conneétéed with others; and the 
moft furprifing events would, in fome inftances, fait of ‘fixing 
the attention, if the collateral circumftances were “known. 
Single cafes, however, have frequently ‘an advantage of which 
the author is {carcely aware. He who brings them to fupport 
the credit of a new remedy, or the uf of a: former ‘one, in 
new circumftances, frequently explains to his’ teader what in 
the ardour of improvement he had overlooked. Fatts tpeak 
different languages to different eyes; and, though we oda 
not with-to accumulate them without ‘neceflity, yet, on fome 
occafions, they are of fervice, if ‘hot to the caufe of ‘the au- 
thor, to that of truth. ‘Thofe facts are particularly advan- 
tageous, which elucidate the ee: of eee frequently 
confounded. 

The effects of new recht” ‘ata what ‘is of much. more 
confequence, the circumftances which extend, limit, or-cor- 
re&t the ufe of thofe already:-employed; is dn important: part 
of fimilar colleétions.. On this fubjett, almoft every one caw 
furnith obfervations ; it is only neceflary to’ guard agairift’ the 
warmth, the enthufiafm, of an ‘inventor or improver.° He 
will be beft fecured from fe effects ‘of prepoffeffions, who is 
moft aware of their exiftence.” On ‘this Account, as well as 
many others, the reigning epidemic fhould be always'attended 
to; and there can probably be no articles more important than 
2 fhort relation of the nature of théfe which ‘have occurred 
fince the laft publicaton, and how far they influence ‘thé effect 
of remedies. Few medical men can be ignorant how feldom 
intermittents, a few years fince, yielded tothe’ ‘bark, long 
before the continued fevers afluméd an appearance {6 de- 
cidedly biliou’.”. We attributed much ‘to the’ red’ bark; 
and it was undoubtedly more: efficacious than the common’; 
but, before it was generally employed, the fevers had ‘appeared 
in a very different form, and the common bark Was’ again 
fuccefsful. We therefore fttongly recommend a feries of ob- 
fervations of ‘this kind: if properly digefted, they would 
not be wery excvenfive 5 but, unfortinately; ‘thofe' who are bef 

. able- 
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we fit them, have leat, leifure for the tatk,.; ‘The. lad 
ural hiftory of thofe remedies, which we. receive jin the form 
f reparations, would be alfo highly, 6th S's bre votes 
eb; premifed, the thefe few. Teflections, from a cconvidion 
iP aGliy 5 3 and fhall: now, as ufual, attend to the feveral 
articles in their order... 
Article: I. An Account of the Epidemic. Catarth, of the 
Yea 1782 5, caetbilrd at, the Requeft.of the Society. By Ed- 
ward Gray,, M.D. F.R,S.—The very different accounts .of 
the, inf enza, are ‘brdught,: by. Dr..Gray, into one.connetted 
narrative $: - but, gn this fubje&t, we need not be.diffufe., The 
fam of.) the.whole i is, that, from, May, to.Augoft, 1782). a Cam 
arr thal complai int yvas almoft sniverfal ir in.this kingdom, evi- 
pig Se Poe thenorth eaft, and, infome places, called 
nffian cold. it, was “Aiftinguithed,. from other catarrhs, 
Be its being a very: general: epidemic, and by. the great, debi 
lity. which, attended it... If. Patients. were. irregular in. their 
conduct, . or- improperly treated, . it then, ,apd, then only, bes 
came inflammatory ; ;, but .we-have feen. this change in putrid 
fevers, and even in the true.ulcerated | fore throat, from the fame 
fource. . Its caufe. we. mut, at prefent leave.to: the .pathologif. 
Dr,,Gray: enquires, at : fome, length, and, i in.ger gpinion, unne- 
ceflarily, how far it might be owing to contagion ; for, though 
contazion was. the general, mode: of. communication. yet the 
mia{mata. were certainly, conveyed alfo by, the air... One facts 
not, fingular,. Proves; this, mode., A family, convened: ina 
focial mecting,: i in perfest ths, have before; their feparation 
universally been. infeéted, ,..If it fhould be, fappofed that any 
ong brought it in, theis clothes, . we, may reply, that he would 
probably have been as fyfceptible of infection. an hour before, 
3s. ait, shat time ;,on the contrary, ‘there .feems' to-haye been 
one, general, caufe, | fo fizqng:as-to be irrefiftible;; The fact iss — 
that, like all. other epidemics, the ‘poifon, feems.-to be con 
tained. in the atmofphere ; $; but frequently, though not univer- 
fally, to,require fome exciting caufe, beforg(it, vexerts its. pes 
culiar. ‘deleterious powers. -We,cannot very. efitically éxamine 
each: accounts! byt, in: inftances, we pefceive maccuracies 
and cpniradiGions, thoag! on the wholes the compilation 
merits ous, commendation. |It;.feems to nave, been: generally 
‘Biotin. bk Font DUDA, were, lefs  freqdent .after thé epi- 
arch, than after, afgal, aol. Te uss; itideed, there 
te Genel tuted difference. even at, this, momentiwe meet with 
1 beep Je which are, fly. traced tosthat period: Our 
thoy mentions the circumfance which agnwallyeccurs at St. 
Sas This fecluded illand {ees only an,annual vifitor,: the 


at _ colleéts the rents ; ; but immediately, on his ar-~. 
rival, 
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rival, all the inhabitants aré “affected “with the epidémi¢ cold. 
The fa& is curious; and’ certainly frie, ‘though not new ;"it is 
mentioned by Martin, in his eK of ae Webern’ Iflands, 

and feems to fhew, that the. PHS r caufe of the. é€ idemic, 
is more ‘generally 1 diffafed than t Tefped. In anaes degrees, 
we probably elude its tm in  ausicarnaa ot its, being jha- 
bitual. 

Il, Remarks on . the ielideanp of the Year 198i By, James 
Carmichael Smyth, M.D. F. R.S.—This ‘account came too 
late to be incorporated into the general one, It-is apparently 
accurate, and written with eafe and propriety : indeed’ all Dr. 
Smyth’s communications fhow him to be an intelligent’ prac- 
titioner, and a careful obferver. 

III, An Account of a gouty Body, diffeéted by ‘Henry’ 
 Watfon, F.ROSi—This paper might. require a® Rot com- 
mentary-:.-even' the foul. itfelf; if it indeed refides 4fi'the pineal 
gland, became gouty, or, at leaft, had an uneafy feat, ee. this 
celebrated: protuberance was chatiged into a chalky'matter' this 
appearance feems to fupport the ‘opinion of thofe who confider 
- the'gland as of the lymphatic kind.’ The brain was hard and dry 

and this change will affift the arguments of Dr. Cullen and others, 
who think that méntal difeafes ate connefted with ah Ofgaitical 
affection of the ‘encephalén 3 ‘fér the’ patient had-fink ‘tato'a 
fecond childithnefs fome: ‘time beforé‘his death. ‘Iacthort, ‘not 
only-the joints: “were ftiffened by‘the earthy depofition ; ' “but if 
even. appeafed® between the fkin arid’ the ‘perioftenm-of the 
tibia. The glandular parts were particularly affetted.°. We 
fhall infert dur: author’s opiriion on the nature ‘ofthe: chalk, 
which will ‘at leaft afford fome‘comfort to the gloomy ‘athritic ; 
and, though we with that this Opinion had been fupported by 
a chemical andlyfis, yet we cin’ add, from prattical obfer- 
vation, that we have not feen the gout combined’ with calcu: 
lous complaints, ‘except when, i in ‘confequence of the ‘patient 
having been confined, for fomie weeks, on his back, the blad- 
der has been prevented from entirely difcharging i its tomtents. 

‘Te‘has' beénj-I believe, a. pretty common | opinion, that 
thofe’who have’ gouty coricretions in their joints, are ‘very liz 
ablé'to the ftohe in the bladdér<and kidniés ; ‘as’ if the! ‘dite 
difeafe were generally productive of the other.© 

‘ Is not this pronouncing rather ‘too much ?: for? of all: the 
patients cut in our hofpitals,’ meng women and childrenj::how 
few do we meet with that have oF the flightet ae of 
gout about.shem?....:; IV 

‘ Both the gout and the, flone axe mnt caine ah may 
polibly exilt together, in cone,and the fame. {ubject ; but differ 

_ eflentially 4 in. , their, p ni aterial principfes, . and have, very ‘different 

tendencies, 


‘ The 
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_* The calculous matter:is formed in, the urinary: paflages—. 
the gouty depofits itfelf generally on bones, cartilages, mem-: 
branes, and lymphatic glandg. _ t : 
‘ ¢ The gouty feems to be a kind of earth different from that 
which ‘generally forms a ‘tone inthe urinary bladder ; for it 
never appears lamellated, or to have any kind of ‘nucleus, but 
is white, foft, and uniform throughout; it may’ be: diffolved, 
and being ground down by the motion of a joint, readily 
mixes with the fynovia, forming a {mooth creamy fluid. 
. © The goaty earth is ‘then a kind of greafy bole, which may’ 
eafily be made. to mix, with oil and water, which, in general. 
the calculous, cannot be,made to do; fo that in every refpect, 
in colour, form and confiftence, it feems to differ effentially 
from that Which Jays the foundation, and. caufes the increafe 
of the-ftone in the bladder.’ — = rs 
AV. A, @afe of Proptofis., By Edward Ford,;Surgeon,—’ 
The moft, material fact, in this; article, arifes from the diffec-. 
tion... ‘The caufe of the difeafe in. the /eft eye, was an en-. 
largement, ofthe /cft thalamus -of the optic nerve; and, in, 
its’ progrefs,.it preffed on the right nerve, fo as. to deprive the 
| patient.of the fight of that eyes; which had been;hitherto un-; 
impaired... It'shas been imagined, that the nerves of the eye: 
arife from the fide of the brain oppofite. to that on-which they. 
are, Snally:,diftributed ;..and,-.eyen. thofe who -doubt of this. 
tora] change jof diftribution, ‘as; Monro and others,, yet allow; 
that, the fibres decuffate in their progrefs. But, in this cafe,, 
a confiderable difeafe of one nerve had not the {mallef, effect, 
onthe,otherp, 4. shiny sia. ots wcidty 
_ Vi A fingular Cafe of Hydatids. By Samuel Foart Sim-) 
mons, M.D. F,R.S.—The fac coptainingythe hydatids, or; 
rather the habitation of, the tenia; hydatigena feems to have, 
been the; gall bladder, which was.diftended fo as almoft-to fill, 
the whole.abdomen, . [t then perforated the diaphragm, -and,, 
contracting alittle in its paflage through that mufcle, again 
expanded and filled nearly the left fide of the thorax: in the 
fubftance of the liver was, alfo, a large fac containing ten pints, 
of hydatids,. This cafe. is indeed furprifing, but it furprifes 
rather from the vaft bulk, .which originally arofe from the, 
{mall cyf ufually containing the bile, than from the nature of. 
the contents. Similar facs are more commonly from: the ova-. 
rium ;. but:the! deftruive-avimal, which caufes. fo *great de- 
vaftation, may. appear im any glandular part. «We once faw 
it-arife from the fpleen. =” : 38 4 
VI. Obfervations on that Species of Hemorrhage which is — 
- eccafioned by an Attachment of the Placenta to the Cervix 
Uteri. “By Andrew Douglas, M. D.—Every one, who has 
peactifed Midwifery, knows ‘the diftrefs which this mode of 
Pie ee ak at. 
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attachment occafions to the operator aud the patient, ‘Our 
author propofes immediate delivery, while Mr. Rigby, whom 
we have more than once mentioned, in.our Journal, with re- 
{pe&, advifes us to wait, tll the.os uteri is.fo far. relaxed, in 
confequence of the evacuation, as to admit of dilatation with 
little force.. : Dr. Douglas fupports ‘his opinion, by: infifting 
on the danger which will be the confequence of a confiderable 
-hemorrhage; and the ‘eafe with which: even lacerations of 
‘the cervix uteri commonly Heal. After maturely ballancing 
the inconvenieticies of each fide; ‘we own that we fill think 
Mr. Rigby’s method preferable: though, from’ the delay ne- 
‘ceflary, it will never be a favourite practice with cither the 
patient or the praétitioner. The debility, from hemorrhage, 
is foon reftored: the confequences of irritation, even if ne 
-laceration fhould happen, and it will probably feldom occur, 
-are fometimes difagreeable. We hélieve Dr. Douglas’s mode 
-is the moft common at prefent; and we have not found it fre- 
quently dangerous. : 

VII. An Account of an Aneurifm of the Aorta. By Sa- 
muel Foart Simmons, M. Ds.F. R.S.—The fymptoms, in 
this hiftory, are very clearly related; and they will be of - 
great fervice in diftinguifhing between an. anevrifm of the 
-aorta, and an hydrothorax; for thefe two difeafes, though 
-effentially different, yet frequently produce fymptoms very 
fimilar. The aneurifm was at the anterior part of the curva- 
ture of the great artery. } 

VIII. An Account of a fatal Vomiting, apparently brought 
on by a Difeafe of the Kidneys. - By the late William Keir, 
M.D.—This was an enlargement, rather than a difeafe, of 
the kidney, yet it contained fome § érregular calculi,’ which 
have, in other inftances, frequently occafioned vomiting. The 
. diftin&tion was, in this patient, more difficult, as the {welling 
occafioned a tumour externally, which, from its fituation, 
feemed to be an accumulation of feces in the colon. Our 
author’s refleGions are judicious, and worth preferving. 


‘ The fa&ts which I have ftated admit of ufeful application. 
ft. They afford a proof of a clofer and more extenfive fym- 
pathy between the kidneys and the ftomach.than has generaliy 
been thought to fubfift. It has long been known that the flo- 
mach may be much difordered by difeafes of the kidneys, at- 
tended with inflammation or with violent pain ; but that a ftate 
of thofe organs, accompanied with neither, fhould produce a 
fimilar effect, has not, I think, been commonly imagined. 

© gdly. They may help us to diftinguifh betw-en difeafes of 
the inteftinal canal, and thofe of the kidneys. If ficknefs and 

violent vomiting fhould occur without pain or any fign of in- 

flammation, the canfe of the difeafe, even if co: fipation fhould 

attend, 
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attend,, might with more reafon be fought for in the kidneys 
than in the inteftines ; becaufe the nature and the ftructure of 
the inteftines hardly admit of the fuppofition, that a caufe con- 
fined to them fhould octafion violent vomiting, without ‘affect- - 
ing the part where-it is feated in a violent manner; which it 
can hardly:do without producing a painful contraction, or an 
inflammatory. ftate ; and I know no inftance of.an abftinate vo- 
miting; produced by a diforder of the inteftines, without pain ; 


‘whereas we-are now poflefled of. two cafes, where vomiting 
appears to have been {upported with uncommon obftinacy, by 


a difeafe in the kidneys, without any mark in them either of 
pain or inflammation.’ | | 

IX. On the Efficacy of the Spiritus Vitrioli dulcis, in the 
Cure of Fevers. By. James Carmichael Smyth, M.D. F.R.S. 
—Dr. Smyth confines the ufe of this remedy chiefly to jail or 
hofpital fever, and thinks that it acts as a cordial and diapho- 


‘retic. He. allows it to be one of thofe remedies, whofe ope- 


ration is not-fo decided as to eftablifh its nufe without contro- 
verfy ; but thinks that he has found it advantageous. We 


fhall hint.to Dr. Smyth, that thé cafes, particularly defcribed, 
. are of ‘one epidemic; and the remedy was ufed nearly at a 


time when the crifis might:have been reafonably expected. 
The days, in his'table alfo, are not thofe of the fever, but of 
the employment of his medicine, which occafions an ambi- 
guity, and gives a more favourable appearance of. fuccefs. 


‘But fince the publication*sof :this volume, the few trials we 


have been enabled to make with it, confirm our author’s 


‘opinion. 


X.° A Cafe of Ptyalifm,.apparently occafioned. by a -di- 
minifhed Secretion of Urine. By Samuel Daniel, M.D.— 
This is another inftance of the facility with which nature fup- 
plies the want of an accuftomed evacuation ; and it is no very 


‘uncommon one, in confequence of the ufe of mercury, though 


in the prefent cafe it had not been previoufly employed. 
We fhall finifh this volame in another article. Many of 
the eflays have entertained and inftructed us: if the authors 


. proceed with the fame fpirit, they will deferve encouragement ; 


but they fhould be cautious in the choice of their materials. 
A volume may be eafily filled ; but they fhould aim alfo at 
rendering it valuable, nor fuffer the fancied luftre which pri- 
vate friendfhip may diffufe to claim a preference due‘only to 


accurate obfervations and judicious reafoning. € 


Expe- 
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Esperiments 4 and Obfervations on a new Species of Bark,  Perwihg 
* ©9°¢ts great Efficacy in very fmall Dofes: alfo a comparative. Fiche 
‘of the Powers of the- Red and Quilled Bark, \ By’ Richard 

a ‘Kentifo,, M. Di °8v0. 25. Od» Johnfon. 


JF we confider this. work as. defigned to introduce. a new 
“ fpecies. of bark, it is highly commendable ; in, other.,re- 
ides, it is liable. to exception. »To. the attention and induftey 
‘of Mr. Wilfon, an able apothecary in Henrietta-ftreet, the world 
- Gs much indebted for afcertaining the properties of this parti- 
cular [pecies, which, for various reafons, deferves our attention. 
‘The Caribbxan bark, of which a defcription is, given in:the 
Sixty-feventh Volume of the Philofophical Tranfactions, P+ 504, 
is found both in the Leeward and Windward Iflands: in fome 
of them the tree which produces it-is;common.. . Its, qualities 
are bitternefs and aftringency in an extraordinary degree; but 
it is not in the fame degree antifeptic, In the uf ual dofes of 
bark, it proves emetic and laxative: in fmaller ones, the 
effeéts of the common officinal are obferved, without any very 
inconvenient addition: of the other qualities. If future ex- 
perience fhould fupport the obfervations of our author, it will 
prove a valuable addition to the, Materia Medica, and will 
hold a middle place between the Perawian and Cafcarilla bark. 
‘We know not whether we haye already mentioned the fa@, but 
it is not new, though it occurs in this work, viz. that the 
cincona officinalis is found north of the Equator, in a very 
convenient fituation for exportation; therefore our fupply of 
the ufual remedy will neither be fo {canty or fo precarious as it 
has hitherto béen. 

A great part of this pamphlet confifts of experiments to af- 
certain the gifference between the quilled and the red bark, 
Dr. Kentith prefers the former, becaufe it contains a greater 
quantity of the aftringent principle, which is extratted by 
water, while the latter abounds chiefly in a bitter one, ~con- 
tained in a refinous fubftance. We could fill pages with dif- 
cuffions on this fabject ; but, after all our labour, they would 
be of little value: our author is yet young from the {chools, 
and argues plaufibly, but inconclufively. The bark is com- 
pounded by naturé, and its feveral ‘ingredients, combined, 
produce a given effect. They may be bitters, aftringents, or 
‘any others; but we are at leaft certain’ that we are unable to 
produce fimilar effects from any combination of thefe qualities : 
confequently there is little foundation for any reafoning on the 
nature of the feparate principles. Again, if his arguments 
were juft, the cold infufion fhould be the moft active preparation 
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of the bark; which is not true. We allow that it is frequently 
the moft convenient, though it is the weakeft. The fubftance 
holds the higheft rank; next to it come the watery and {pi- 
rituous extracts combined, as in the laft edition of the Edin- 
burgh Difpenfatory; for in this form we approach neareft to 
the fubftance: of the other preparations, the decoéction is 
‘ftronger than the infufion. The tincture is a partial pre- 
paration, as the fpirit extracts only pne portion of the bark, 
and is feldom ufeful, but as an addition to the infufion. Thefe 
‘are the dictates of experience rather than reafoning; to 
come nearer to the point, we can adduce the moft refpetctable 
teftimonies of the fuperior utility of the red bark, without 
adding our own. ‘We probably, at firft, attributed too much 
to it, for the reafons mentioned in the introduétion to our 
review. of the Medical Communications; but, after every 
allowance, it.will ftill remain the more powerful medicine. 

The language of this little work is not incorreét ; but it is 
elevated beyond the calm perfpicuity which fhould diftinguifh 
fcience and. philofophy. Our author tells us, that Linnezus 
has inferted only one fpecies of cincona; but he fhould have 
looked into the laft editions, before he had rifqued- an affer- 
tion fo pofitive. He treats too of this fpecies as one fcarcely, 
if at all, known in England; though it had been particularly 
defcribed in the volume of Philofophical Tranfaétions before 
referred to. 

On the whole, we have received fome information from 
thefe experiments, and recommend them, on that account; 
but they fhould be read with caution, and perhaps a little 
diftruft. | 


—_ 





An Effay on draining and improving Peat Bogs. By Mr. Nicho- 
las Turner. . 8vo. 35. Baldwin. 

HE author of this Eflay gives clear and explicit directions 

on a fubje& little underftood: if the chief part of his 
plan is not new, yet it comes under the fanGtion of experience, 
attended with fome additional illuftrations. Peat bogs are 
frequently called the mofs; and there are few who do not 
recollect the devaftation oceafioned by the increafe of Solway 
Mofs, in the year 1771, The natural hiftory of this fur- 
prifing phenomenon is ftill imperfe&: the mofs preceeds by 
degrees, appearing like a fpongy body, whofe pores are filled 
with a fluid; in reality, it is a femi-fluid mafs, confifting of 
a peculiar vegetable, whofe fibres are matted together, and 
the interftices filled with water and earth. It advances 
flowly ; but its force is irrefiftible: hedges, trees, and dif- 
ferent 
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ferent bodies, in-its progrefss. yield to this, feemingly infigni, 
ficant power:. corn-fields,:-meadows, gardens,: .and.. planta- 
tions, are govered by a fatal enemy, and prefent daly-a 
dreary and.melancholy wafte. To drain. the faseaibous 
water, and to deftroy this incroaching vegetable; is an arduous 
tafk; yet human ingenuity: has effected greater-.changess 
We think that our author’s plan will, in many-cafes, fuc- 
ceed ;-and if it is not always. fuccefsful, it will, fuggeft fome 
ufeful fchemes. in: thofe inftances where it has failed. Bogs, 
as he allows, are indeed of very different kinds. 

Mr. Turner apologifes for his deficiency in chemical know- 
lege ; and>we fhall again remark the almoft abfolute ‘necef- 
fity: of this {cience to every rational hufhandmane;, The-ufeful 
parts are-few, eafily learned, and. the. neceflary, experiments 
can: be made or repeater with. very flight apparatus. Our au- 
thor’s miftakes are, in a great degree, owing to unfaithful 
guides ;. for,’ except’ Dr. Fordyce’s very concife treatife, we 
have. fcarcely a, work in Englith which can, be,implicitly fal. 
lowed. Why. is. Bergman’s treatife, ‘ Sur les, Terres geopo- 
niques’ “not yet tranflated?, We fhall infert the: following 
defcription of peat from this‘author : 

‘ On diffecting apiece of peat, its foliage will be found 
diitin@.and lateral: as a proof,.take a piec¢ from within 
foot of the furface, and on.a moderate comprefiion,’ you will 
find it. lofe, eight-tenths of its thicknefs ; but ‘ufe, the fame 
force. in, lateral preffure; it..being againft the, grain, it will 
not lofe one-fourth. . Befides roots and flaggy.leaves, there ig 
alfo now. and then a thick..and: hollow. tube, .in. which the la- 
teral leaves are inferted, compofed of very ftrong rigid fibres 
that run down perpendicularly ; thefe are fo ftrong as to make 
‘the tube i impervious to the, water, and are for the conveyance 
of air to {ach part of the. bog as is within about four feet of 
the furface.; after that depth Lam inclined to,think vegetateon 
‘ceafes, from the peat that-is.dug there being more compact 
and weighty, and containing uo roots or air tubes: as there 
is ever a fermentation: in the change of all bodies from.an 
entire to a corrupted ftates: {p,it is probable, in-this cafe par- 
ticularly,. from the peat: being darker, that there is a gentle 
one fufficient to diffolve the-tuhes and roots, butthat the want 
of heat, and the admiffion;ief the external, ais, together with 
the acceflant qualities of peat, ‘retard a further. -putrefaction.’ , 

‘The antifeptic property of peat, for the;wood which has 
laid for ages in a peat bog remain: almoft entire, is attributed 
-té the:bitumen, and to the.acid which it contains, ,Ourau- 
' thor. thinks that the mofs flourithes .chiefly...in bituminous 
waters. The oil arifing in the analyfis of .peat feems to be 
Vou. LIX. Fan. 1785. & chiefly 
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chiefly produced from the vegetable: itfelf;. and» we want a 
much: greater variety of experiments, than Dr. Home has made 
on this fubjeét, to afcertain the fource of the acids:procured. 
by diftilling peat. It may be proper to add, thatievery kind 
of mofs is rot. very fufceptible of the: putrefactive fermenta- 
tion 3° but’ we need neither to have recourfe to:the-oil or the 
acid, :to ‘accoant ‘for. the prefervation of wood in fach fitua- 
tions. Tf*our author repeats. Dr. -Percival’s expéeriments on 
the liquor°of ‘dung, in the Philofophical Tranfations, with 
fwitable care, -he will find that it-does not militate againft the 
general rule; *that ‘rotten vegetable . matter yields no falts ; 
atid if he ekamines:-the conttivution of the air, or the beft. 
~- dhemical wrivers onthe fubje@, he will not, with Dr. Home, 
aferibe the-virties of alcaline falt to°a vitriolated tartar; formed 
| by“extracting “an ‘acid from the se, yuck meeery ever 
exitts:i ‘iad, OF 9%: 

“The retnediee: for this deltniGiive wil; which our author 
sdebninnendy ‘ares cither flooding,’ if poflible, bya neigh- 
bouring rivér, r-comprefiing: by a weight of earth. Drain- 
ing; combined ‘with. compreffion, is fometimes, ufeful ; but 
alone it is never effectual, nor will it fupply properly the place 
of the othermiethod. An Effex farmer, who propofes ditches 
gradually deepened, and thinks*that draining only fueceeds, 
yet orders: the earth dug ftom them to be thrown on the peat : 
after all, the’bog“is deftined only for‘ath. The: operation of - 
Roodiag: is, in’ Our opinion, ‘fore decifive of the. nature of 
peat bogs thaf'a’ chemical analyfis. ‘°The water -afwally con- 
tained in them is abforbed by the*minute ‘cells of ‘the matted 
vegetable, and ‘is rather mechanically than chemically com- 
bined. A faperabundant quantity’ of water deftroys ° the 
plant ; and, though iit does not qufickly advance to.a ftate of 
putrefaction , yet it feems not véry:  Yetarkable’ for-am oppofite 
quality.’ Bogs of this kind’ are fopner covered withla:vepe. 
table mould ‘than we can account’ for ‘by the: depofition ‘of 
earth from water alone; and we think the flow defimdation’ of 
- trees, in fimilar bogs, to be in ‘a'great’ meafure ‘owifg to the 
exclufion of the dir, and the ‘usiifetm moifture in which they 
are preferved, ‘Alternate wet and'dry’ ying is moft fatal'to.wood 
of every kind.» The effe& of preffure is certainly owing~ to 
the deftru@tion of the vegetable, ‘either from the weight, or by 
preffing out’ the*tontained water/"° Mr. Turner ufes earth and 
ftones; but “préférs’ a proportion of lime-ftone, seme ads 
‘alfo as a proper manure. 
7**On-the whole, ‘we would: recommend this fudy to. able 

_‘chemiits. Our author has furtifhed’faéts, which will mate- 
‘tially affift «hemi ; ‘and what he has apriiites from -experience, 
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4 Difcourfe on the Inpitusion-of a Society, Ga A 
teipéfting the. methods of retlaiming peat bogs, is very’ va- 
luables “He would havé beén more fuccefsful in his. purfuits, 
if-he had advanced farther in chemical knowlege. 
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A Difeourfe on the Inftitution of a Society for ekguiting into the 
> \Hefory; Civil amd Nataral, the Antiquities, Arts; Sciences; 
‘and Literarabe Of Afie; and a Hymn to Camdeo. By Sir 
William Fones. stds 18. 64. Paynes’ ss 
| the elegance, the learning, and the judgment. of Sir 
William Jones were not already known, we might be, more 
diffufe in our commendations: it is fufficient now to obferve, 
that . neither the Difcourfe on. the Inftitution of the Afiatic 
Society, nor the, Charge.to the Grand, Jury, at Calcutta, 
fully. the author’s former reputation, The extenfive defigns 
dketched by the bold’ and animatéd pencil of an enthufiatti 
ddmirer. of Afiatic literature, may not. perhaps be wholly filled 
up; but is is no. fault: a aft defign, may terrify an indi- 
vidual, though a fociety, by its united efforts, may rife {upe- 
rior to its magnitude, -How grand and ftupendous is the fol- 
Towing plan! | | 
. * It is your defign, J conceive, to take an ample {pace for 
-your.learned inveftigations, bounding them only by the -geo- 
graphical, limits of Afia; fo that, confidering Hindoftan a3 a 
centre, and turning your eyes in idea to the north, you have, 
én your right, many important kingdoms in the eaftern penin- 
fula—the ancient and wonderful empire of China, with all, 
her ‘Tartarian dependencies; and that. of Japan, with the 
clufter of precious iflands, in which many fingular curiofities 
fiave tod long been concealed. Before you lies that prodigious. 
chain of mountains, which formerly, perhaps, were a barrier 
againft the violence of the fea; and beyond them, the very 
interefting country of Tibet, and the vait regions of Tartary, 
from‘ which, as from the Trojan horfe of the poets, have 
‘ffs d fo many confummate warriors, whofe domain has ex- 
a dat leaft from the banks of the Hiffus to the mouths of 
he Ganges. On your left are the beautiful and celebrated 
provitices. of Iran or Perfias the unmeafured, and perhaps un- 
meafurable, deferts of Arabia; and the once flourifhing king- 
dom: of, Yemen, with the pleafant ifles that the Arabs have 
fubdied or colonized; and farther weftward, the Afatic 
dominions. of the Turkifh. fultans, whofe,moon feems ap- 
proaching rapidly to its: wane.—By this great circumference 
the field of your ufeful refearches will be inclofed: but fince 
Egypt had unqueftionably an old connexion with this coun- 
try, if not with Chinamfince the language and literature of 
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3m A Diftourfe on the Infritution-of a Society, Bei. 
the Abyflinians bear a manifeft affinity to thofe of Afiamfince: 
the Arabian arms prevailed along the African coaft of the: Me. 
diterranean, and even erected a powerful dynafty on the con- 
tinent of Europe-—you.may not be difpleafed occafionally to. 
follow the ftreams of A fiatic learning a little beyond its. natural. 
boundary : and if it be neceflary or convenient that. a. short 
name or epithet be given to our fociety, in order to diftinguith 
it in the world, that of Afiatic appears. both claflical. and 
propers 9 whether we confidér the place or the objeé of the in- 

itution ; and preferable to Oriental, which is in trath’ a 
word mérely relative, and, though commonly ufed in Europe, 
conveys no very diftiné idea.’ 

We indeed felt, at the introduétion, how much ridicule 
might affect the moft ferious fubjects. ‘When I was at fea 
Jatt Auguit, fays our author, I perceived, by the obfervations 
of the day, that India lay before us, and Perfia on our left, 
while a breeze from Arabia blew nearly on our ftern.” | Per- 
haps this exordium is too much ‘ornamented : few readers will 
forget niy Father Shandy’s quotation, when my Uncle Toby 
thought his defcription real, and charitably concluded,‘ that, 
if he was not the wandering Jew, he had loft his fenfess 

The Charge to the Grand Jury is clear, judicions, and 
dignified. It is the language of an interpreter, not of the 
perverter of thé laws; of an impartial fudge, not of abiaffed 
advocate. ‘Laws indeed muft be-neceflarily’ general rules ; 
and it is the province of the judge to apply thefe general 
“tules to particular cafes. If they fometimes.“feem to injure 
thofe whom they ought to protedtjit arifes from a concufredce 
of ‘circumftances,. which the beft legiflator could not ste 
becaufe the wifeft could not forefeethem. © 7 
‘<© The ufe of law, fays our author, ‘as a fcience, is ‘to'y re2 
vent mere difcretionary power, under. the colour of eqti ty’; 
and it is the duty of a judge to pronbunce his decifions, ‘not 
imply according té his own opinion of juftice and right, “but 
actording to prefcribed rules. It muft be hoped that his’¢ own 
reafon generally approves thofe rules; but it is the judginent 
of the law, not his own, which he delivers. “Were judges to 
" decide by their bare’ opinions ‘of right and wrong—opinions 
_always unknown, often capricious, fometimes “imiproperly 
biaffed—to what an arbitrary tribunal would men be fabje&t ! 
in how dreadful a ftate of flavery would they live !—Let us be 
fatisfied, gentlemen, with law, which all who pleafe may un- 
derftand ; and not call for equity in its popular fenfé,' which 
differs in different men, and me | at beft be dark and uncer- 
tain.’ _ 2 
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. dn the Hymn, which is fubjoined to thefe orations, we pers: 
ceive a furprifing connexion between the Hindi mythology 
and that of Rome. _ Our author attributes it to the Etrufcans,. 
from whom a great part of the religion of Rome was derived, 
and whofe fyftem had a near affinity with that. of the Perfians 
and Indians. _Whatever-may be its fource, the refemblance is. 
ftriking, and the ftories are related with all the wild imagery, 
and luxuriant language, peculiar to the poetry of. the Eat, 
We may reafonably expect to enlarge our ftock of poetical imaq 
gery, as well as of hiftory, from the labours of the Afiatic 
Society, Ifwell-direfted, and we have no reafon to doubt 
it, they will be enabled, in a fuperior degree, to combine the 
ufeful and the pleafing. We fhall feleé& one ftanza as a ipe- 
cimen’ of this poem, but muft premife that Krifben is the’ 
Apollo, and Mahadeo the Jupiter of the Hindoos; the Gogia 
are the Eaftern Mules. 


'€ Can men refift thy pow’r, when Krithen yields, 

Krifhen, who ftill in Matra’s holy fields 
Tunes harps immortal, and to ftrains divine 
Dances by moonlight with the Gopia nine? 

But when thy daring arm untam’d 

At Mahadeo a lovefhaft aim*d, 

Heaven fhook, and fmit with ftony wonder, 

Told his deep dread in burfts of thunder ; 
Whilft on thy beauteous limbs an azure fire 
Blaz’d forth, which never muft expire.’ 


. We thall take leave of the prefent collection, by expreffing 


our withes, that this ufeful defign may be fuccefsfully exe- 
cuted, 





The Frogs.’ A Comedy. Tranflated from the Greek of Arifte- 
- phanes, by C. Dunfier, A.M. 410. 35. 6d. Rivington. 


}= has been obferved, that tranflators and commentators ge- 
t nerally become partizans in favour of, the original author : 
that they exalt his merits beyond their proper pitch, and ftu- 
dioufly caft a veil over his defects. Such a mode of condu& 
is not to be attributed to a wilful defign of mifleading their 
reader’s judgment ;-it‘is founded in nature, and originates 
from a better principle, the innate fenfations of gratitude for 
the. pleafure which attended their labours, whether the fuccefs 
was real or imaginary. From this. good-natured error, the 
prefent writer feems not entirely free, He obferves that ‘ the 
elegance of Arifloplianes’ language, the brilliancy of his wit, 
and the poignancy of his pais he been universally admired.” ° 
; ) 3 But 
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But Plutarch has afferted, that he wrote chiefly to pleafe ‘the 
vulgar; that he affected a ftyle obfcure and licentious $ that it 
was fometimes pompous, and often mean and puerile. He hag. 
pointed out many other defeéts, but we think with too ‘great 
feverity, in order to elevate the character of Menander, atid 
fometimes poffibly from not entering: thoroughly into the fpirit 
of Ariftophanes, who abounds ‘in parodies, and often de 7 
edly blends the vulgar and fublime, to ftrengthen his ridicule, 
The author likewife tells us, that . oi. 


‘ The defign of Ariftophanes in his writings was chiefly a. 
moral one, though occafionally ill-directed and divefted from 
its object to ferve party-purpofes, or gratify fome perfonal 
pique or refentment. His comedies are 2 very bold and gene, 
ral fatire on the mifconducé of his countrymen.” 


We allow the laft pofition; but if by ‘ moral defign,’ this 
gentleman means inculcating the duties of life, we have ob- 
ferved very few paffages of that kind, but many of a contrary 
teridency. If * thofe works were honoured with a.place under 
the pillow of the great Chryfoftom,’ we do not think it re- 
-dounds much to the faint’s credit. Though their ‘ panegyric 
has been highly founded by the learned Scaliger,’. the follows 
ing paflage feems to fhew, whatever opinion he held of their ~ 
author’s abilities, he entertained no very favourable.one of 
the virtues of his heart, or benevolence of his intention.— 
‘ Veteris quidem comediz argumenta omnia fulfa; feftiva, 
mordacia, maledica: ut quocunque verbo pronuntiato, illico 
capiatur occafio ad aliquid fubfannadum.—Quid alii in ea 
parte valuerint,- guia nihil extec, parfum conftat: quantus 
fuerit Ariftophanes, fatis ex ejus fcriptis patet. Nihil feré a 
quoquam dicitur, quod non ad alicujus perntciem accommodetur.” 
Poet.-1. iii —The principal defign in, moft of his comedies 
feems to be, though various other .objeéts of fatire are occa- 
fionally purfued, to expofe thofe demagogues of Athens to ri- 
dicule and deteftation, who were enéniies to himfelf, or the 
party with which he was connetted. confegnenty he one 
to be confidered chieffy as a political writer: his abyfe is of a 
fimilar nature, though more highly feafoned with wit, than 
that we now meet with in a party news-papér: it is fometimes 
fly and allufive, but génerifiy of and peridnal; and we doubt 
not the Athenians were equally as welt pleafed-to hear their 
faperiors traduced, as our own countfymen. “Tt has been the 
cuftom to compare Foote’ with Ariftophanes; but we think 
Fielding, in his political dramas, bears, on the whole, 4 
ftronger refemblance : they breathe his. very fpirit ; have the 
fame charatteriftic wildnefs ‘of plot; the fame keennefs and 

| : | afperity.s 
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afperity ;. the fame original and peculiar humour.—-The author | 
proceeds to obferve, that | 

, * They hold forth vice and folly to ridicule in fo lively and 
ingenious a manner, that it may be doubted whether they 
would. not, even now, produce a more beneficial effect tham any 
Ipecies of comedy fince deviled.’ 

This is a point extremely queftionable: the fatyrift, in fuch, 

a cafe, might exclaim like Pope, 


* Yes, Iam proud; I muft be proud to fee 
Men not afraid of God, afraid of me: 

Safe from the bar, the pulpit, and the throne, 
Yet touch’d and fham’d by Ridicule alone.’ 


But this ‘ facred weapon,’ to ufe his words, fhould be * tp 
all but heav’n-direéted hands, denied.’?. That. Ariftophanes 
was not altogether worthy the truft ; and that it may be wielded 
to the annoyance of innocence and virtue, no lefs than to the 
confufion of vice, the Clouds fufficiently evince. : 

* Offenfive parts, it muft be confefled, there are; but who- 
ever is the leaft converfant with the writings of Ariftophanes 
will never conceive them to have been the refult of a propen- 
fity to ribaldry, much defs of an incapacity to furnifh fuperior 
entertainment. Nor can we imagine they were introdaced 
merely in compliance with the then prevailing’ tafte of the 
Athenians. ay we not therefore fairly fuppofe, that the 
grofinefs of thofe paflages, for which he has been cenfured, 
was purpofely adopted, to cover, in fome degree, his fatirical 
intention, and to make the battery he was preparing to open, 
fo as to give it greater effegt ?” , 


Thefe ‘ offenfive parts’ give no very high idea of the de- 
licacy of tafte generally attributed to the Athenians, at leaf 
in the days: of Ariftophanes’: they would now be heard with 
difguft by the upper gallery in a provincial theatre. The 
tranflator. has judicionfly foftened, or omitted, the moft ex- 
ceptionable, . That the Grecian bard has often introduced ri- 
baldry, as a cover to mafk his fatyric battery, and, like 
‘Touchftone, ‘ ufed his folly as a ftalking-horfe, under the 
prefentation of that to fhoot his wit,’ may probably be the 
cafe. That he at leaft fometimes facrificed his better judg- 
ment to pleafe the vitiated tafte of his audience feems evident 
from the firft fpeech. - is ; 

‘Sir, may I utter fome of my old jokes, 
At which the audience never fail to laugh ?? 

This is fpoken by Xanthias, the flave of Bacchus, whe 
* rides upon an afs, with a heavy bundle fufpended from a 
ftaff which he carries on his fhoulder. Bacchus appeats with 
| C4 a lion’s 














































24 The Frogs. 2 Comedy. 
a lion’s ‘kit! thrown over his own proper drefs, and with a 
great club in his hand, meaning to pafs: for Hercules.’ Tt 
may be obferved that, in this play, the Olympic deities are 
not exhibited in a more refpe€table light than in ‘the burtetta 
of Midas. - Yet the very fame ‘people, who here laughed at 
the ludicrous reprefentation, not long afterwards, and partly 
perhaps through its author’s means, facrificed Socrates, on 
fufpicion of his entertaining fome heterodox opinions relative 
to their divinityfhip. Cana ftronger inftance be given of the 
inconfiftency of human nature! unlefs we fuppofe the: poet, 
jJike Rabelais, by affuming the fool’s-cap, warded off the dan- 
ger which a -ferious expofure would almoft inevitably have 
roduced. A king’s jefter, in former times, has often ex- 
‘cited laughter by the fame fpeech that would have endangered 
a minifter’s head. The firft dialogue is replete with the fame 
‘kind of quibbling and low wit, to which Shakfpeare conde- 
fcended for the entertainment of our anceftors, in the golden 
days of queen Elizabeth and her profound fucceffor. A fhort 
‘f{pecimen will be fufficient. Xanthias, obliged to carry a heavy 
burthen, and prohibited from uttering his indecent jokes, 
‘complains of the double hardfhip. Bacchus replies, 


“ What faucinefs and delicate airs !—I 

Bacchus, the genuine offspring of a cafk*, 

_Weary myfelf by trudging it on foot, 

But mount this fellow ;—left he feel fatigue 

From walking or from carrying his load, 
Aanth, Dol not bear-it? 
Bac. When thou’rt born thyfelf? 
Xanth. Still I bear this, a 
Bac. How fo? 
Xanth. Why, to my forrow. 
Bac. Say carries not thy afs whate’er thou bear’ft ? 
Xanth. Not fo.—All this I bear; not he, by Jove. 
Lac. How can’ft thou bear it, who thyfelf art born ? 
Xanth. i know not how ; but ftill this fhoulder aches.’ 


The dialogue is terminated by the entrance ‘of Hercules, 
who’ enquires 


‘ Who thump’d the door? fome centayr certainly 
Has leap’d againft it.—Anfwer me, who’s there ?” 





ae — ” _ — 


‘ * I cannot find any authority for fuppofing, what the fcholiaft on our 
author’s comedy. of Plutus, v. 549,'has' obferved with a reference to this 
pailage, that Jupiter was called: Eeapevieg. It feems rather to bea parody 
ou fome well-known line of one of the poets of that time, who had made 
Bacchus pompoufly defcribe himfelf as the fon of Jupiter; in ridicule ef 
which Ariftophanes calls him the fin of a tat.’ sil 
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The tranflator fuppofes.* Hercules-fays.this, haughing at the 
appearance of Bacchus, whofe perfon and difpofition we are 
to fuppofe very unfit for the character he had aflumed.’ We 
fhould rather imagine that he alludes to Xanthias and his 
courfer ; which in the prefentation might have appeared un- 
ruly, and kicked againft the door. ‘The flave’s ridiculous 
figure, contrafted with the formidable idea conceived of the 
centaurs, muft probably have produced a laughable effect on 
the audience. The fpeech preceding that we have vo will 
warrant either conjecture. 

The f{cene between Xanthias and Aacus, who is seneitented 
as a domeftic: of .Pluto’s, will poflibly give a higher idea of 
Ariftophanes’ humour ; it will at leaft thew that the chara¢ter- 
iftic qualities of the great and their menials, in his days, were 
not unlike the prefent. , 

‘ ac. By Jove! thy mafter’s quite the man of fafhion, 

Xanth. Why how fhou’d he be otherwife?—I’m fure 
Whoring and drinking are his fole purfuits, 

/Eac. How happen’d it he did not rate thee well, 

And cudgel thee, when thon a flave dar’dft pafs 
Thyfelf for him? 

Xanth. *Twas well for him he did not. 

JE ac. Why now thou treat’ft him as a fervant ought, 
And as I’d like to ferve my mafter, 

Xanth. Pray,— 

Wou’dft like it? 

fGac. ’Tis the height of happinefs 
To me when I can curfe him fecretly. 

Xanth. What! when well thrafh’d thou goeft out et 

/eac. E’en then it joys me. 

Xanth. Or when thou art bid 
Do twenty things at once? 

Lac. Not I, by Jove! 

Xanth, But, my Y jlluftrions brother ;—when thou liften’& 
To over-hear thy mafter’s converfation ! 

fac. The wond’rous pleafure makes me almoft mad. 

Xanth. And when abroad thou tell’ft it all again ? 

fEac. QO Jupiter!—I can’t contain myfelf, ‘ 

The fir part of this performance is chiefly employed in 
deferibing fome ludicrous adventures of Bacthus in the inferior 
regions: the latter, in contrafting the refpective merits, or 
rather defects, of AZfchylus and Euripides, ‘Their chara¢ters 
‘are faithfully drawn, though with lothe degree of feverity, in 
the following chorus. ‘ . | : 

¢ How will the bard of furious foul 
Swell with indignant rage, 
His flaming eyes in frenzy roll, 

To fee his wily foe preparing to engage #— pene 
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Grand fhall now the conteft be 
Of glitt’ring phrafeology ; ; 
While one thall ev’ry ftrain’d conceit refine, 
Paring each thought, and: polifhing cach line, » 
The other {corning art’s dull track to try 
Shall pour.his genuine thoughts in loftieft poefy, 
His briftly neck aloft he’ll-rear 
And fhake his fhaggy mane, . 
A low’ring frown his brow fhall wear 
Fierce emblem of difdain, 
While he in furious mood along 
Shall roll in complicated fong, 
As from the veffel’s fide by ftorms are torn> — 
Its folid planks in well-wedg’d durance join’d, 
®r as-afar the dreadful founds are borne 
When from earth’s centre burfts th’ imprifon’d wind.~ | 
With pow’rs of pliability . 
And tuneful tongue the other fraught, 
ges of {moothett harmony, 
Shall] twift and torture ev’ry thought, 
While, with fuperior fabtilty, 
In many a hicely-labour'’d phrafe, 
Champing the bit of envy, ‘he 
Retorts upon his rivals founding lays.’ | 


The lyric parts, from the intermixture of burlefque images 
with genuine poetry, are peculiarly difficult to be rendered 
with fuccefs. The tranflator, however, though fome inaccu- 
racies occur, has acquitted himfelf with credit ; and his notes 
are fenfible and’ judicious. He had many. difficulties to en- 
counter: the original is often obfcure ; many of its allufions, 
that formerly might fet the houfe in a roar, are now irretriev- 
ably loft; and others, that by the zeal of commentators are: 
fomewhat. elucidated, no longer preferve their former poig- 
nancy. Such is the fate that will attend all thofe who merely 
paint the living manners {—If we do not think fo highly of the 
Grecian bard as his tranflator, we cannat but allow that a 
complete verfion of his comedies is to be defired, and hope 
that he will be induced to purfye an undertaking for which 
he feems perfectly qualified. We would then advife him to 
give the life of Ariftophanes, connected with the manners and 
politics of the time. Many paffages in his plays would reflect 
and borrow light from an interefting period of hiftory, and he 
an acquifition to the me world, 
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Tie Patriot. A ie Altered. frm. be Italian of Metapafo. 
800, 1%, 6d. Shepperfon and Reynolds. , 


Te author confeffes, that, though called an alteration 
'_ this is only-an * Kumble tranflation of the Themiftocles 
of Metaftafio ;’ but it muft be our bufinefs to afcertain its 
character with greater precifion. ‘The plot and the fentiments 
are really. thofe of the Italian: the conduc of the play is not 
very different ; for in one place there }s only @ flight variation 
of a. fcene, and the two firit acts of the opera are divided into 
four i in the tranflation. The language i is elegant and copionss 
indeed from. its copioufnefs alone the play is extendéd * ta 
nearly the ufual fize of our English tragedies. In fome in- 
ftances new fentiments are introduced ; and in one or two 
places a line of the original has ynactountably efeaped ‘thé 
notice of the tranflator: even in the firft fcene, the following 
paflage i is omitted in its proper place : 


te 7 -~—debbono j faggi 
Adattarfi alla forte ? 


The fentiments of the original are in general. fo well pree 
ferved, and the language is fo eafy,.and often fo highly ors 
namented, that we do not perceive, without the Italian beforé 
as, any difagreeable effects from the enlargement. Thofe 
who are acquainted with Metaftafio, muft. have frequently obe 
ferved an energy, and an abruptnefs, which, in fome fituas 
tions, add greatly to: the delufion of the fcene; in others, 
they hurry on the bufinefs with too great precipitation. We 
think that the tranflator, Mr. Hamilton, has not always been 
attentive to the effeéts : the whole‘is uniformly extended, and 
¢onfequently fome paflages have greater ’force, and in others 
the impreflion is more languid than it.ought to he. The 

as of Metaftafio are indeed the works of a glowing-fancy 
_ his language i is the vivid reprefentation of ‘poetic infpiration, | 
Every thing i is diftated'in a moment ; and the fire-of a firft ime | 
preffion is not cooled by the polifh of critical accuracy. With 
the tranflator every circumftance is neceflarily different; fo 
that we are not furprifed, either that. Mr. Hoole or Mr. Ha- 
milton have been unequal to the exprefion of the manner, the 
coftumeé, if we may be allowed the:term, ‘of the original. 

As the argument of ‘this play is not generally known to the 
Englith reader, we fhall give a brief andlyfis of it. After the 
battle of Salamis, we dearn from Plutarch,’that' the Athenians, 
either fearing the power, or envying’ the glory of The. 
miftocles, liftened to the mifreprefentations, of faétion, and 
benific? their deliverer. The hero: thought hismfelf nat fafe 
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within the reach of thofe enemies who had plotted his de- 
fraction, and Petired to'Sufa:: he there difcovered- himéfelf. 5 | 
Xerxes, who, ‘admiring his intrepidity, proteéted and’ favoured 
him, The king hated the Grecians, and thought that The. 
mittocles ought equally to hate them, in return for the in- 
juries he had fuffered : he therefore propofed to the exile an 
expedition into Greece; but patriotifm, in this inftance, over- 
came the defire of revenge, and he -refufed his affiftance: 
Xerxes endeavoured to compel him; but Themiftocles deter- 
mined to {wallow poifon, if he could not efcape this odious em- 
ployment. At lait, Xerxes, overcome by his enemy’s forti- 
tude and generofity, yielded ; he not only exculed Themiftocles, 
ut {wore to preferve a perpetual peace with Greece. The 
lay chiefly comprehends the tranfattions at the Perfian court ; 
play to fill the bulinefs of the fcene, the daughter: of The- 
miftocles is unexpectedly found a prifoner at Sufa.’ Xerxes* 

fove for Afpafia, her affeétion’ for Tliemiftocles, the jealoufy 
of Roxana, betrothed to Xerxes, and the treafon of Sebattes, 
are fubordinate events, which | are well connefted with . the 
panes al ftory. 

This play has, in general, the ii and excellencites which 
oe been frequently obferved in the works of Metaftafio. 
We need not now enquire ‘into the exiftence of Xerxes, .or 
thofe: immenfe armaments, which feem to ‘have been. only 
found in the exaggerated relations of Greece. Whether it be 
a real or a fiétitious character, it is fupported with propriety 
and confiftency: eager, warm, and impetuous; but with 
traces. of better qualities, which, if matured by inftruétion, 
smight have changed the jealous tyrant into a benevolent mo- 
narch. --Themiftocles alfo.‘ fervatur ad imum, qualis ab; an- 
ceepto proceflerit’ “His firmnefs.and patriotifm are the leading 
qualities, He.is not depreffed by diftrefs, nor elated by pro- 
fperity; and -his:language in both fituations preferves the fame 
unvaried tenor, The accumulated misfortunes of the Gre 


cian Wtro have great force,’ when the idea is not weakened, by 
an welets words * to ! 


ci ‘ io non fon piu d’Atene 
- La {peranza, e Pamor : mendico, igucto, , 
»  Efale, -abbandonato, | dood 
 Ramingo;:difcacctato: t A pote 
| Ogni-cofa .perdei = fola m avanna » not 
. (FE il mighor.mi-reftd).la mia conflanza.’ 
We hall fubjoin:the tranflation, which : is) unafually conte 
though. by no meams exadtiy) » i> 
‘S ¢ Dam no mote the pride and'hope of Athens: 
— all that fortune lent or heav’n beftow’d, 





* Wealth d 
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Wealth, pow’r, pre-eminence, fame, country, friends, 
All’s loft, and in the fhipwreckof: my fortunes 
One only jewel have I fav’d——-—~miy honour.’ 


We are furprifed: that, ‘in this paffage, and in two others, 
* conftanza’ is tranflated ‘ honour’: it evidently mieans *‘for- 
titude’; for honour has here AQ "relation. to his fituation i in 
one place Mr. Hamiltgn ioe aie the rue meaning, - ‘The 
following: lines are ‘beauti they have a very diftant 


relation to the original: ©. 


« Is Xeixepthen fo foon forget: in nik deni, 
His deadly hate, *his enmity ‘unceafing, ' 
That to hen'vain and ‘impotentidecrees ie VO 
She afks a monatth’s miniftry-? away? uf 
The Greeks, téo“fponcelate' with vi&tory; Gf 
Shall fee the clouds difperfe;*that late obfeur’d .\? 
The Perfian name, while Europe's fastheft thores,.. yj 
Drench’d with,the blood.of her.expiring fons, . » . 
And vocal with their groans,: to lift’ning Afia 

Shall waft. the echo of the loud. atonement.’ 


¢ Ame che sd eg | 
I! ripofo d’ Atene >? Effer de 
De’ voftri cenni efecitor:? hi i i mat’ 
Quefto nuovo introdaffe 
' Obbligo fra nemici? A darvenite’~ ° bch 
Leggi, ‘o configli?» Io non mi fide a quefi, 
Quelle non foffro. - Eh vi'follevi meno 
L’aura d’ufia Vittoria’: & molto ‘ancora - 
La Greca forte incerta ; 
L’ancor la via @Atene a Serfe aperte.? 


This paflage is a happy inftance of the abruptnefs which an 
unreafonable requeft occafions, and -is equally {united to-the 
charatter of Xerxes, and to the fituation in which he is 
placed. 

We have not extracted any particular. paflage, asa {pecimen 
_ of our tranflator’s amplification ; ; becaufe it will be obvious in 
thofe produced for other purpofes. But it is not enough to 
deteét blemifhes, we fhould.alfo point out beanties; and in 
that light the following addrefs of Neocles to his father The. 
miftocles, will probably be confidered, for firength of Jan- 
guage, and choice of expreflion : 7 
* Your name will long in aftersages live, 

As fam’d for bold exploits, .as fortitude : > 

And patient fufPring, under dreadful hardthips ; nei: 
But wherefore feek new dangers in this place? . 

As yet unconquer’d: by oppreffion's hand, i 
You ftill.expofe yourfelf to'Pérfian rage, 1 WOG 
Provoke the:vengeance of a barb’rows people,» >: >: 


7 4 
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Aad fure. deftruction court upon your heads 
Have you forgot, the:fight of Salamis, .«: .4 
Your wond’rous deeds ’gainft. th’ Afatic. hoft, 


When the proud defpot, fe, ambitious, mi 
Afpir’d the ponte fh gn bind ‘ ch ot 































__ And Tead old ocean captive, cow’ring. fied. ~~ 


Why thus awake the cruel Si s wrath ? 

If once difcover’d, ~ npr é find’? ' 

What means of fligh t' wit num’ rous wir 

Too many enemies eh thanklefs Athés'? °°) 9) 8 ws 
Rais’d ’gainft the virtues they defpairto equal ; $ 
But all are bound: here.to avenge the lofe: . 

Of father, brother,,fon, or kinfman fain, 

On th’ ever memorable day when Greece. 

Was, by you, refcu’d:from:a oe yokes 

Oh, hear me! let’s departes::) 


We thalf add the original." 


¢ Sia tutto ver;'.ma diet rapion di ida 
A cerear nuovi’ ‘rifehe int quefto loco’? 
L’odio de” Greet & pote ‘Efpor de? Peri 
Anche all’ire ti vuoi? ..'Nen. t fovviene. 
Che I affalita Atene.....’ my 
Ufci per te di tutta PAfiaca fronte. 
Serfe derife, e il temerario ponte,?,. 
Deh non creder 42 breve! 
L’odio nel cor d’umsRe, Se alcun ti fowopre. 
A chi ricorri? - Ai gran nemici altrove 
Ma qui fon tutti.;,.a ciafcheduno a-telto 
Nella celebre ona il tuo configlio: ... , 
O Pamico, 01] congiontg; o il padre, o ul figlio. 
. .Deh per pieta Signore - 
Fuggiam——.’ 


‘ There are many paffages tranflated with great forts and 
peculiar happinefs ; but we are not able to tranfcribe them, or 
account of their extent. In feveral refpeéts our tranflator has 
facceeded very well: his chief failure has been in not prefery- 
ing the concife energy, the ‘abrupt force of the ‘original. A 
tranflation of Metaftafio, in’which the mahnet, ‘4s well as the 
matter, is more attended ©, would be a confiderable addition 
to Englith literature. eres 





Eaft Indies ; qud.as the:rnte is far from being, yet: well known 











A Fournal, kept on a - Sibedy from Bafira td” » Rapids 3 ever 
the little Defart, to Aleppo,’ Cyprus, Rhodesy Zante; Cérfu ; 
and Otranto, in Italy ; in ‘the, Year 1779, ‘Ov. * 3 + Ri- 

Vin gton : 


HE Journey which. ‘forms the abe of a partative, is 
now not unfrequently. performed ,b ys pailengers ers, from the 
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to Britifi travellers, a faithful detail of it may, to fuch, 
prove particularly ferviceable.’ ‘The Journal commences on 
‘Thurfday, March 10, 17793 When the author, in company 
with four other Englith gentlemen, departed from Baffora, in 
twa {mall boats, fer Corna; to which place they, paffed along 
a very pleafant river, both fides whereof were, beautified with 
fine rows of date-trees, The extortion prattifed hy governors, 
and, other ‘civil officers, with the treachery of linguifts.and in» 
terpreters,)iconftitute the chief incidents on ‘the journey ; ‘of 
which the following is:a fpecimér. » PBRELD G1 ¢ 
© Our li “atquainted us this ‘morning, thatthe governor 
Riad ‘rec¢ived atetter from Baffora faft ‘night, informing him of 
‘the ‘death of \Carim*Cawn, the’ regent ‘of Perfia, ‘at Shyrafs. 
In confequehte’of’ which ‘Saddoo’Cawn, and all the Perfians, 
had’ left Baiffora,” to repair’ as *faft‘as ‘poffible to that place, he 
being one of the competitors for the regency. ° This accident, 
it was imagined, would create préar di urbances in the Perfian 
‘empire, and will give thé Arabs’ an opportunity of accomplith- 
ing their fcheme of recovering Baflora, without ‘blood-thed, 
‘and ‘I make ‘not the leaf doybt, frould the néws" prove true, 
‘fhaick Tamar has before this taken’ the advantage of it.—We 
were promifed’ boats to convey ws from hence to Hilla, for 
‘which we Were to pay twenty-four'zurmaboobs. Twas fearful 
‘we fhould’again'be put to fome’ inconvenience for want of mo- 
“ney ; we were told, a day or two ago, by our linguift, that a 
merchant here would advance'us what we wanted, for dur bills 
‘on Mr. Latouche ; he afterwards informed us, the’ mati would 
‘not do it. This fellow carried: on fome ‘trade, Confilting of 
fiawls, &c. and I am inclined to believe him rafeal endigh to 
‘perfuade us of the impoflibility of getting money, ‘that we 
“might be obliged to purchafe His things, (to give the people in 
Tieu of cafh) at whatever price he pleafed to fet on Bent It 
“has very plainly appeared to me, throughout the “journey, thas 
far, that he endeavoured to fleece us as much as poffible. Thefe 
‘nen are very neceflary, and thete is no doing withodt them, 
“but | would’ advife every friend of mine not to put t66 much 
confidence it them, as 1 am perfuaded they perniit the Countiy 
‘ people to make the moft of you as you pats along. I have this 
fufpicion froti the dirty, under-h#hd dealing of the one we 
-employed.—{n the afternoon we, were told, that the boats could 
“not be got’ in readinefs before the tiext morning ; and we had 
‘great reafon to fear, cotwithftanding our prefents, that the 
“honeft governor was ftill playing us fome of his tricks. Several 
of the principal towns people advifed us by no means to think 
“of going the way propoted, as'we fhould certainly be plandered. 
“The feiad, who had forwarded Burford and De Bourg, came 
» to our lingmift, and defired him to perfuade us from. taking a 
| ep of the-kind, giving as_a reafon, that the Arabs all, the 
. aayup the river, were well informed of our coming, and were 


lying 
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lying in wait for us,,in expectation of meeting with great fpoil, 
He aid, had we Sivehed ouvialte of our stn ont. 
likewife have fent us on without the leaft hazard, at the time 
when the other gentlemen went. The only method he could 
now advife, with any degree of fafety, was to return to Bazool, 
(giving out that we were going back to Baffora) and On our are 
rival -there*to difpatch 2 man to fhaick Tamar, to procure us 
camels to’ proceed to Mufhat. “On hearing this, we began to 
think we were in a moft difagreeable fituation, and confulted 


‘ion what was beit to be done. - It was propofed by fome of the 


party, to change our clothes:for the meaneft we could get, to 
dend back our baggage, and fe forward on affes, This. pro- 
pofition was rejected. Soon after this, our linguift, whom we 
had ferit on enquiries, came in, and acquainted us, that a {ciad 
‘from Baflora had offered to conduét us fafe to. Hilla, free of ali 
other expences, for 200 piafters, to be paid on our fafe arrival 
there. ‘This, though rather exorbitant, we gladly embraced, 
‘and now-entertained hopes. of foon getting clear of this infa- 
‘mous place,,when we were vifited by our careful friend the 
governor, and the fciad who had made the propofal coining in, 
‘told him of his offer, but this.confcientious gentleman put a 
‘ftop to it,’ which we have fince heard was owing to the fciad’s 
refufing to make him fome acknowledgment. No money being 
to be procured under 20. per cent. difcount, we were reduced 





“to the greateft difficulty, till-on leflening our baggage to one 


fmall trunk each, which we found indifpenfably neceffary, one 


“of the party luckily found eighty-two piaitres, which were fully 
‘fafficient for the occafion.. Soon after. we were again vilited by 
‘the cuftom-mafter, renewing his demand of cultoms, and on 


our refufing to comply with it, he very infolently.fhook his 
{pear at us, telling us he would have his cuftoms in fpite of our 


“geeth. Our linguyift was fent to the governor witha complaint 


of this behaviour ; he defired us to pay ne attention to it. About 
fevén o’clock this evening the {ciad came to us, and advanced 
his price to 250 piafters, which we confented to give him, and 
entered into a written agreement, by which he bound himfe]f 
to conduct us to Mufhat, and then return to Semowha and for- 
ward our fervants and baggage. We propofed {etting out the 
‘next night, accompanied by Ifha, the father of our linguift, 
who goes with us as an interpreter, to affift us as much as pof- 
fible, being well acquainted with the cuftoms of the country 
we were to travel through. The honeft governor, on paying 
us another vifit, took a fancy to a turban, which we gave him. 
I mention this as a convincing proof that thefe gentry are never 
fatished.’ se : | : 
-The defeription of the habitations at Sebya, an Arabian 


-town, deferves to be mentioned. They are long arched huts, 
» made of reeds, curioufly feamed, or tied together. The one 
occupied by the travellers was raifed upon pillars of reeds and 


fticks ; 
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fiicks; évety alternate pillay being formed entirely of, reeds¢ 
‘The rooms contain twenty pillars, diftant from each other 
about the {pace of a yafd. The arehes of reeds and rafters 
‘ reft on the top of the pillars. » The floors.are laid. with mats, 
which, when any perfon goes in to fit, drink coffees and fmoke 
their pipes or nargils, have carpets fpread on them, anda 
hole made near the entrance for the fire; at which the coffee, 
according to the Arab cuftom, was roafted and boiled. 

The fubfequent extraét merits alfo the attention of thofé 
who haye any view of performing this journey. 


* About two o’clock this-morning we gotinta:4 muffock, to 

o, as we fuppofed, to Dewanee Hufkar, and from thence. to 
Mathat, ‘but foon perceived we were taking a bye way into an- 
other part of Sebya, where we were to wait till night, for an 
opportunity to flip away by water. Accordingly we got into 4 
Small hut, where we remained till dufk, when two ill-looking 
Arabs came in and fat with us. In a fhort time our fciad, with 
the mafter of the houfe, went out, to conéert meafiires for our 
departure, and gave out that we intended to proceed by lands 
The Arabs now eyed us with particular attention; and aiked 
many impertinent queftions, which we did dot-deigh to anfwer 
as they wifhed, for; by fome fignificant geflures, they feemed 
highly difpleafed ; they got up, and one, who had a mufket in 
his:hand, had but juft got out of the door,. when he fquatted 
op his hayaches, and prefented the piece at us, From the na- 
ture of the place, we were fenfible fuch behaviour could not be 
refented, we therefore fubmitted to the infult; the man, how- 
ever, did not fire. A gentleman of our party was much agi- 
tated, and could not refrain from calling out for affiftance, for 
the nprepriey? of which we feverely rebuked ‘him. This the 
other Arab obferving, feemed inclined to take advantage of, 
by clapping his hand on his fword ; but a by-itander,. topping 
-bim, by dint of perfuafion prevailed on them to quit the hut ; 
at which time our fciad returned, from whom we learned, that 
he had likewife fpoken to them, and that. all was quiet again. 
Shortly after we had eaten fupper, eight armed Arabs came in, 
took ‘up our litle baggage, and conveyed it into two muffooks, 
on board of which we alfo gor, and, at an amazing rate, pafled 
an extenfive town built on each fide of the river; and were 
tracked and paddled during the night, at leaft at the rate of 
five miles an hour, pafling jometimes through ereeks much ob- 
firucted by reeds and weeds, at other times on the river, by 
which means we happily efcaped many of the thieves that infett 
thofe parts, and. avoided Lemloon, where they generally refort. 
This route I would with to recommend to all travellers, in pre- 
ference to the nearer one by Lemloon, thofe parts being in- 
'- fefted by a lawlefs banditti, who fubfift chiefly by plunder and 
rapine.. Thofe that travel this way, and fhou!d they fee thefe 
few remarks I have made, and think them worth remembering, 
Vor. LIX, Fan. 1785. LD I would 
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I would advife, on their arrival at‘ Semowha, to apply imme- 
diately to fome feiad, to forward them in’a muflook, fuppofing 
them to be encumbered with but little baggage, and only two 
fervants, througli the way before direfted ; by which they will 
efcape, in‘a]l probability, the robbers, and arrive in three days 
at Hilla; ‘they will likewife avoid the impofitions of the gover- 
nor of Semoéwha, and his cuftom-mafter: but, whenever you 
propofe to. put yourfelf under the direGtion of any fciad, at 
Semowha, it mutt be done without the privity of the governor, 
or any one elfe ; and if you bind the fciad, under his hand, to 
conduct you, every traft may be repofed in him ; and in every 
tranfaction with’ any Arab, it is abfolutély’ neceflary to bind 
‘him under a written. obligation.’: ..° 

“One of the moft beautiful places defcribed by this journalift 
is Latichea, a fmall fea-port town in Syria, with the country 
between it and Aleppo., This country, we are. informed, 
contains fome, {cenes the moft romantic that can be imagined : 
-f{uch as high-hills covered with myrtles, fteep precipices, na- 
-tural cafcades, -well cultivated vallies, crowned with the gifts 
of Ceres, beautiful fruit gardens, and plantations of mulberry 
‘trees, with feveral pleafant villages interfperfed. 

On quitting the continent of Afia, the travellers vifited the 
ifland of Cyprus, which is reprefented as extremely unhealthy, 
though affording an excellent f{pecies of wine, and great quan- 


tities of cotton. The air of Rhodes, where they next ar- 


rived, is reckoned very falubrious, and the country is exceed- 
ingly pleafant, cloathed with trees and herbage almoft perpe- 
tually green... Pafling by Scarponto, Candia, and the Vene- 
tian iflands, they arrived on the fixth of O@ober, at Otranto, 
of their reception at which place we meet with the following 
account. : 


~ € Our boats coming to anchor, information was immediately 
given to the deputies of the health office, who in about halt 
an hour attended, with a doctor to examine us, and defired us 
to come on fhore to the office, which ftands clofe to the beach. 
On our arrival, we we were conducted into a room fo full of 
fmoak, occafioned by a fire made with ftraw, that we were 
almoft fuffocated, which we were informed, was to take off 
any infectious {mell that ‘might iffue either from our per- 


fons or clothes; a man’ was likewife placed between us and 
_the people, with a long ‘ftick to prevent our too near ap- 


proach. ‘The bills of health, and letters for this place, were 
then demanded of us, which we placed at the end of a cleft 


“flick, held by one of the députies for that purpofe; who con- 
veyed them by that means over the fire, where’ they were fuf- 
‘pended a confiderable time, and afterwards examined; they 
then interrogated the boatmen, as to the ports we had touched 
-at laft, {wearing them tothe truth.on a flick made in the form 
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of a crofs, the ufual way, in thofe places, of adminiftering an: 
oath to a Greek, ‘as they will not fuffer them to touch a book, 
for fear of infeGtion. ‘The next ceremony was the doctor’s ex- 
amining the people, by ordering them to beat themfelves in 
different parts of the body, which being done, our parole of 
honour was demanded to the following queries’: evs7' 

‘ Firftly, whether we had touched at any ports in Turkey 
fince we left Corfu? : 

‘Secondly, whether we laboured under any peftilential dif- 
order,? and, , 

‘ Thirdly, if we were in perfect health ? 

¢ Having anfwered thefe queftions in the negative, we were 
permitted to perform the accuftomed quarantine at this’ port, 
which we were told would be twenty-eight days. The fees of 
office were now demanded by the deputies, ‘which amounted to 
five Venetian fequins ; and, there being no Lazaretto here, a 
houfe was ordered for us at the diftance of a mile from the city, 
to which place we were conducted by the deputies, attended 
by two men as guards, to prevent us from ftirring out before 
the expiration of the quarantine, unlefs attended by one of the 
deputies, which is a favour very feldom granted, without they 
are very well paid for it; but as we came prepared for every 
thing of this kind, we had not the leaft doubt but we fhould 
prevail on them to grant us every indulgence in their power ; 
but fo fevere are their laws againit a breach of the rules of qua- 
rantine, that any perfon fo offending, is liable to be put to 
death by the firft perfon who meets him; and, indeed, this fe- 
verity is not to be wondered at, when ‘it is confidered how 
much Italy has fuffered by that dreadful malady the plague. 
The feveral letters of recommendation we had brought with 
us, to fome of the principal inhabitants, having been properly 
{moaked by the deputies and delivered, we were prefently 
waited.on by the gentlemen to whom they were addreffed, who 
very civilly offered us their fervices; and in fignor Fedelle 
Maffari, a merchant of this place, we found a friend, who 
kindly undertook to tranfact all our affairs, and to fupply us 
with every neceflary we might want during our confinement ; 
and, through this friend’s intereft with the governor, we were 
ordered to be removed to a larger houfe, which had a tolerable 
se and was pleafantly fituated clofe to the fea; this un- 

oubtedly rendered our fituation much more comfortable, par- 

ticularly the having a place to walk about in. His excellency 
the, archbifhop of Otranto, to whom we were we!l recommend- 
ed, being abfent on a vifit at’ Lece, a city within his diocefe, 
about thirty miles from hence, we were, the day after our ar- 
rival, vifited by his reverend vicar general, who, in his name, 
welcomed us to Otranto, and politely offered to fupply us with 
every thing from the palace of the archbifhop, to whom he had 
fent the letters we brought. The fame day we received a letter 


from his excellency, informing us of the receipt of ours, and 
D 2 eXx- 
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expreling much corcern at his abfence from Otranto; but 
hoped he fhould be able ta return by the expiration of our 
quarantine, that he might have the pleafure of receiving us at 
his palace ; and in the mean time, defired us to make no-cere- 
mony of fending for every thing we might want from thence, 
he having ordered the fteward of his houfhold to attend us daily 
to receive ourorders. Such a piece of condefcenfion, from a 
man of his rank and quality, was of the moft infinite fervice 
to us, as it made the deputies, who were a needy marquis and 
a citizen of Otranto, and likewife the guards, pay no fmall 
attention to our requefts, and, in fome meafure, prevented 
their extorting money from us for their indulgencies,’. 

. The whole of this Journey is diftinétly related; ‘and how 
far fuch a nasrative of the manners of barbarous countries 
may be found ufeful to travellers, will appear from the follow- 
ing remarkable anecdote, extracted from the preface. 

* The celebrated Aaron Hill, when in Egypt, had the curiofity 
to examine a catacomb ; he was accompanied in his expedition 
by two other corona and condutted by a guide, (one of 
the natives of the country.) They ‘at length arrived at the 
fpot, and without taking notice of fome fellows who were faun- 
tering about the place, they defcended by ropes into the vault. 
No fooner were they let down, than they were prefented with 
a fpectacle which ftruck them with terror: two gentlemen, ap- 
sper ftarved to death, lay before them. One of thefe ur- 

appy victims had a tablet in his hand, on which was written, 
in pathetic language, the ftory of their lamentable fate: it 
feems they were brothers of rank and family in Venice, and 
having, in the courfe of their travels, entrufted themfelves with 
one of the natives, for the purpofe of vifiting the infide of the 
catacomb, the perfidious villain had left them thereto perish. 
‘The danger to which Mr. Hill and ‘hhis'friends were expofed, 
inftantly alarmed them ; they had {carce read the fhocking tale, 
when lookine up, they beheld their inhuman guide, -affifted by 
two others whom they had-feen near the fpot, clofing the. en- 
trance into the vault. They were now reduced to the utmoft 
dittrefs, however they drew their fwords, ‘and were‘ determined 
to make fome defperate effort to refcue themfelves from a teene 
fo truly dreadful. With this refolution, they were groping 
about at random in the dark, when they were ftartled ‘at the 
groans of fome one feemingly In the agonies of death; they 
attended to the difmal found, and at length, by means ofa 
glimmeriag light from the top of the catacomb, ‘they faw a 
inan juit murdered; and a little beyond ‘they ‘difcovered his 
ifhuman murderers, flying with the utmoft ‘precipitation. ‘Phey 
‘ purfved them immediately, and though they were net/able-to 
come up with them, they however had the good fortwne to reach 
the opening through which thefe wretches efcaped-out of the 
cavern, before they had time to roll the ftone on the top of it. 
‘Lhus Mr. Hill-and his friends were*by a miracle faved.’ : 
2 | Oo- 
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Obfervations on the Tea, and Window AB, and on the Tea Trade. 
By Richard Twining. 8vo. 15. 6d, Cadell. 


1% this pamphlet Mr. Twining firft confiders the caufe and 
the intent of the Commutation-bill ; and afterwards en- 
deavours to fhow, not only in what refpects it has hitherto 
failed, but the caufes of that failure. With regard to the 
important obje&, the fuppreflion of fmuggling, he obferves 
that it is yet too foon to judge. The unlawful tea which was 
in the kingdom when this bill paffed into a law, was not, by 
that law, to be annihilated: and the tea which was upon the 
continent, and which had been imported thither for the ex- 
prefs purpofe of fupplying this ifland, was not likely to be 
diverted, even by that reduétion of price at which the bill 
aimed, from its original deftination. Befides, if the diligence 
of {mugglers was capable.of being increafed, it would natu- 
rally be fo for a time, in confequence of an aét which threat- 
ened their final deftruction.. Mr. Twining. therefore very ju- 
dicioufly declares, that he is neither alarmed by the temporary 
increafe of {muggling, nor elevated by its temporary ceflation. 
But he looks forward to the eftablifhment of fuch -moderate 
prices of tea in this country, as thall prevent any foreign na- 
tion from importing that commodity from China, for our ufe; 
perhaps for its own. 

We have the fatisfaétion to learn from this well-informed 
writer, that fmuggling has already received a very material 
check ; notwithftanding large quantities of tea are occafion- 
ally landed on the coaft. It is however his opinion, that if the 
high price of congou and fouchong teas continye, {muggling 
will continue in the fame propertion. 

The caufes of the prefent failure, in the reduétion of the 
price of tea, have been repeatedly afcribed to the minifter, 
the Eaft India company, and the tea-dealers ;- but Mr. T'win- 
ing imputes them to the artifices of {mugglers, and the fear. 
city of tea throughout the kingdom ; and he is at much pains 
to eftablifh this opinion by a narrative of faéts, particularly of 
fuch as tend to exculpate the tea-dealers. He afterwards con- 
fiders two other charges, of a different nature, which have 
‘been brought againft the fame body of men, viz. the mixing 
and adulterating of teas. The former of thefe practices he 
vindicates as dn act of expediency ; and as his arguments may 
afford our readers fome information relative to the mytteries of 
the tea-trade, we fhall extraét what is advanced on this fub- . 
ject. 

* If the mixing of tea is a crime, and an impofition upon 
the public, I readily confefs es I have a multitude of — 
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and impofitions to anfwer for; and that my good father and 
grandfather little merited thofe fair charaéters which they left 
behind them, and for which I have ever refpected their me- 
mories. I will make to the public a family confeffion, and I 
hope I fhall obtain from the pablic a family abfolution. 

‘In’ my grandfather’s time—for it is a tale to which I have 
often willingly attended, whatever the reader may do—it was 
the cuftom for ladies and gentlemen to come to the fhop, and 
to order their own teas.—’'The chefts ufed to be fpread out, and 
when my grandfather had mixed fome of them together, in 
the prefence of his cuftomers, they ufed to tafte the tea: and 
the mixing was varied till it fuited the palates of the purchafers. 
At that time of day, no perfon would have liked the tea, if it 
had not been mixed. The cuftom of the purchafers tafting tea 
jn this. manner was feldom pra¢tifed in my father’s time: now, 
it 1s fearceJy ever practifed : but the old cuftom of mixing teas 
has been uniformly continued ; and if I muft now lay it afide, 
I can only fay, that I have been learning a leffon, which is 
not very eafily learned, to little purpofe. I think however that 
the cuftom only requires proper explanation to be approved. 
Throw off the veil of myftery, aud many things which were 
before alarming, appear to be perfectly harmlefs. 

» .§ Whoever underftands tea, and clears home, for example, 

twenty chefts of hyfon, will find, upon tafting them feparately 

and accurately, that fome have rather too much flavour, and 

are therefore~ coarfe, fome have too little, and are therefore 

weak; and that others have—perhaps like thofe who are to 

drink them—fome little peculiarity, which a proper union will 
totally remove. By making a judicious mixture out of thefe 

cheits, a better tea may be got, than any of the chefts, taken 

‘fingly, could afford. Befides, if this cuftom were not to be 

‘pradtiled, it would be impoffible to preferve that fimilarity of 
tea, at any given price, which every dealer muft preferve, if 
he means to give fatisfaGtion to his cuftomer. ‘The pound of 
tea which he bonghbt out of one of the twenty chefts to-day, 

migit perhaps be approved: but if he comes to-morrow, that 

cheit may be gone, and another neither is, nor of courfe can, 

without mixing, be’made like it. As to impofition, if the tea, 

swhen mixed, be good, and honeitly worth the price which is 

required for it, who is impofed upon ? Who will complain? If 
the tea, though taken out of a fingle cheft, be not good, and 

net worth the mcney which is-afked for it, will not every per- 

Yon think:.himfelf impofed'upon ? Will not every perfon com- 

plain ? I hope then that the tea-dealer who fairly and anxioufly 

mixes his chefts of genuine tea together, in order, not to im- 

“pofe upon his cuftomers, but to-give: them fatisfaction, will no 

longer be ranked among the adulterators of tea. : 

‘ | have confined mylielf to the inftance of my own practice, 
becaufe I have-no right to fpeak with equal freedom, and equal 
certainty, of the practice of others: jo far however from in- 
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tending to lay claim to the fole poffeffion of the art of mixing, 
I verily believe it is, and always was, generally practifed. 
There is indeed one fpecies of tea—I mean bloom—which 
though it actually improves other teas, when properly, mixed 
with them, would, by itfelf, be almof univerfally,difliked. If, 
after all, any perfon fhould prefer his own opinion in this 
matter to that of the tea-dealers, and would be better pleafed 
with his tea, if it came out of a fingle cheft, than if it were 
mixed, he may certainly have it fo.’ ‘ 


The other accufation, or that of adulterating tea, relates 
to a practice fo extremely iniquitous that it merits‘the fevereit 
repréhenfion. Mr. Twining, tipon the authority“of a gentle: 
man who is faid to have made‘very accurate enquiries with res 
gard to this fubject, has alfo difclofed to the public the in- 
famous arts of adulteration. Thefe are fuch as cannot but 
excite the moft indignant fentiments in every reader: and 
though we approve the"ingenuoufnefs with which Mr. Twin- 
ing has communicated this information, we fhould not have 
ftained our Review. with the recital of fuch-,Stygian. prepa- 
rations, were we not of opinion that the publication of thofe 
abominable frauds is more likely to-operate in the way of pre> 
vention than of incitement.’ The following are'the prefcrip- 
tions. | : 


‘* Method of making fmouch with afh tree leaves, to mix 
with black teas:—When ,gathered they are firft ‘dried in the 
fun, and then baked, they, are_next, put upon a floor and trod 
upon until the leaves are {mall, then fifted and fteéped in cop- 
peras, with fheeps dung ;, after which, being dried on a floor, 
they are fit for ufe.”’ | to, 

‘* Another mode.—When the leaves are gathered they are 
‘boiled in,a copper with copperas and fheeps dung}; when the 
liquor is ftrained off, they are. baked and trod upon, until the 
leaves are fmall, after which they are fit for ufe. 1 

‘* The quantity manufactured at a {mall village, and within 
eight or ten miles thereof, cannot be afcertained ; but is fup- 
pofed to be about twenty tons in a year.—QOne man acknow- 
leges to have made fix hundred weight in every week, for fix 
months together. a ‘ 

“* The fine is fold at 4/. 45. per cwt. equal to 9d.‘ per Ib. 

** The coarfe, 21, 25. ditto, -dittoy 4d. ditta. 

** Elder buds are manufactured in fome places, ‘to réprefent 
fine teas.”’ al-\ | 

‘ This iniquitous trade has been carried, ona long time: 
though not in fo extenfive a;way as within thefe few years. In 
the 11th Geo. I. cap. 30, fect. 5, it is.enated, -‘* That the 
dealer in tea, or manufacturer, or dyer thereof, who fhall coun- 
terfeit or adulterate tea, or fhall alter, fabricate, or manufac- 
ture it with serra japanica, or with any other drug or drags 

. : . 4 P beisas ~what- 
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whatfoever, or fhall mix with tea any leaves, other than leaves 
of tea, (thas, ih the time of Géo. I) real tea was dllowed:ta 
be mixed wWith réal tea], or other ingredients whatfoever,: thal] 
forfeit the furn of one hundred pounds.” : t dheped: 
'* It 78 alforécited, in the 4th-of Geo, II. capyagy fect. 11, 
“© That féveral ill-difpofed perfotis do fréquently dye, fabricate, 
ér manufatiire, very great quatitities of floe leaves; liquorith 
Yeaves, and thé leaves of tea that Have before been ufed; or the 
leaves of other trees, fhrubs, or plants; in inmtitation! of tea, 
and do jikewife mix, colour, ftain,, and ‘dye fuch leaves, and 
likewife tea, with terra japanica; fugar, moloffes, clay, log- 
wood, and with other ingredients, and do fell and vend the 
fame as true and real tea, to the ptejudice of the health of his 
majefty’s fubjects, the diminution of the revenue, and to the 
Thin 9 the fair trader :’? and the dealer in, or feller‘of, fuch 
+ fophifticated” tea, is to forfeit the fum of teh ‘ponids for 
every pound weight, | 

_* It appears from the 17th of Geo. III. cap. 29, that this 
trade had increafed to a very great degree, to the injury and 
déftruction of great quantities of timber, woods, and under- 
woods, ‘the prejudice of the health of his majefy’s fubjects, 
the diminution of thé revenue, the.ruin of the fair trader, and 
to the encouragement of idlenefs :’? and, by the fame act, the 
feller or manufacturer of fuch tea is to forfeit five pounds per 
pound weight; or upon non-payment of that fum, be com- 
gnitted to prifon, for any time not exceeding twelve months. 

‘ Hitherto government has not been able to fypprefs this 

trade; but, when the fmugghing of real tea fhall clarm lefs of 
their attention, I hope they will exert themfelves with vigour, 
and put a ftop to the manufatture of Englith tea. 
.. * Jr is, then, fufficiently apparent, that there is fuch a thing 
as adulterated tea: there is plenty of it: and the public may 
naturally enquire how ce are to avoid it. My anfwer is, by 
buying their tea of reputable tea-dealers, who are, I dare fay, 
to be found in every part of the kingdom ; and by avoiding 
thofe dealers of a different defcription, who offer their teas ta 
fale at lower prices than thofe at which legal and genuine teas 
can be afforded,’ 

‘Mr. Twining afterwafds proceeds to confider the principal 
objections that have been made to the tea-act, with the means 
of rendering it productive of the purpofes for which it was 
framed. © Heeobleryes that the prefent failure of the bill is to 
be correXed by lowering the prices of tea, until they corref- 
pond with thofé which were held out-to the public. This, he 
thinks, can be effected by one method only; whichis, by the 
company’s having ah ample quantity in this kingdom. “Let 
them but have this, fays he, and the fmuggler muft inevitably 
give way. He is howéver of Opinion, that the company can- 
not have from China a fafficient quantity of each f{pecies of 
tea 
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tea before the year 1786: but he obferves that there dré al. 
ready large quantities of tee upon the continent: more: are 
expected to atrive “there; and from ‘this ftéck, the Batt Indig 
company ought, if pofible, to fupphy thenifelves: This ‘me- 
thod, which is clearly founded in good policy, would certainly 
Be productive of advantageous effed's ; for by purchafing the 
foreign teas, not only will the legal market be furnified with 
that fupply which it fo much ffands in need of, but the illegal 
tnarket will be deprived of the refource by which it is fupy 
ported. 

Having laid before our readers this aecount of Mr. Twin~ 
ing’s Obfervations, a regard to juftice obliges us to acknow~ 
lege, in the moft explicit terms; both the zeal and the dif 
cernment which he has fo remarkably manifefted, by the at~ 
téntion beftowed on this fabjeft. His habits of life have af- 
forded hit the moft favourable opportunities ef acquiring in- 
formation jn whatever relates to the tea-trade; and at a time 
which peculiarly called for the aid of fuch knowlege, he haa 
contributed his experience towards the interefts of the com- 
iunity, in a manter fo unreferyed, fo judicious, and at the 
fame time fo modeft, though not diffident, as gefleéts great 
credit, not only upon his underftanding, but his ae 
virtue. 





, . — 


ftccks on un the Ripert of the Eaft India Direfors, refpedting the 
Sale and Prices of Tea. <4 Richard T wining. 8vo. 5. 64, 
Cadell. 


Wits refpe&t to any other mercantile fubje&t, we are of 

opinion that the greater part of our readers would ex- 
cufe us from entering upon any detail of prices, calculations, 
and, in general, all technical circumftances ; but when tea, 
when all-{ubduing tea is the object of enquiry, did we appear 
not to beftow fafficient attention upon it, we fhould moft cer- 
tainly incur the cenfure of the politeft circles in the kingdom. 
We therefore confider ourfelves-as under the neceflity of ex- 
hibiting a.more full account of the pamphlet before us, than 
the nature of fuch commercial publications might otherwife 
require: and we are glad to find that the great intelligence 
difcovered by this author, relative tothe tea-trade, is likely 
to render the narrative more interefting to the public. 

Mr. Twining admits that the Eatt India company was libe- 
ral in putting up, at the firft fale, much more tea than had 
been enjoined by the act of parliament ; and that the com- 
“pany. might, perhaps; reafonably think, a priori, that the 
quantity would be fyficient. He cannot howeyer admit, 
, | * thas 






































































4a, Remarks on the Report of the Eaft India DireGors. 


“ that-the.company 4as-rabundantly fulfilled the intentions of 
the. legiflature, -in-point of, fupplying the. market with a /uf-. 
_ ficient: quantity of tea,?..* They have indeed, fays he, ;done, 
more’than ‘fulfil the bare. dire@ion, but I fhall never think they, 
have-fulflled the intention of the legiflature, or that the mar- 
ket. has. been fupplied with a {ufficient quantity of tea, till the 
price is reduced as low,as it ought to be.” Mr., Twining ob- 
ferves that the December fale, though it contains, half a mil- 
lion more than the quantity mentioned in thea&; and though 
it might be fufficieut to keep the prices right, if it found 
them’ fo, jis by. no means’ -fufficient ,to effect: that reduction 
whichiought te take place; If the direétors fhould fay, that 
their ftock.of teas would not enable them to,make a larger fale, 
efpecially of congou and .fouchong, where. the excefs princi- 
pally is, he: acknowleges: that their plea is, founded in fact. 
But he abferves, it is one thing to fay that they could not put 
up. a fufficient quantity, and another thing to fay that he 
dave, done-it..- 


In, treating of the account of the faving alledged to have 
arifen, upon teas, according.to the ftatement of the Report, in 
which .the annual confumption, is eftimated at, ten, eleven, 
twelve, thirteen, and fourteen millions, our author makes the 
following obfervations. : | | 


‘ The annual average confumption of tea, which paid duty, 
was 4,889,390 pounds weight. To whatever fum the actual 
reduétion.of price upon that quantity of tea‘thall amount, that 
fum.will-certainly be faved. If the directors intended to fhew 
the faving which would refult, from a larger quantity, they 
eught not to. have reckoned any more duty-paid tea than 
4,889,399 pounds: and they fhould have calculated the defi- 
ciency ,at the price of fmuggled tea. If, for inftance, the di- 
rectors wifhed to fhew what*effe& the new plan would have, 
upon a fuppofition that the Eaft India company were to fell 12 
millions of teas annually, at the prefent prices, they fhould 
have contrafted the amount of 12 millions at thofe prices, with 
the joint amouat of about ‘five millions of tea at the. old average 
prices of ‘duty-paid tea, and feven millions at the old average 
prices of fmuggled tea. - Inftead of doing this, they seckon the 
whole 12 millions at the price of old duty-paid tea$_and_ hav- 
ing thus obtained a.vaft, and imaginary {um of faving, they 
give the public teafon to look for it at the hands, of the tea- 
dealer. But to hold out fuch large favings as never will, never 
can, be’obtained ; and to infinuate blame to others, if they be 
not obtained, is not lefs an impofition upon the public than un- 
fair and’ungenerous treatment of the tea-dealers. 

*- Whatever fum the public, or rather the former confumers 
of duty-paid tea may have faved upon the laft fale, it is certain 
that they. have faved upwards of :150,000l, lefs than they ought 
sa to 
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to have faved; and if I include, as I think I may be allowed 
to do, the fum-to which the difcount: upon» thofe teas would 
have amounted, the faving upon the teas of laft fale will. be full 
200,0001. lefs than it fhould have ‘been. As. the: report holds 
forth fuch abundant information relative to the faving of the 
public, and the profit of the tea-dealer; I wonder it did not 
mention the gain of the:company, with which the ecpasters 
muft have-been at leaft asswell acquainted! 

Mr. Twining agrees with the Report as to the probability 
that at leaft as much tea was {muggled ds paid duty; but-he 
thinks, that in the claofe immediately {ubfequent, ‘the Report 
has not ftated the fubjeét fairly.’ [tis there faid, * in which - 
cafe only half the Aingdom contributed to the former revenue 
from tea: the whole kingdom contributes to the window tax.” 
The fact is, our author obferves,, that not half the kingdom, 
bnt only half ze confumers of tea, contributed to the former 
revenue from that article ; and that nothing like a// the king- 
dom, or al/ the confumers of tea, contribute to the’ window 
tax. He farther remarks, that a very confiderable number of 
the confumers: of tea do not pay any window tax at all, and 
yet confume thofe {pecies of tea, upon which almof the whole 
faving (or, at leaft upwards of five-fixths of it) oceurs’; 
whilft the remaining patt of’the former confumers of legal 
tea, who are, according to the Report, to contribute the fum 
ef three hundred thoufand pounds, drink thofe fpecies of tea 
from which not even one-fixth of the faving arifes; the reft. 
of the window tax being made up, not as the Report feems to 
imply; by a//, but by a part only of, thofe who. before contri- 
buted nothing. Mr. Twining however adds, that though the 
diftribution of the window tax, and the faving upon tea, do 
by no means fall in the manner implied by the Report, yet, 
in his'opinion, they fall, in general, as they ought: for that 
the principal part of the faving is enjoyed by the poor, and 
the principal part of the tax, on the contrary, falls upon the 
rich, 

Mr. Twining affirms, that he never remembers frefher and 
better teas, than thofe with which the public may at prefent 
be fupplied. ‘This affertion, from a perfon of fo much ex- 
perience in the trade, reflects a very unfavourable prefump- 
tion, on the conduct either of the company, or the ‘tea- 
dealers, confidering the general complaint, at preient, of the 
bad quality of teas. We are forry to find that the company 
is not exempted from a fhare of this imputation, by continu- 
ing to expoie bad teas to fale, rather than fubmit to the lofs 

‘which would accrue from deftroying them, 

* When tea is refufed’ at one fale, fays our alichor, it is 
nfually, if not always, put up at foine fubfequent fale; and ft 
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5s ther: put up fale after fale, till it finds, at length,:a pur: 
chafer. «3 mention this. circumitance for two reafons: ‘the firft 
is, that I think the report implies that which is not fact: the 
other is, that I have long thought this an evil which ought to 
be correfted. Tea which is damaged, or very bad in quality, 
ong ltt never'to be expofed to fale by the Eaft India company. 
Indeed any. perfon would {uppofe, from the following paflage 
in the report, that the company never did fell tea of this. de- 
feription ; for the report fays--‘* perhaps indeed ~the prize 
teas (part. of which were very bad and damaged) may, toa 
few dijhoneft dealers, have. afforded a mixture, inferior to any 
tea of the company’s importing; but this means of adultera- 
tion muft be foon exhaufted.”?. I rather think the public will 
be furprifed when I tell them, that the company do put up to 
fale a great deal of tea which is ‘‘ very bad and damaged.” 
St often happens that a cheft of this tea is in the fame lot with 
a cheft or two of better tea; and, in this cafe, the good fells 
the bad, or that which, in fatt, is not of a “‘ merchantable 
quality.” As the company have now confeffed, that fich tea 
is niade a difhoneft ufe of; and that better tea is adulterated 
with it, I think they muf allow, that it ought never to be put 
upto fale. It is well known that when this tea does fiad pur- 
chafers, they too frequently offer it to the public under the 
title of good tea; for if they were to call it bad, they would 
fell but. little of it. Thus are the public deceived ; and thus 
is the fair trader, who afks a higher price for the tea which he 
calls good, and which actually is fo, materially injured. It is 
pot ble that the prize tea, which has given rife to this obferva- 
tidn, might be even worfe than the worft of the company’s 
tea ; but that will not make the company’s tea fit to be fold. 
I am not, however, fo unreafonable as to expec that the com- 
pany fhould get no compenfation for their damaged tea: I 
would: with their trade to be, upon the whole, a trade of pro- 
fit. For fome of this tea, I believe the company are paid by 
the owners of their ihips; and as to the remainder, the. tea 
which is not damaged fhould pay for that which is. It will be 
more advantageous to the public to confent to this, than to 
drink a miferable infufion of decayed and damaged leaves. I 
would, however, diltinguifh between that tea which has acci- 
dentally been damaged after the company bought it, and that 
which, when they bought it, was good for nothing. There is 
no reafon ‘why the public fhould be anfwerable for fach inju- 
ditious purchafes of the company. I am forry to obferve, that 
there is, at prefent, too much occafion for this remark; for, 
notwithitanding the company have of late imported very frefh 
and good teas, they have alfo imported, within thefe few years, 
and. even this year, very bad. The principal part of the Singlo 
tea, in the psefent fale, to which the dealers have objected, 
_does not appear to have réceived the leatt injury in its paflage, 
but. to have been abfolutely unfit for ufe when it was ought. 
Nor 
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Nor can fuch. purchafes ‘be juftified by the company’s faying, 
that their invef ts could not be completed without them. 
I cannot allow that any anyeftment.is to be completed by. the 

urchafe of fuch miferable trafh. If the Chinefe find thatthe 
Englith fupra-cargoes will buy fuch tea, they will certainly 
take care that no large inveftment fhould ever be completed 
without it; but det them perceive that the Enplith will ‘not 
buy it, and J‘think they will contrive to produce ‘better. - 

“* The company do indeed take the'damaged tea oat of thofe 
chefts which appear to be confiderably injured by fale-water; 
and the tea fo taken out is burnt. But this bufinefs is per- 
formed by perfons who do it very inaccurately. If they find 
any tea which is attually wet, or which, from the wet it for- 
mérly ‘received, is caked together, -that tea is taken out of ‘the 
cheft ; ‘but the remainder which is left in, and which is expofed 
to fale, has often received fo much injury as to be unfit for afe, 
A great deal of tea, which is damaged, mufty, and meuldy, 
efcapes the notice of thofe perfons who are employed in fepa- 
rating the damaged from the faleable tea.—When the tea- 
dealers or brokers fee the teas which are to be expofed to fale, 
they difcover thefe ‘bad chefts; but, notwithftanding ‘the tea is 
indifputably mufty or mouldy, and: perhaps worfe than a great 
deal of that which is condemned to be burnt, it is {till expofed 
te fale.’ 


Mr. Twining obferves, it may perhaps be thought that 
he is acting the part of a very unfkilful advocate for the tea-+ 
trade, whilft he is expofing the badnefs of fome tea. But he 
thinks the public will never entertain a better opinion of tea, 
than when they perceive that the perfons who deal in it, ‘and 
who are the belt judges of it, are careful to prevent the fale 
of any which is unfit for public ufe. ‘ The tea-dealers, fays 
he, have done this, upon the prefent occafion: and I doubt 
not but they will continue to do it.” We fincerely wifh that 
this affertion- may be well founded ; for we fhould be forry to 
think, that Mr, Twining had introduced it only with the view 
to obviate an injurious charge, of his being ‘ a very unkkilful 
advocate for the ‘tea-trade.’ : 

Mr. Twining, to prevent all fufpicion of his having’ inten- 
tionally mifreprefented any part of the Report, has annexed.a 
copy of it to his Remarks. We hall conclude this ,article 
with obferving, that amidf the patriotie declarations of the 
direftors on one hand; and, on the. other, of the body of 
tea-dealers, under the name of their zealous and intelligent 
reprefentative Mr. Twining, .we wilh to fee the public derive 
fome more effential benefit, relative to the prices and quality 
of tea, than can refult from the mutual recrimination of thofe 
interefted parties. We muft however do this {pirited author 
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the’ juftice to acknowlege, that his Remarks have a natural’ 
tendency to produce advantageous effects. Of accomplithing 


this they could not fail, if the direétors and the tea-dealers 
would honeftly and vigoroufly co-operate in laying ‘ the ax 


- to the root of the tree ;? we mean not for the purpofe of de- 


ftroying. the tea-plant (for tliat, we are afraid, would be con- 
fidered as a national calamity); but with the view of dimi- 
nifhing the price, and preferving the purity of a beverage 

become fo much the obje& of almof univerfal indulgence. 


a 





Obfervations on the Rights and Duty of Furies, in Trials for 


Libels : together with Remarks on the Origin and Nature of 
the Law of Libels. By Fofeph Towers, LL.D. 8v0. 25. 6d. 
Debrett. 


| ie: trials for libels, whether the jury have a right to judge 
of the law as well as the fa€t, is a queftion which has been 
much agitated for fome time, and the determination of it, on 
either fide, feems not likely to afford general fatisfaction. The 
author of the Obfervations before us efpoufes, with great zeal, 
the popular.doétrine that the jury has fuch a right. In en- 
deavouring to eftablifh this principle, he takes a wide view of 
the feveral opinions incidentally delivered by judges, and the 
fentiments maintained by political and legal writers on this 
fubje&. The chief argument in fupport of this doétrine is, 
what he calls ‘ a very ancient, and certainly a very rational 
idea; namely ; that judges, appointed by the king, may have 
an improper bias on their minds, in caufes between the crown 
and the fubjeét.” We hall readily admit that the jealoufy of 
fuch an influence is not unnatural in a free conftitution ; but 
we may venture to afirm, that the judges being appointed 
by the king, was a circumftance which could fefs-excite fuf- 


. picion of undue influence, than that of their being formerly 


removeable at the royal pleafure. Dr. Towers muft know 
fufficiently well both the change, and the importance of that 


change, which has of late taken place in the fituation of the 


judges ; and we therefore think that he argues difingenuoufly, 
when he affects ‘to reprefent the ancient and prefent times as 
expofed to equal danger from apy biafs on the minds of the 
judges. . : 

Among the inftances adduced by Dr. Towers, of thofe 
who, in als for libels, “have denied the power of the judges 
to extend'to the determination of the point of law, is the cafe 
of the famous Lilburne, who addreffed the judges thus : 

“©The jury by law are not only judges of fact, but of law: 


alfa; and you that call yourfelves judges of the law, are no. 
more 
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more :but Norman intruders; and im deed, and in’ truth} if 
the jury. pleafe, are no more but:cyphers, to. pronounce their 
verdict.’ 

. Though we pL the, feverity.,of. the fiar-chamber 
court,. in .the affair of Lilburne, .we. cannot allow , that 
this cafe has’ great weight towards confirming our. author’s 
opinion, that the interpofition of the! jadges,. in trials: of 
libel, ’-is' aétually a ufurpation. -Lilburne’s invettive,. that 
the judges were’ * Norman intruders,’ is meant to ‘convey 
an infinuation, that before the Norman Cenqueft; ‘the trials, 
in refpeét to libels, were otherwife determined. But we be- 
lieve it will be difficult to prove, that before the epoch of the 
Conqueft, there ever was any trial for a libel in this country. 
The invention of printing is the period which Jaid the foun- 
dation for,this {pecies of offence.;.and when Dr. Towers al- 
ledges that his doctrine is conformable to the practice of juries 
in times more remote than the middle of the fifteenth century, 
he afcends to an xra where it is impoflible to find either com- 
mon or ftatute law upon the fubject. 

We cannot help being of opinion, that this author difco- 
vers a want of candour in an obfervation which he makes on 
‘Blackftone’s Commentaries. The learned author of that:work 
nt expreffled himfelf in the following terms on the fubjeét of 
libels. 


‘¢ In a criminal profecution,” he fays, “ the tendency which . 
all libels have to create animofities, and to dilturb the public 
peace, is the fole confideration of the law. And, therefore, 
in fuch profecutions, the only facts to be confidered are, firit, 
the making or publifhing of the book or writing; and fecond- 
ly, whether the matter be criminal: and if both thefe points 
are again{t the.defendant, then the offence againft the public 
is complete.” | 

In a later edition of the Commentaries, Mr. juftice Blackfione 
altered the paffage here cited, and inferted the word points 
inftead of faés. Dr. Towers reprefents this amendment. as 
entirely a political.accommodation. ‘ It is manifect, he adds, 
that the original and uncorrupted opinion oj Blackftone was, 

that the criminality. ofa book or paper, whether it was, or 
was not, a libel, was a queftion of fa, and not a queftion of 
Jaw.’ The argument that an original opinion fhould be beft 
. founded, feems not very conformable either to reafon or truth ; 
and with regard to its being uxcorrupted, we know too well 
the clearnefs.of underftanding, and the integrity, with which 
the learned judge was endowed, to fuffer the infinuaticn to pafs 
unnoticed, that his opinion was not equally uncorrupted wher 
_ he made the alteration above mentioned. 
The 











































Tae : 


= S 





= Se 
——_ 
SS 





































= et 


= SS Se 


— = s 


— 


—————— 
a 
= SSS == 
=3 


= — = 


= 











my 


of what is- not, a libel; an 





48 Towers’? Obfervations om the Rights of Furies. 


The following paffage in the Obfervations is planfible, but, 
when ftri@tly examined, feems not to be perfectly juft. 


* The doétrines which are propagated concerning libels, and 
the extent of the power of juries in: tfials for the publication 
of them, involve in them warious abfurdities.' "Phas though it 
is affirmed, that juries are incapable of determining what is, 
or what iis‘not, a libel, yet in every profecution of a:boakfeller 
or printer for a libel,. at is always taken for granted, that they 
are capable of determining this intricate and.knotty point, 
For they are never, in any cafe,. allowed to plead ignorance on 
this {ubjegt, as an exculpation of themfelyes for having fold or 
printed what is called a Itbe]. No bookfeller or printer 1s pers 
mitted to urge, in his own juttification, that he di¢ not know 
that any book or pamphlet, with the egy of which hé 
is charged, was a libel. Now, to take it for granted, that 
every common bookfeller or Sten is a judge of ‘what'is, or 

et to aflert, that twelve jury. 
men, perfons of the fame hak are incapable of determining 
it, is to the laft degree:pr epofterous and .abfurd. But many 
bookfellers have been pilloried, .and otherwife.feverely pynifh- 
ed, for felling feditious libels ; and fome BOWERS, have. been 
hanged for printing treafonable libels,’. 


. The guilt annexed to the sprinting or publifting of a libel» 
is no more.than what. ts imputed to the perfon who. commits 
any other trefpafs ; and to allow ignorance to be pleaded as 
an excufe for.a crime,..would be. opening a door by which. al- 
moft any law, confidering the mode of promplgation, might 


-be violated with impunity. . 


In. profecuting the argument above recited, the anthor thus 
proceeds : 
‘ We are told, that neither common, nor fpediat j juries, are 


competent to the decifion‘of what is, or what-is’ not, a libel. 
But grand juries, it feems, poffefs more fagacity. They mutt 


‘certainly poflefs fome knowlege upon titis fubjeét: for it is 


allowed, that they have a right to find bills of indi&imest 
againk libellers.” 


In this paflage Dr. Towers, for the purpofe of confirming 


a fuppofed abfurdity, has exhibited a contraft, which, in-our 


opinion, is neither candid nor juft.. It is not required of 
grand juries that they fhould enter minutely. into the evidence 


of fach caufes as are brought before them. ‘Their invettiga~ 


tion is only preparatory toa fubfequent trial; and it is fuf- 
ficient for ‘the purpofe intended, if, vpon a general enquiry, 


"the evidence produced before.the pramti jury be fuch as may 


feeem-'to render a farther inveftigation expedient. But the 


- eontraft.which the author has drawn, afforded a.very conve- 


nient opportunity for introdneing the cafe of the dean of St, 
Afaph, 
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Afaph,. with.a view to which the Obfervations in general feem 
to be calcylated. 


\ 


We readily agree with this author, that with .régatd to 
libels, the law is in general lefs apse and precife than on 
other fybjects. Libels are.nat of fo remoge origin as to fall 
within the prefcription of common law; and the authority by 
which the-earligr inftances of the kind were determined, as 
being long fince abolifhed (we mean the coust of far-chamber) 
is not the moft fatisfaory. But the attempt, towards intros 
ducing of innovations, withont any apparent peceflity, appears 
to us a political empiricifm, which, however well intended, 
may prove more ipjurious shan. beneficial to the public tran- 
quillity,. Dr. Towers, we are. aware, will natadmit that the 
attempt tewhich we allyde is really an ingoyation. He will 
maintain that the.right of juries te judge.of the law, as well 
qs the fact, is fully eftablifhed by ansiens ufage.. But in fap 
part. of this, opinion, we muft confefs, we do not find any 
proof. Many declarations to this effe& indeed are cited by the 
author before us; but they feem too vague to be confidered-ag 
of fuffictent authority in a contefted point, Had Dp. ‘Fowers — 
endgayoured to maintain his hypothefis upon the principle of 
analogy, the foyndation would, in pur opinion, have been fap 
lefs liable to objection; though, even in this. cafe, the peculiae 
nature of libels might perhaps exempt them from the general 
mode of determination in all pther cafes.. Dr. Towers, hows 
ever, not content with urging the expediency of a general 
verdict, in cafes of libel, would excite the public to infift that 
jurjes haye, the fole and abfolute right of determination, bath 
in. point of fact and of law.. We cannot avoid. obferying, 
that in profecuting she fubject, he difcovers much warmth; 
ules many npneceflary repetitions, and has frequently recourle 
to anonymous authorities, which, in difquifitions' of this na- 
ture, cannot be entitled to much regard. 
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Sele? Works. of the Emperor Julian, and Some Pieces of the So- 
poift Libanius. By Fobn Dunccbe, M: A. '2:Vols. 80, 
‘pos. in Boards. Cadell. --° ©: a 

ye abbé de la Bleterie publifhed, in 1735, the Life of 

the Emperor Julian, To'‘this he added, in 1748, the 

Hiftory of the: Emperor ovidn, with tranflations ‘of fome of 

the’ pieces of Julian, in” two' volumes ofavo. Both thefe 

works are written with great elegance, .candour, and impar- 
tiality. "The former was tranflated into Englith, in 1746, by 

Mrs. Williams*, 2 blind lady, affifted by two fifters of the 





_ * Sfuthor of 2 volume of mifcellanies, in which are feveial pieces by her 
friend Dr. Fchnfon. 
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go Sth& Works of the Emperor Fulian. 

name.of Wilkinfon, under the infpection of Mr. Markland, 
Mr. Clarke, and Mr. POM. who improved it with many 
ufefal notes. 

Jalian was born at Congantinople’ in 331. His father Ju- 
lius Conftantius, and moft of his relations, were maffacred by 
the \order of the emperor Conftantius. His ‘half-brother 
Gallus was banithed into Jonia, and Julian fent to Nico- 
media, where he was educated a Chriftian by the bifhop Eu- 
febius +, and officiated as a lecturer in the church, About 
the age of twenty, he was perverted to paganifm, by Maximus, 
a Platonic philofopher at Ephefus ; being excited perhaps to 
this apoftacy by his hatred for the emperor Conftantius, who 
was a zealous Chriftian. It is certain, fays abbé Bleterie, that 
- Maximus predicted the empire to him ; that he clearly laid 
before his view the extraordinary project of deftroying the 
then reigning religion, to eftablifh that of his anceftors ; and 
that by the force of exhortations, flatteries, and delufions, he 
made him the moft convinced and enthufiaftic pagan that ever 
lived. 

In 335, he was created Czfar by Conftantius. The em- 
perors, it may be obferved, gave this title to thofe whom they 
deftined to the empire; that of imperator or Auguftus, to 
thofe whom they aétually affociated with themfelves in fove- 
reign power. ‘The title of Cafar was properly nothing more’ 
than an adoption into the imperial family. Conftantius de- 
jigned Julian only for a phantom, clothed in purple, who 
might appear with more fplendour at the head of an army, 


and bear the image of a-fovereign from city to city. ‘The 


emperor had no male children ; and he now felt a’‘remorfe for 
the manner in which he had treated the princes of the ‘im- 
perial howfe. He believed that Julian had no reafon t6 love 
him ; but he hoped that the purple would: make him forget 
what was pafled, and prevent a dangerous oppofition.: 
.. Soon after this appointment, Julian fet out for Gaul, where 
he made feveral fuccefsful campaigns. .Upon.the death of 
Conftantius, in 361, he returned to Conftantinople,. and re- 
ftored the pagan worhhip. In the following year he compofed 
his books againft the Chriftian religion. In 363, he is faid 
to have given’ orders for re-building the Temple of Jerufalem. 
‘The fame year he marched againft the Perfians, and ina fkir- 
mith received a mortal wound, of which he died the fucceed- 
ang night, aged 32. 

. The conduét of this emperor, with refpec to the Chriftian 
religion, was artful and malignant. He abitained indeed from 


— 
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at Eufebius died about the year 942, when Julian was not above 43 years 
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murder 
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‘murder and .the fhedding of blood; but he took 2 courfe 
which was perhaps equally pernicious. He fomented divifions 
- famong: the Chriftians, deprived their youth of a learned edu- 
cation, and ftripped them of their fortunes. . And whenever 
the Chriftians ‘complained of this injurious treatment, he 
imocked them, farcaftically anfwering in thefe words of Chrift : 
* Bleffed are the poor.’ . His orders for building the. Temple 
of Jerufalem (if he really gave thofe orders) were not owing 
to.any refpeét: for the: Jewihh religion; which he treated with 
contempt, buta fcheme-to expofe and fubvert Chriftianity. 

‘This attempt is mentioned by three contemporary writers, 
“Gregory Nazianzen; Chryfoftom, and Ambrofe, bifhop of 
-Milan ; by. Ammianus Marcellinus* ; and afterwards 
Ruffinus, Socrates, Sozomen, Theodoret, Philoitorgius, and 
others. Accordingly.the truth of this piece of hiflory is main- 
tained by Fabricius, Witfius, bifhop Warburton, &c. Yet 
Bafnage, Lardner, and fome other learned writers, have 
doubted the fact. | 

The following circumftances render it improbable, 1. \Ju- 
lian’s writings give no intimation of his attually engaging 
in -fuch’a fcheme. In his addrefs to the community of the 
Jews, -he only intimates his intention to rebuild Jerufalem 
‘after. his:return from ;the Perfian war; but this never hap- 
.pened. 02, That -hesthould «give orders for fuch an expenfive 
‘work, and allot money for it.out of the public treafury, when 
he was undertaking an important expedition againft the Per- 
fians; is very unlikely: - 3. The hiftory of this event, as re- 
. lated by» Chriftian writers, is ioaded with miracles, or pre- 
tended miracles, which are incredible, . 4. There was no oc- 
-eafion for fuch a providential interpdfition as that which Mar- 
-cellinus mentions: for Julian died foon after the fuppofed 
edi&.' 5. Contemporary writers, who {peak of the Temple, 
as Jerom, Prudentius, and Orofius, take not the leaft notice 
of this tranfaGtion, »6: Thofe who have related the ftory were 
enemies to Julian. ‘Gregory Nazianzen wrote an outrageous 
‘invective agaiift him: and in his narrative frequently appeals 
to popular ftories.. -Chryfoftom reports many things of Julian, 
‘fot which he had -no/:better adthority. Ambrofe lived at 
Milan; and relates this occurrence many years afterwards. 
“Ammianus Marcellinus wrote his hiftory at Rome, far from the 
fcene'of ation, and has invalidated his authority, by record- 
ing feveral things in his -biftory, which difcover his credulity. 
Succeeding writers, who’ probably took their account from 
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© Metuendi globi flammarum, prope fundamenta crebris afluitibus crum- 
pentes, fecére locum, exuftis cliquoties operautibus, inacceflum; hogque 
Modo, elements deftinatus repeltente, ceffavit inceptums Lib. xxiii. 1. 
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- their predeceffors, are not-:much»to be regarded. . The. follow- 
ing idle ftory:t is fo much lixe the miracle. we are now confider- 
-ing, that .it:almot ind dices us to look te both of them: in 
the fame light. . 

The. two: princes, Gallus end. Julian, bad undertaken to 
erect a ‘church upon the place where St. Mamas, a martyr of 
Cxfarea in. Cappadocia, was buried. .This work was divided 
between them; and each carried on the part, that had fallen 
to his fhare,. in emulation of the others: Whilf the. labours 
of. Gallus. advanced, .an invifible hand, it is: faid, oppofed 
-thofe of Julian. Semetimes the foundations could not be laid ; 
fometimes the carth threw them up again. And at length the 
ftru€ture, carried to fome height, with much time.and labour, 
‘was fuddenly thrown ‘down, fo that it could not pofibly bie 
completed. Gregory Nazianzen tells us, that he had this fadt 
from thofe who were eye-witneffes of it; and Sozomen pre- 
tends .to have hheard it: from thofe who had feen thefe wit- 
neffes ! 

‘Upon .thefe, and other reser learned men have heftated 
‘about this point. And: indeed, though «a wife man will nat 
haftily reject. the well:duthenticated ‘teftimonies of grave ‘and 
refpeGable hiftorians, he will. be ‘very..cautiogs in receiving 
accounts of miraculous interpofitions’; sas itis ‘certaih,: that 
‘many ftories of this kind have: beenanvented and propagated, 
in every age, from the latterpart:of theofirt century to the 
prefent, by ‘knaves and ‘fools;;bigots and) enthufiafts, to the 
i difgrace of reafon and philofaphy ; and-\(among: thofe who 
mia cannot make ‘a proper: diftindtion) to. the sein ataty gt: cam af 
ai Chriftianity. «. . 

-» As much ‘as ‘Jodian ds blacked. by the Chrifians, heiis.com- 
‘mended by the»pagan writers, for his firmnefs, his moderation, 
@ his fuperiovity of underfanding, :and:other great qualiti¢s, in 
which they ‘reckon him fecond:only'to . Julius Czfari Bait his 
credulity, his faperftitiows dread of omens, «and his preferring 
the abfurd rites of paganifm to the Chriftian religion; are no 
proofs of his fuperior underftanding, as:a:philofopher. And 
af all religions were alike to him, it was/abfardin him, as an 
emperor, to attempt the abolition ‘of ‘the ‘public and eftablithed 
religion ; and, if ‘poffible, yetmore abfurd in him, as’a ge- 
neral, té-think of altering the religion of his ‘army, when the 
braveit actions performed by: it, -was owing to that religion, 
to which they had ‘been long attached *. 
. The dele&. works of.. julian, tranflated. by Mr. Duncombe, 
confit of, J. An Epiftle to the pops Themiftius-on-the 
Dangers of Soversign Power, 
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‘JI, A Confolatory Oration onthe Departure of Salluf; his 
confidentiai friend, who was going into Iilyricum. 

‘Ti. An Epiftle to the Emperor Conftantias, 

1V. A Manifeito to the Senateand People-of Athens; written 
foon: after his being proclaimed emperor of the Gauls, and 
while he was marching with his army agdinit’Conitantius, ex: 
plaining the motives of his conduét, and fully deferibing the 
patience with which he had borne the repeated -injuries and 
prevecations of Conftantius; aud the great relutance with 
which, by the concurrence of the. wink he was exalted 86 
the empire. 

..V, An Allegoricai, Fable. Julian has workbd ret crimes 
and misfortanes of the family of Conftantine into this alles 
gory. . It forms. the conclufion of the feventh oration’ ° 

VI. The Duties of a Prieft, extraéted*from the Fragment 
of an Oration, or an’ Epiftit, This piece-confifts of inftruc- 
tion, ‘addreffed by him,’ in quality of fovereign pontiff, to.a 
pagan prieft. Though this apoftate has expreffled himfelf wth 
great virulence againft the facred writers; yet moit of the 
tules, which he prefcribes to his pontiffs, are formed,upon the 
idea.of what the Chriftian church requires:of her clergy. he 
tranflator has omitted the author’s ‘ blafphemies.’ 

Vi... The Cefars. Julian com pofed his datire-after he was 
emperor, in 961. ‘This is deemed the mafter-piece of Julian: 
Mr. Gibbon ftyles it, ‘ one of the moft agreeable and inftruttive 
produttions of ancient’wit? © The abbé de. la ‘Bletérie fays, 
‘It is a moving picture; in which the fpectatot fees rapidly, 

paflimg before his eyes; bat without confufioh, thofe matters 
of the world, defpoiled. of their grandeur, and reduced. to 
their vices and their virtues, By the aid of a fimple. and an- 
genious fiction, Julian makes thofe, who have difhonoured 
the purple, difappear with ignominy ; and among thofe, who 
deferve to be placed in the number of fovercigns, he choofes 
the mof illuftsious,. to. make them contend for pre-eminence. 
Though ‘he feems to feave the queftioa-andetermined, it is 
fufiiciently clear, that Mafous Aarrélius’ Gs °the hero ‘of the 
piseée 5° that’ Falian gives “him the’ prefetehdé, and meats to 
announce to the world, that he aie taken thit philofopher fox 
his model. I do ndt think, Continues this Writer, that.in any. 
work fo fhort, are to be found at.once fo many characters.and 
manners, fo much zefinement. and folidity, “fo. much. in drug 
tion, without the author's ever afluming a dogmatical tone, fo: 
much wit and pleafantty, :without ‘his ever ceafing to mitruty 
The work however,:he allowsscis: not exempt: from faults, 
Some:of | his vailleries care frigid, — set) ghee bé ‘groand- 
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lefs, or too fevere; and the indecent manner in which he 
treats his uncle.-Conftantine the Great, is inexcufable. 

_ In this fable, the, gods and the Czfars are fuppofed to be 
invited by Romulus.to a banquet. On.the appearance of the 
Cefars, Silenus, Apollo, Mercury, &c. make remarks on their 
follies and foibles, their virtues and vices. It will be ex- 
pected, that.we fhould give an extra& from this applauded 
performance. |..We fhall take it from the frit part, which re- 
Jates to characters more known and intereiting to the gene- 
tality of readers. _ Gx Yo” | 


* As foon as the table was fpread for the Czfars, the firft 

who appeared was Julius Cafar. Such was his paffion for 

lory, that he feemed wiiling to contend for dominion with 
Seana himfelf, ,Silenus,.obferving him, faid, ‘* Behold, Ju- 
piter, one who has ambition enough’ to endeavour to dethrone 
vou: he is, you fee, ftrong and handfome, and, if he refem-. 
bles me in nothing elfe, his head, at leaft, is certainly the fel- 
low of mine.” ba Oe ier 
© Amidft thefe jokes of Silenus, to which the gods paid little 
attention, Odctavianus entered. He aflumed,’ like a camelion, 
various colours, at firft appearing pale, then black, dark, and 
cloudy, and, ‘at laft, exhibiting the charms of Venus‘and the 
Graces. In the luftre of bis eyes: he feemed willing to rival 
the fun ;- nor could any one encoanter his looks. ‘* Strange !’” 
cried Silenus; “ what a changeable creature is this! whatmif- 
chief will he do us!” ‘* Cease trifling,”? faid Apollo, ‘* After 
I have configned him to Zeno, I will exhibit him to you pure 
as gold. Hark ye,’’ added he to that philofopher; ‘‘ Zeno, 
undertake the care of my pupil.” . He, in obedience, fuggeft- 
ing to him a very few precepts, as if he had muttered the in- 
cantations of Zamiolxis, foon rendered him wife and virtuous. 

- “'Phe third who approached was Tiberius, with a grave but 
fierce afpeét, appearing at once both wife and martial. As he 
turned to fit down, ‘his back difplayed feveral fears, fome cau- 
teries and fores, fevere ftripes and bruifes, fcabs and tumours, 
imprinted by luft and intemperance. Silenus then faying, 

** Far diff’sent now. thou feemef than :before,” . « 

in-a much more ferious tone,’** Why fo grave, my dear?’’ faid 
Bacchus. ‘* That, old fatyr,’? replied he, ‘* has terrified me, 
and made me inadvertently quote a line of Homer.” ‘* Take. 
care that he does not alfo ao 


7 [your ears,’’ faid Bacchus ; * for 
thus, it is faid, he treated a Certain grammarian.” ‘* He had 
better,” returned Silenus, ** bemoan himfelf in his folitary 
ifland (meaning Caprez) and tear the face ‘of fome miferable 
fifherman.” 2 Sees 18 BOS SISK om ob 
‘ While they were thus joking, a dreadful monfter [Caligula] 
appeared. - The gods averting their eyes, Nemefis delivered 
him.to the avenging: Furies, who’ immediately threw him into 
Tartarus, without allowing Silenus to accoft him. But on the 
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approach of Claudius, Silenus began to fing the beginning of 
Ke part of Demofthenes in the Knights o Eghoa omeet. cae 
joling Claudius. Then turning to Quirinus, ** You are un- 
juft,” faid he, ‘* to invite your defcendant without his freed- 
men, Narciffus and Pallas. But, befides them, you-fhould alfo 
fend for his wife Meffalina; for without them, he appears like 
guards in a tragedy, mute and inanimate.” > 

‘ While Silenus was fpeaking, Nero entered, playing on his . 
harp, and crowned with laurel. Silenus then turned to Apollo, 
and faid, ** This man makes you his model.” ‘*I hall foon 
uncrown him,” replied Apollo: ‘* he did not imitate mé in 
every thing, and when he did, he was a bad imitator.’? Cocytus 
therefore inftantly {wept him away, divefted of. his crown. 

‘ After him, feeing many come crowding together, Vindex, 
Otho, Galba, Vitellius, Silenus exclaimed ; “* Where, ye gods, 
have ye found fuch a multitude of monarchs? We are faffo. 
cated with fmoke; for beafts of this kind fpare not even the 
temples of the gods.”’ Jupiter then looked at his brother Se- 
rapis, and faid, pointing to Vefpafian, ‘‘ fend this mifer, as foon 
as poflible, out of AZgypt, to extinguith thefe flames. Bid his 
eldeft fon {Titus} folace himfelf with a proftitute,’ but chain 
his younger fon [Domitian], near the'Sicilian tyger.’’ 7 

‘ Then came an old man {Nerva], of a beautiful afpect (for 
even old age is fometimes beautiful), in his manners moft gen- 
tle, and in his adminiftration mild. With him Silenus was fo 
delighted, that he remained filent. ‘* What!” faid Mercury, 
** have you nothing to fay of this man ?” ‘* Yes, by Jupiter,” 
he replied; ‘* for | charge you all with partiality, in fuffering 
that blood-thirfty monfter to reign fifteen years, but this man 
{carce a whole year.” ‘* Do not complain,” anfwered Jupiter ; 
*¢ many good princes fhall fucceed him.’? 

‘ Trajan immediately entered, bearing’on his fhoulders the 
Getic and Parthian trophies. Silenus,-obferving him, faid, in 
a low voice, but loud enough to be heard, ‘** Our lord Jupiter 
muft now be careful, or he will not be able to keep:Ganymede 
to himfelf.” . After him advanced a venerable fage [ Hadrian}, 
with a long beard; an adept in mufic, gazing frequently 
on the heavens, and curioufly inveftigating the abftrufeft fub- 
jeé&ts. “ What,’ faid Silenus, ‘‘ think »you of this fophift? 
Is he looking for Antinous? If fo,;:one of you may tell him 
that the youth is not here, and: thus check his: madnefs and. 
folly.” ‘To thefe fucceeded a.man of moderation, ‘not in ve; 
nereal but political purfuitsefAntoninus Pius-] Silefius, on 
feeing him, exclaimed, ‘‘ Strange:! how important: is he “in 
trifles !- This old man feems ta me one of thofe who would ha- 
rangue about a pin’s point.) = .s1): ob. onw . ; 

© At the entrance of two brothers, Marcus Aurelius and Lu-' 
cius. Verus, Silenus: contracted> his’ brow, as hé could’ by n@ 
means jeer or deride them, »Marcus in particular, though ‘he’ 
tridtly ferutipifed his.condué with regard to his fon and ‘his 
n--ont “DS: of we a gy: aS A iv to wif 
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wife ; 48 to her,,in his immoderate grief for her death, though 
the little deferved it; as to him, in hazarding the ruin of the 
empire b brefehng him to a’dilcreet fon-in-law, who would 
have made a better prince, and ftudied the advantage of his 
fon more than he did himfelf,. Notwithftanding thefe failings, 
Sflenus could not but admire his, exalted virtue. Thinking his 
fon [Commodus] unworthy: of any ftroke of wit, he filently 
‘difmiffed him, “And he, not being able to fupport himflelf, or 
Affociate with the heroes, fell down to the earth.’,. .. | 
After the Cefars had paffed in review before the gods, and 
among ‘them Alexander thé Great, it was agreed; that the 
moftt renowned heroes fhould contend for fuperiority ; that 
- every one fould feverally fpeak for himfelf, and that the pods 
fhould give their votes. When their proper turns were af, 
figned them, Julius Cefar thus began: 
_* It. was my good fortune; O Jupiter and ye gods, to be 
born, after many heroes, in that illuitrious city, which has exe 
tended her.dominion. farther than any other}. fo that they, all 
may be fatisfied, if they obtain the fecond piace. . For what 
other city, deducing its origin from three thodfand men, has, 
in lefs than fix hundred years, carried its conquefts to the utmoft 
extremities of the' earth? What other nation has produced fa 
many diftinguithed warriors ‘and. legiflators, or fuch devout 


worfhippers of the gods? Born. in a city fo renowned, J fur-: 


pafled, by my, attions, not: only my contemporaries, but all 
the. heroes. that. ever lived.; Of my own countrymen I know 
not one that will deny me the fuperiority. But as‘this Grecian 
is fo prefumptuous, which of his aétions will he pretend to put 
in competition with mine# His Perfian trophies, perhaps, as 
if he knew hot how many I won from Pompey. And who was 
the moft..experienced general, Pompey or Darius? ‘Which of 
them commandéd the braveft troops? Inftead of the refufe of 
mankind, )Pompey had in his:army more warlike nations than 
were ever fubject to Darius 5 of Europeans, thofe who'had often 
routed the hoftile Afiatics; and of them the moft valiant:; Tra- 
lians, I]lyrians, and Gauls. . Having mentioned the Gauls, 
can, the Gétic exploits of Alexander be compared:with my cdn+ 
queft of Gaubh?. He paffed the Dariube once’; I twice-palled the 
Rhine ;,and: of :my. German vidories ho one can difpute ‘the 
glory. I fought -with Arioviftus.. . . . tadpol: = *%.4ip* 
oo J.was the: firt Romanwwhordared to. crofs the German 
ocean. -‘Though, this.was a: wonderful atchievement, however 
it may be,adémired,. more glorious was my. intrepidity/in: being 


the firft who leaped on fhore. Of the Helvetic ‘and :Iberian . 


nations: J .faysnathing; wor: have 1 mentioned. my aétions ‘in 
Gaul,; where [took above threeshundred. towns; “and defeated 
‘two millions -of men. Great as thefe actions were, that which 
followed was gxeater and miore iMhiftrious. Being: obliged ta 
wage ,war with my fellow-cigzéhs, I wanquifhed the ane 
quere 
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quered and invincible Romans. If we fthould be judged by 
the number 6f our battles, I fought thrice as many as are 
afcribed to Alexander by hié greateft panegyritts; if by the. 
number of towns taken, ndét in Afia only, but alfo in Europe, 
I reduced more. Alexander faw and traverfed Agypr; 1, 
while I feafted there, fubdued it. Will you alfo compare the 
clemency of each of us, when vi&torious? I patdoned my 
enemies, and received from_them fuch a return as Nemefis 
has revenged. He never {pared his enemies, nor even his 
friends. In particular, as you difpute the pre-eminence, and 
will not immediately yield to me, like the reft, you compel me 
to mention your cruel behaviour to the Thebans. On the con- 
trary, how great was my humanity to the Helvetii! The cities 
of the former were burat by you; the cities of the [atter, 
burnt by their own inhabitants, were re-built by mé. Which, 
in fhort, was moft illuftrious; your defeating ten thoufand 
Greeks, or my repulfing the attacks. of a hundred and fifty 
thoufand Romans? Much more could I add, both of Alexan- 
der and myfelf; but as I never had Jeifure to ftudy the art of 
oratory, you muft excufe me, and, forming a juft and impar- 
tial judgement both from what I have faid, and what I have 
omitted, will, I doubt not, give me the fuperiority.” 

_. Alexander replied in a fpivited harangue, which, on account. 
of the limits of our Review, we mutt omit. 
. MIT. The Mifopogon. Julian having been infulted if 
fatires and libels by the people of Antioch, contented himfelf 
with an inoffenfive mode of retaliation; compofing, onder 
the title of The Enemy of the Beard, an irdnical confeffion 
of his own faults; and a fevere fatire on ‘the licentious and 
effeminate manners of Antioch. | : 
Two fhort paragraphs from this piece will be fufficient to 
give the reader an idea of the emperor’s plea/antry.,- - 


-* Fir, L will begin with my face. To this, formed by na- 
ture not over beauuful, graceful, or becoming, my own pér- 
verfenefs and fingularity have added this long beard, to ‘punifh 
it, ‘as it were, for no other reafon but becaufe natire has not 
made it handfome.. Therefore. I fuffer fice to’fcamper about 
it, like beafts through a thicket: F ‘cannot indulge «myfelf in 
eating vordctioully, atid muft be cautious of opening my mouth 
wide when I'‘drink, Jeft I fwallow- as-‘many ‘hairs as ‘crumbs, 
As for kifling, ‘and being ‘kiffed, they: give me ‘nor. the leaf 
trouble. | Se ; Ur wIs § 

. © ¥et amongft.other inconveniencies of.my. beard, ‘this is one, 
that at/prevents my joining pure lipsto {mooth, and, I think, 
much; fwester lips, as was formerly,obferved by one, who, in- 
fpired by Pan and Calliope; made fome verfes on Daphmis. 
You fay, that ‘¢ it is only fit to twift into ropés.”” That I 
would readily allow, provided you could “fo artfully extract ‘the 
briftles, ‘as to prevert theis hirtmy-your-foft ahd sean cd 
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Think not that this offends me; for I will give you a,reafon 
why I wear a chin like a goat, inftead of making it fmooth and 
bare like thofe of beautiful boys, and of all women by nature 
lovely. .You, fuch is the delicacy, and perhaps fimplicity, of 
your manners, even when old, imitate your fons and daughtets- 
by ftudioufly fhaving your chins, thus difplaying the man by 
the forehead only, and not, like me, by the cheeks. But not 
contented with this length of beard, my head is alfo nafty and 
feldom combed, my nails are unpared, and my fingers are 
ufually black with ink. And, to tell you a fecret, my bofom 
too is rough and hairy, like the mane of the lion, king of 
beafts, nor have I ever made it fmooth, fuch is my meannefs 
and illiberality. If I had any wart, I would readily difclofe 
it, as Cimon did, but at prefent in truth I have none. 

* Another circumftance, well known to you, I will alfo men- 

tion. Not fatisfied with fuch’an uncomely perfon, I lead a 
very rigid life, I abfent myfelf from the theatres, through 
mere ftupidity ; nor do I allow a play at court, fuch a dolt am 
I, except on the calends of the year, when I refemble a poor 
farmer bringing his rent, or taxes, to a rapacious landlord : 
and when I am there, I feem as folemn as at a facrifice. Ag 
it is not long fince you faw him, you may recollect the youth; 
the genius, and underftanding of my predecefior; my way of 
‘life, fo different from his, is a fufficient proof of my froward- 
ne{s.’ wade PwC | 
The author’s purple feems to, have contributed, more than 
any thing elfe, to give importance and reputation to this pro-' 
duétion. If it thewed his wit, it leffened his dignity ; and 
was more {uitable to the character of fuch a writer as Paul 
Scaron, than a Roman emperor, 

. Befides thefe pieces, the firft volume comprehends a collec- 
tion of epiftles from Libanius to Julian. The fecond volume 
contains, 1. Epiftles of Julian. 2. The Life of Libanius the 
Sophift, by Fabricius. 3. A Monody by Libanius on Nito- 
media, deftroyed by an Earthquake. 4. A Monody by Li- 
banius, on the Daphnzan Temple of Apollo, deftroyed by 
Fire, . 5. The Hiftory of the Emperor Jovian (Julian’s fuc- 
ceflor) by the Abbé de la Bleterie. 6. An Abftraét of an 
Effay on the Rank and Power of the Roman Emperors, in 
the Senate, by.the fame. And, laftly, fome additional Notes, 

Though Julian’s wit is often frivolous and.jinfipid, and 
many of his obfervations trite and uninterefting, yet the pub- 
lication before us may be confidered as a valuablecaddition to 
our tranflations of the Greek and; Roman claffics. » It gives us 
_a true idéa of this emperor’s very /mgular charaéter, and a 
good account of his much wifer fucceffor, Jovian? ‘It’ prefents 
us with a general view of the cuftoms and mannets which pre- 
yailed. in, feyeral parts of Europe and Afia, in the fourth cen, 
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tury; and it throws a light on feveral important tranf- 
actions in an obfcure period of hiftory. The comments of the 
learned abbé Bleterie, and thofe of the ingenious tranflator, - 
contain fuch a fand of. critical and hiftorical knowlege,’ as 
cannot but be acceptable to every curious and inquifitive 
reader. 
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Nichols. : 


Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica. No. XIX. 4to. 6d. 
Nichols. 3 : 


re eighteenth number contains the hiftory and antiquities 

of the two parifhes of Reculver and Herne, in the county 
of Kent. By John Duncombe, M. A. vicar of Herne. En- 
larged by fubfequent communications. | ; eS 

The Latin name of Reculver is Reguibium*, and the 
Saxon, Raculf-cefter, or Raculf-minfter. ‘The caftle (the 
building of which is afcribed by Kilburne to the emperor 
Severus) commanded a view, not only’of the German ocean, 
but of the mouths of the Thames and the Medway; on which 
account it was ufed as a watch-tower, to difcover the ap: 
proaches of an enemy, and alfo as a light-lioufe, to guide 
mariners, by fires kindled every night ; and this purpofe ufed 
to be anfwered by the two fteeples of the church, called the 
fifters, or the Reculvers, which formerly ferved as a fea-mark 
for avoiding the flats or fhallows in the mouth of the Thames ; 
but by the fhifting of the fands, they are now faid to be no 
longer ufeful, and mariners rather depend on St. Nicholas 
church, or Monkton mill. 

‘ The great antiquity of this place is apparent from the 
vaft number of Roman coins, chiefly of the lower empire, 
medals, vafes, &c. that have been, and ftill' continue to be 
found here; for Reculver, or, Regulbium, was, no doubt; 
‘one of the five watch-towers or forts, as Richborough caftle 
or Rutupiz was another, each‘ of them commanding oné 
of the mouths of the river Genlade, or ‘Wantfume, 
which, as Bede fays, then divided the ifle of Thanet ftom 
the continent of Kent. This caftle, which guarded ‘the 
north mouth, was the Roman ftation of the Vetafii, and wa 
certainly on the hill, where now ftands the church, and where 
formerly ftood the monaftery +, though between the time of 





* Regulbium, quafi reculfum, a verbo recello, particip, reculfus ; quod 
hic maximus fuerit fluctuum recurfus. Twinus de Rebus Albionicis, p. 26. 
+ Anno 669, Egbyrhtus rex dedit Baflo prefbytero Raculf, in quo mos 
nafterium edificaret. Sax, Chron. ne 
the 
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the. Romans. and its monaftic: ftate, it was alfo the fite of a 
#éyal, palace; not only fer Etlielbert 1. but for all his fuccef- 
fors,'-kings of Kent. 

‘ The Roman town has been long covered. by the fea, 
which lately, threw down the remains of the north fide of the 
old nr wall, which furrounded the caftle, and makes 
fuch rapid inroads on the-cliff, that it has long been appre- 
hended, that this noble ftrua&ture and’fea-mark, with all the 
lével below it, notwithftanding the great attention‘and expence 
beltowed in planking and piling by the commiffioners of 
fewers; will/in a few years fhare tlie fate ef the Roman towh 
above mentioned. The remaining walls of Reculver caftle 
fkirt a hill ef pit-fand, which is higher in every part than the 
ground without the walls. The earth has fallen, perhaps has 
been wafhed away front the bafe of the hill, and the founda- 
tion of that wall is thereby expofed to view in many places, 
which correfponds exactly with that of Richborough, being 
Jaid on fmall fmooth pebbles in the natural foil. In Leland’s 
time, between 1530 and, 15375 the village of Reculver flood 
‘© withyn a quarter of a°myle, or a little more, of the fe 
fyde ;”” Jat Leland’s miles were nove of the fhorteft. 

‘ The caitle, when entire, occupied above eight acres, 
The church ftands en the higheft past of the cliff, within a 
little of the fea, and at a diftance is a ftriking object from the 
two fpires at its weltend. ‘The cliff is continually crumbling 
away, particularly in the winter time, and falling on the 
beach, where the children of the neighbourhood pick up 
feveral Roman coins, The crumbling away of the cliff, on 
which the church ftands, is become very alarming ; but fome 
ingenious methods have been lately propofed by fir Thomas 
Page, to prevent the farther encroachment of the waves.” 

The beautiful {pires of Reculver have furnifhed Mr. Keate 
with an ingenious legeridary tale in his Sketches from Nature, 
and they are, alfo introduced in two poems included in this 

ublication; the one by Mrs. Duncombe, the other by 
Mr. Jackfon of Canterbury. 

The remaining part of this number contains the hiftory of 
Herne ; Ford-Houfe, an. ancient feat belonging to the fee of 
Canterbury ;-and Daundelion, a fathionable place of refort in 
the parifh of St. John the _Baptitt, in Thanet, a feat once be- 
longing to a family of that mame. Some original records are 
annexed, | 
' "This work is adorned with feveral elegant copper-plates, 
delineated by Mrs. Duncombe, Mrs. Highmore, and others. 

No. XEX. confifts of additions to the memoirs of fir John 
Hawkwood, extracted from Villani, and from Ritratti & 
| Elogif 


a2 











A Narrative.of..the Condudéof the Tca-dealers. 6x 


Blogii di Capitani illufri, publithed at Rome in-1635 ;. with 
fome corregtions:of a preceding account of this celebrated war- 
rior, x SOMANICAINS to the. editor ed Mr. D. Dalrymple. 
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A Ne arrative of the Conde of she T Mnitahies dunes the late 
Sale of Teas at the India Honfr By 1s, Cadell, 


"THE purport of this narrative is to vindicate the condu& of 
the tea-dealers, and to throw upon the direétors of the 
Eaft-India company the odium ‘refulting from thé general 
clamour relative to the price.and quality of reas. One of the. 
principal charges againft the diredtors js, that they did not 
communicate to the tea-dealers the ipformation which the 
latter defired, with regard to three points, at the commence- 
mest of the December fale, The points alluded to are ‘as 
follow : 
_ € wht. The tea-dealers wifh to receive all the information 
which the court of Direétors can with propriety give, relative 
to’ the quantity and, quality of thofe teas which they have 
lately purchafed in the different parts of Eyrope. : 

« 2d. The tea-dealers hope to receive the mof explicit in- 
formation, relative to amy teas which may be expofed to fale 
bepre the next quarterly or. March fale. 

« 3d. The dealers in tea expect that the direCtors will en- 
“gage not to. make, at any. time whatever, any alteration it 
the putting-up prices, without giving to the dealers‘in tea 
notice of fuch intended alteration, at'the commencement of 
that quarterly fale, which fhall be prior to the fale at which 
the alteration is aétyally to take place.’ 

‘Whether thefe feveral requefts were fuch as merited an ex- 
plicit compliance, there is fome room to qneftion. “The con- 
dud of the direflors was governed ‘by this opinion, and they 
returned the following anfwers: . 

_ © In the prefent ftate of that bufinefs the court canfiot give 
them any information. 

* aft. But whenever the company 4 import tea from. the 
continent, declarations thereof fhall be made public in the 
fame manner as is done when tegs arrive ‘from China. | 

* 2d. That no tea will be fold previous to that time, €x- 
cepting the tea declared for préfent =; and the ee 
— 

‘ 34. The company muft be guided a as ‘to prices at whidh 
the teas are to be put up at all future: fales, ‘hy the a& of -par- 
Jiament paffed laf Seffions, called the Tea At.’ 


2 . The 
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The fubfequent part of the pamphlet confifts chiefly of ob- 
fervations on this tranfaction, too tedious and uninterefting to 
be fubmitted to the attention of our readers. But in one cir- 
cumftance, which is.alfo: mentioned, the condu& of the di- 
rectors may feem liable to cenfure, unlefs indeed they can 
vindicate themfelves, by eftablifhing it as a fa&t, that the tea- 
dealers had formed a combination, either for diminifhing the 
price of tea, at the public fales, below what it could be rea- 
fonably afforded by the Eaft India company ; or for extorting 
. from.the.public a higher price than they ought, The circum- 

ftance at which we have hinted, is the interference of a clerk 
belonging to the Eaft India houfe, in offering as a purchafer 
at the public fale. We are, however, of opinion, that, un- 
lefs the quantity purchafed by the clerk was fo great as to af- 
ford a prefumption of his acting under the influence of the 
direftors, which we do not find to have beeit the cafe, the 
affair.was not worth mentioning. : 

The tea-dealers appear not a little folicitous to convince 
the public of the integrity of their conduc; it remains, there- 
fore, that the diredtors fhould alfo vindicate their own, As 
we have hitherto heard only the allegations on one fide, it is 
-premature to form any fatisfactory opinion upon the fubjeé, 
‘Thus. much, however, we may fay with impartiality, that, 
if no-bad teas be expofed to public fale, the tea-dealers alone 
will be anfwerable’ for retailing adulterated or vitiated com- 
modities ; and, if no undue artifices be practifed by the Eaft 
India company, to fupport the price Of teas, any impofition 
in this article muft alfo be imputed to the tea-dealers. Whe- 
ther the public will derive’ any effential advantage from the 
efforts of Mr. Prefton, we, have not yet had time to experience ; 
but it is no unpromifing circumftance, with regard to the 
fcheme fupported by that gentleman, that, from the. conclu- 
fion of this pamphlet, the tea-dealers, if we are not miftaken, 
feem to feel fore upon the fubject. 





Sermons, on varioys Subjed&s. In Two Volumes. By ‘the Rev. 
Heary Downes. 2 Vols. vo. 105. im Boards. Robinfon. 


HE author of thefe difcourfes appears to havé been a 
-learned and judicious divine, free from bigotry and en- 
-thufiafm. His congregation confifted of plain, country people, 
and his inftructions were adapted to their tafte and capacities, 
‘He has therefore avoided all {peculative and controverfial dif- 
quifitions, except, perhaps, where he endeavoured to faggelt 
fome ufeful cautions againft the abfurd notions of the metho- 
difts. His ftyle is perfpicuous, and, in general, plain and 
“phaffecled. In fome paflages we meet with flight inaccuracies, 
‘ ' and 
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amd colloquial phrafes; but.thefe are fuch as will fcarcely be 
obferved by any but critical judges of compofition. _ 

Our readers will form a proper notion of his manner.of 
writing and reafoning, from the following extract. — 


* That Jefus fhould melt into tears for his dead friend at the 
time when he was immediately about to bring him to life 
again, is fach' an abfurdity in the opinion of thofe who impro- 
perly call themfelves free-thinkers, as deftroys the credit of the 
whole ftory. But it is the misfortune of fceptics, in general, 
to look no further than the face of things ; to judge according 
to their firft appearance. Of fuch there are {mall hopes. - To 
others who are not quite fo fuperficial, but are willing to featch 
a little deeper into the matter, it may be proper and poflible to 
give fome fatisfaction, at leaft if their doubts are fincere and 
confcientious. 

« Now the objection before-mentioned, where it is real, and 
comes from the heart, proceeds from not attending duly to 
human nature, but chafodnding reafon and conftitution toge- 
ther ; or giving the former fuch a power and authority over 
the latter, as fhe hath no sight to, neither doth claim. The 
office of reafon is not to root out, but to regulate the paffions, 
and affections—not to deftroy their being, but to reftrain their 
excefs ; and to direct and govern them, both as to the objeé&t 
and’ the degree. ‘ Sorrow and fympathy are as natural to the 
human mind as cold and hunger to the body; and to prevent 
them, belongs neither to the provincenor power of realex, In 
‘this refpeét the mind is merely paflive, and no other than what 
‘wax is to the impreflion ftampt upon it. ‘This internal fenfe is 
a thing quite diftin& from reafon, and hath no connection with 
it; depends not upon arguments or choice, but is derived from 
nature, and aéts, and is aéted upon by neceflity. We fee it in 
‘many inftances; we obferve men furprifingly affected by the 
fight of a piéture, or the combination of founds, before they 
“have examined, or even without being able to examine them 
by the rules. of painting or mufic, or without the leaft tkill in 
the laws of fymmetry and harmony. -.Juft fo it is with fpeéta- 
cles-of diftreis, We are ftricken at the firft view. Wedo not 
afk reafon whether, or no, we fhall be moved, but readily obey 
the great and alarming f{ummons. In theatrical performances, 
_does not the thrilling tear burit from the eyes of an audience 
upon imaginary. fcenes of horror and diftrefs, though ‘at the 
fame time they are well aware that fuch fcenes are merely 
fictitious, the effett of art and fancy, and often void of truth, 
or even prebatility itfelf? Do they confult their reafon, and 
‘inquire into the grounds of their forrow ? or rather do they not 
— as it were, againft reafon? Nature pleads and the tears 

Ow. Lar ) 

¢ The queftion fhould be, therefore, whether Jefus’s weeping 
over Lazatus was natural ; whether he did more than would be 
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expected -from any other perfon, of a kind and compafiopate 
temper, in the like circumftances? And if (as we ‘have jaft 
now obferved) nature claims it as a debt to imaginary fcenes} 
how much rather to real fufferings ? For fuch were thofe which 
now moved our Saviour’s concern, and. bade the filent tear be 
witnefSof it... ., ogni. ios * iid . call 
‘Iris true he was fenfible that thofe fufferings would be 
Short; that he had the cure along with him; that he was 
come on purpofe to apply it; that the dead man fhould be im- 
mediately raifed, and all their forrows fubfide—but what then ? 
Was not the object which he then beheld, were not the Jamen- 
tations which he then heard, affecting ? if fo that was enough. 
* When Pharaoh’s daughter opened the ark of bulruthes, and 
faw the child Mofes, who had been therein expofed to the rude 
mercy of the winds and waves, we read, the babe cept. It is 
not faid, but it would be an injuttice to her character not to 
tuppole, that the wept alfo, provoked by. fo piteous a fights 
And though the knew that it was in her power to fave and pro- 
te the poor, helplefs, devoted infant; yea though the refolved 
to take him under her royal protection, and to adopt him for 
her fon, yet it is not likely that fuch her humane.refolution ag 
once flopped the flow of her tears, or reftrained her tendernefs, 
but fo long at leaft as the fame moving object continued in her 
fight, the fame emations of pity worked in her breaft, notwith- 
ftanding the happy: change defigned for him. In like manner 
eur Saviour beheld things as, they then appeared, viewed them 
in their prefent fituation—Lazaris entombed beneath his feet-— 
@ weeping crowd before his eyes—a {cene furely very proper to 
move the human heart, apd Fall forth the fympathetic tear. 
Aad sbetehore, hye our pons ord iy all hase besame Tike 
unto us, fin only excepted, can we wonder to find him warm 
with thofe kind and generous affections which are ‘ ally cleemed 
the mo amiable part of our nature? Or muft we not have won- 
dered if he had pot been fafceptible of thofe impreffions whi 
the bet of men feel the mo fenfibly ; and which are one true 
gritetion of their excellency ?? Poedla | 
The following are the principal {ubjetts, which the author 
‘has explained and illuftrated in thefe two volumes. Fhe weep- 
dng of Jefus at the Tomb-of Lazarus, the Righteoufneés which 
exalteth a mation, the’real and pretended Chriftians Pride, 
Envy, Slander, the whole Duty of Man, true Zeal, the Sa- 
crament, Jephtha’s Vow, Church Mufic, worldly and reli- 
gious Purfuits, the Punifhment of Haman, Contentment, the 
yproper Ufe of temporal Bleflings, Faith without Works, 
/Chruf’s Victory over the World, a good Name, Repentance, 
cand. the Care of the Soul. . oe i 
In the fermon on Jephtha’s Vow, Mr. Downes tranflates 
‘the Hebrew particle 4, Jud. xis 31, or; and. Suppefes that 
“Jephtha’s daughter was not faceifced., This opinion is now 
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Getierally adopted ; ‘but the beft interpretation is ptopofed by 
a late writer *, who tranflates the latter part of the verfe in 
this manner: * And I will offer ta Aim a burnt offering ;’ which 
entirely acquits the father from any obligation to perform the 
crue} and unwarrantable aét of facrificing his daughter. - 








ee SS se ar ee 
MONTHLY CATALOGUE. 
Oe See 
Modern Times, or the Adventures of Gabriel Outcaf ; Juppofed 
to be written Y himfelf. Ih Imitation of Gil Blas. 3 Vols 
. 12mo. . 9s. Walter. . 
: ‘PF uERE is an agreeable pleafantry in Gil Blas, which 
renders his adventures in the palace of Philip, or the 
tower of Segovia, equally interefting: We feldom approve 
of his condu@, yet his fuccefs pleafes; and his misfortunes 
diftrefs us. To each ftate alfo his manners and his converfa- 
tion are fo nicely adapted, that he feems fitted only for it; 
and the changes in his fituation are produced by caufes ap- 
parently fo natural, that the. mind with eafe paffes from the 
robbers’ cavern to all the elegancies of the hate] garni. On 
thefe accounts, Le Sage’s hero pleafes readers of every de« 
fcription, and each joins im the applaufe, frequently without 
a moment’s enquiry into its foundation. We think that our 
author has acted injudicionfly, in obtruding this excellent 
work on ous notice; and, by that means, fuggefting a come - 
parifon very unfavourable to his own. Several of the fitu- 
ations are indeed fervilely copied from Gil Blas. Our hero 
is connected with robbers of a lefs atrocious kind! and, 
while he fails in villainy, exceeds his protetype in dignity, 
for Gabriel is actually prime minifter: he is. alfo: a fervant,: 
a ftage-player, and, to finifh the climax, a doctor, and a 
reviewer ; befides many fubordinate charaéters, and fome more- 
exalted ones, already mentioned. — : | 
As gur experience is by no means equally extenfive, we. 
cannot judge of all his reprefentations :. but his portraits aré — 
often diftorted likenefles; and, though we perceive fome ori- 
ginal traits, the colouring frequently difguifes the refemblance. 
He feems to have .obferved, and copied the picture.in the 
worft light; and to have deferibed the characters of pro- 
feflions from the loweft of its profefiors, Of the conduct.of 
Reviewers, and of their ufwal proceedings, he is entirely, 
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* See Crit. Rev. vol, xiii. p. 63. 
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ignorant ; indeed it often amufes, rather than difpleafes ns; 
to fee fuch different defcriptions of our. charattets. and con- 
nexions, while all are diftant from the truth :—but ‘ Let the 
galled jade wince, our withers are unweang.’ 

In the change of fituations, probability is not very often 
preferved; and fome of the adventures border too much on the 
marvellous. But, before we can ftrike the balance, we muft 
furvey the oppofite fide. Many of the charaéters intfoduced 
into-thefe volumes are drawn with fpirit, and preferved With 
confiftency. ; though, when- we catch a living likenefs, we 
think the picture, as ufual, is overcharged. ‘The different 
fituations are defcribed with pleafantry, and we are led through 
the train of adventures without languor or liftlefsnefs. The 
author is generally in good humour himfelf, except where he 
fpeaks of bookfellers or reviewers; and his ftrokes of ridicule 
are fometimes fo poignant, and generally fo tranfitory, that we 
forget our own lafhes, to contemplate the punifhment of our 
neighbeurs, who feldom fare better. The anecdotes, as our au- 
thor allows, are fometimes copied: indeed a little examina- 
tion might detect his plagiarifins more frequently; but, as 
he obferves, a well-timed ftory may often be introduced into 
company with propriety, though fome of them have already 
heard it.—This is, in our opinion, an impartial review of 
the merits and faults of thefe volumes, which the Literary 
Society have thought worthy their protection, and dignified 
with the advantages of the fLogographic Wre)s. But, what- 
ever advantages may refult from this mode of printing, we 
think, even ‘from the fpecimen before us, they are compen- 
fated at leaft by equal inconveniences. As to the great object 
of the fociety, viz. to publifh works of merit, which book- 
fellers will not undertake, we fhall make few obfervations, 
till we find that important publications are refufed by the latter, 
and in danger of oblivion, unlefs fupported by the former. 


The Myrtle; or, the Effects of Love. A Novel. In aa Series of 
Letters, by a Lady.’ 3 Vols. t2mo. gs. Lane. 


We perufe fo many trifling performances of this kind, that 
we want a variety of language to characterife them; but, in 
future, when we meet with any thing unufually trifling, we 
may fay, that it is as trite as infignificant, and as uninteretting 
as the Myrtle. 


The Cafket; or, Donble Difcovery. A Novel. In Two Volumes, 


1z2mo. 6s. Lowndes. 


We meet with the hackneyed adventures, and the ufual ca- 
taftrophes, of novels in thefe volumes, without an uncommon 
incident, a peculiar charagter, or new language. The work is 
ene of thofe equivocal beings, without the {pirit and — 
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of man; yet not fo far debafed by trifling effeminacy, as to 
belong to the other fex. It is a milk and water production ¢ 
and we fhall leave it to the babes and fucklings, for whofe, 
weak organs it is peculiarly adapted.—* Peace to its manes,” 


The Young Widow ; or, the Hiftory of Mrs. Ledwich. Written by 
. herfelf. In a Series of Letters to Fames Lewis, Efq. 2 Vols. 
‘ y2mo. 6s. Noble. — 


The editor wifhes for the character of a moralift, at leaf in- 
directly, for he endeavours to fhow, ‘that ‘beauty and fortune 
are not able to procure happinefs, when they are not accom- 
panied by virtue.’ In purfuit of this plan, he has given vice 
no feductive colouring, nor decorated her with allurements, which 
will continue long after the moral is forgotten. But, on the 
other hand, the tale is trite, uninterefting, and infipid: the 
young widow’s virtues and frailties, her pleafures and remorfe, 
are buried in 2 country retirement: we with not to difturb her 
repofe, nor to roufe her from the oblivion in which fhe will foon 
be involved. : | 


POE TR ¥. 


Poems. By the Rev. William Lipfcomb,. A. M. 4t0. 35. Od. 
Walter. 


In this publication we ‘have the following original poems : 
1. Ode to Midnight. 2. ‘Beneficial Effects of Inoculation. 3 
Elegy on the Death of Lord’ Lyttelton. 4. The Powers of 
Sympathy. 5..Ode to the Genius of Bath-Eafton. 6. Verfes 
on Lord North’s public. Reception at Oxford. ' 7.. To a Sitter, 
on her Birth-Day.. 8. To a Young Lady. Thefe compofitions 
{eldom rife beyond mediocrity, and to do juftice to the author, 
lefs frequently fink beneath it: though we are rather furprifed 
how fuch a line as 

‘ Th’ Almighty’s fovereign Deity,’ - 

crept into a performance in general corre¢t, and free from glare 
ing improprieties.. We with the fixth poem had been omitted, 
when we.are told that the honourable lord there introduced 
under the name of.‘ Britain’s Genius,’ 

‘ — chac’d to climes remote the blood-ftain’d foe,’—~ 
that he was 

‘ Born both to grace his country and defend 

—Britannia’s guardian and the Mafe’s friend.’ — 
Do not fuch encomiums too forcibly recall Pope’s well-known 
line ? | 

¢ Praife undeferv’d is cenfure'in difguife.’ 

All that we can allege in the author’s favour is, that as the 
poem was written in 1773, the American war was not at that 
time commenced, nor Mr. Warton probably known to the 
noble lord he has fo injudicioufly celebrated. The performance 
which pleafes us moft is that on-ineculation, and which we are 
told, ‘ obtained one of the chanéellor’s prizes at the univerfity 
: Fo2 of 
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of Oxford, in the year 1772." It opens with the diftrefs of . 
Arabia, on account of the ravages of the {mall-pox, which is 
perfonified in the following bold and ftriking manner. 

‘ His motley front uprear’d the deadly pett, 

And fhook, with favage pride, his purpled creft ; 

‘The fcorching fands of Afric gave him birth ee 

Therice fprang the fiend and fcourg’d the afflifted earth ; © 

Fiend fierce as this ne’er faw aftonith’d time ) 

Creep from old Nilus’ monfter-teeming flime ; 

Each vale now felt the deadly tyrant’s force, 

Nor tears nor vows could ftop his deftin’d courfe : 

In vain was fung the mighty prophet’s name 

‘To Mecca’s hallow’d walls the monfter came ; 

E’en in the facred temple’s inmoft cell 

Check’d in mid prayer the pious pilgrim fell, 

Nor could Medina’s fabled tomb withftand 

The baleful vengeance of his death-fraught hand. 

Thofe balmy gales that whilom could difpenfe 

A thoufand odours to the ravifh’d fenfe, 

With fragrant coolnefs Pleafing now no more 

Spread thro’ the tainted tky their deadly ftore ; 

With anxious fear the fainting mother prefs*d 

The fmiling infant to her venom’d breatt ; 

The {miling babe unconfcions of his -fate 

Imbib’d with greedy joy the- baneful treat ; 

Oft as the fwain beneath the citron fhade 

Pour’d his foft paffion to the liftening maid, - 

Infection’s poifon hung on.every breath, 

And each perfuafive figh was charg’d with death.’ 

The concluding lines are exceedingly elegant and pathetic. 
We have likewife a tranflation of twenty-three Italian fonnets, 
from the collection of P. Nicandro-+Jaffeus and others ;~all’ of 
which, either in the original or 4 profé verfion, have been al- 
ready publifhed. ‘Though the author does not always give an 
adequate idea of their fweetnefs and fimplicity, he never dif- 
guits, and generally pleafes. ‘The tranflation of thirteen odes 
of Horace, which conclude this collection, are neither entitled 
to praife nor cenfure. : 


Poems on various Suljeéis, Moral, Sentimental, Satyrical, and en- 
tertaining. By T. Har ey and W. Sancroft. Sve. 35». Dilly. 


. We have compared thefe friendly rivals, who entwine their 
taurel crowns into one feftoon ; but are really unable to afcer- 
tain the victory.‘ * Each is worthy of a heifer.’ May’this fo-. 
cial pair’ pafs down the. ftream of fame, and colle& the gale, 
free from the rocks and quickfands of criticifm, whofe flightett 
touch would defiroy their feeble bark; for, while:neisther can 
excel, neither can fink lower than the other. | >. |, 
: _* Arcades ambo_ 
_Et cantare pares. & refpondere parati.’ 


2 : Coalition 
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The Coalitional Rencontre.anticipated. A poetical Dialogue,  4to: 
2s. Stockdale. : 

Whether the author, as he has *poft-dated the time in which 
his poem was publifhed, has not likewife, from an anticipation 
of its fuccefs, prepared a fecond edition, before the firlt was 
difpofed of, feems to us nota little fufpicious, If it really has 
had fo rapid a fale, we can only wonder, and exclaim, in the 
words he has chofea for his motto, . 

‘ There’s no accounting for talte !’ 


Aerophorion. A Poem. 410. 15. Dodfley. 


This poem, though not remarkable for novelty of thought, 
or depth of reafoning, is written with fpirit and elegance, | It 
treats with no finall fhare of feverity thofe cynics who {neer at 
our aerial adventurers, 

“And mock the labours they defpair to reach.’ 
It is no Jefs liberal in its encomiums on them. The following 
analogical reafon has been often urged in favour of thofe gen- 
tlemen’s arduous attempts; and though, like other apologies, 
fallacious, yet, from the poetical garb in which it is arrayed, 
will give a favourable idea of the author’s abilities : 


* Tempted by clondlefs fkies, yet half afraid, 
When firft the novice mariner eflay’d 
On the frail raft the border to forfake, _ 
To try the bofom of the unruffled lake, 
Grafping with trembling hand the ill-form’d oar, 
And fearcely venturing from the leflening thore, 
While shouting crouds applauding rent the fkies, .__ 
And weeping matrons blam’d the bold emprize : 
Had fome enthufiaft bofom then foretold : 
What wonderous icenes the invention fhould unfold; =~ 
That ocean, fway’d by this improving art, 
Should join thofe coafts its billows feein’d to part ; 
Bear the ftupendous bark in fafety o’er, : 
And ev’ry produce waft to ev’ry fhore ; 
Had talk’d of climes by future navies crofs’d, 
From fcenes of Arétic to Antarctic froft, : 
And regions open’d to the aftonith’d fight 
Beyond imagination’s wildeft flight ; 
Such credit had he gain’d, as now would gain 
That fanguine votary from the {neering train, 
Whofe hopes fhould promife from th’ improv’d balloon 
Planets explor’d, and empires of the moon.’ 


The Immortality of Shakfpeare. 4 Poem. 4t0. 15. Highley.. 


The author, ina prefatory eflay, obferves, ‘ After the cor- 
rect Pope, how homely appears my verfe!~ after the divine 
Shakfpeare, how poor my imagination! and, after the im-, 
mortal ancients, how defpicable appears the whole!’ We are 


wore 





' # The poem was put into our hands, December, 1784. 
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much of the fame opinion. -* Why then do I ruth thus eager! 
into the very bofom of death!’ Aye, marry, there’s the quef* 
tion! We hope, however, that by death he means oniy a poe- 
tical non-exiftence ; for. an unfuccefsful writer may prove a very 
valuable member of fociety. * Alas, continues he, this adds to 
the many proofs of man’s weaknefs: almoft convinced of the 
- ferility of my mufe,-I cannot deftroy the hope of her bearing a 
beauteous progeny.” We cannot indeed confider the prefent de~ 
livery as an abortion; but, as he has formed a conneétion with 
this lady at an early age, being but ¢ a youth of eighteen,’ ’tis 
poffible, if he continues the intercourfe, fhe may hereafter pro- 
duce him a living offspring. We with we could fpeak with 
juftice more favourably of this young author, who feems trem- 
blingly alive in regard to literary fame. As the account of his. 
fituation in life may plead fomething for poetical sic fal 
fhall lay it before the reader. wa @ 
* « Enchained by the fetters of commerce, how can the free- 
born genius take its unbounded flight? The prefent produc- 
tion comes from fuch an one, whofe time permits not of its cor- 
rection ; whofe verfes are made by ftealth; and who is fur- 
rounded, not with folio commentaries, but with folio ledgers ; 
not with the volumes of hiftory, but with journals; not with 
common-place books, but with wafte-books. That fhip muf 
indeed be of the firit rate, which, with unfavourable winds, 
weathers the ftorm, and triumphantly enters the harbour !’ 
His library at prefent is certainly ill calculated for affifling 
the flights of fancy; it may, however, prove of more real 
utility, and afford folid pudding, while the more favoured 
votaries of the Nine ftarve on empty praife. 


The Vanity of all human Knowledge. A Pocm. By the late Rev. 

Fobn Stuckey. Corrected, enlarged, and arranged by M. Dawes, 

LE fq. With a Fah poe Dedication to Dr. Prieftley, and an Ac-. 

count of the Life and Death of the Author. 40. 25. 5d. Evans. 

This pamphlet for a time efcaped us; and, if it had con- 
tinned unkngwn, we fhould have loft neither pleafure nor ad- 
vantage. The philofophical dedication is an intended compli- 
ment to Dr. Prieftley, on the fubject of Neceflity ; but we know 
not how the following paflage can be confidered in this light; 
‘It is delightful (viz. the art of philofophifing) and initructing 
to thofe, whofe road to truth is bob te, up by fears, prejudices, 
and. gaconguerable habits of thinking.” If this has any meaning, 
it is, that philofophy would be pleafant, if it could be attained 
without the trouble of thinking. We really fufpect, from 
Mr. Dawes’s different publications, that he has aimed at this 
catravrdinary ast. oar ic abe angi 

The life of Mr. Stuckey, a clergyman in Brifto], and the 
fon of 'a gentleman in: Devonfhire, is unvaried by incidents and 
adventures.. Mr. Dawés feems to have known little of him, 
but that he was educated for a clergyman, and, from his ‘ un- 
songuerable habits of thinking,’ he became a methodift. +4, 
2a pon cha- 
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character, though oftentatioufly difplayed, is equally void of 
features, either remarkable or expreflive. The poem is fuch as 
may be expected from one who, from the tenets of his {¢&, 
defpifes worldly knowlege. A large fhare, if we can traft an 
original manufcript, is written by Mr. Dawes; but neither 
the original, nor the additions, offer us any, temptation to 
tranferibe a fingle line. In fome of the paflages there is a 
tancy, which we fhould neither expect from a philofopher nor 
a methodift; the verfification is {mooth, and the rhymes tolera- 
bly corre&. The great defects are force, fpirit, and meaning. 


4 Paforal, in four Parts: Abfence, Hope, Fealoufy, and Defpair. 
4to. 1s. Fores. 


‘Never was the manner of any poet more wretchedly imi- 
tated than that of Shenftone in this production. In the title 
page, the author is faid tobe a half-pay officer. It is poffible, 
that in a military capacity he may deferve efteem ; but Jet him 
never expect to gather laurels, or even the humble ivy, within 
the bounds of Parnaffus; for he is none of thofe illuitrious ge- 
niufes, ‘* whom both Minervas crown.” 


PO Lied - FA. Oy A,-L 


Political Letters written in. March and April 1784. By a late 
Member of Parliament. 8vo. 15. 6d. Biadon. 


The hiftory of the laft parliament, fubfequent to the paffing 
of the celebrated Eaft India bill by the houfe of commons, is 
‘fafficiently well known to, the public, and will ever deferve to 
be regarded as one of the moft remarkable periods in the annals 
of this country. The prefent pamphlet is employed in re- 
confidering* the political topics which were fo warmly agitated 
during that time. The author writes with good fenfe, difpaf- 
fionate reafoning, and_hiltorical knowlege ; bat the fubjeét has 
been already too much exhaufted to afford many interefting ob- 
fervations. ‘The remarks moft worthy of attention, are thofe 
which he makes relative to :/ecret influence. He evinces, from 
the authority of fir Edward Coke and fir Matthew Blakifton, 
that it is the inherent privilege of a peer to offer advice, when 
he judges proper, to his fovereign’; and he-alfo fhows from the 
hiftory. of Edward the Second, and Richard the Second, that 
the monopolifing of the royal ear by minifters, wastconfidered in 
thefe times as a grievance fo unconititutional and: dangerous to 
‘the ftate, that it proved the-fource of great public commotion 
in both the above mentioned reigns. Some pertinent: obferva- 
tions are alfo made on the pernicious confequences which might 
refult; dhould the houfe of‘lords be governed by an implicit 
obfequipufnefs to the refolutions of the houfe of commons. 

(A Sequel to Sir Wiiliam Fones’s Pamphler on the Principles of Ge- 
pT ES" peinment. “B00. ‘bd. ~ Cadell.’ a 
This dialogue, though denominated a Sequel to Sir William 
Jones’s Pamphlet, is a direét refutation of that production. 
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The principal fpeaker, (but whether likewife the author, we 

know not,) is the dean of ‘Gloucefter, who attacks the dean of 

St. Afaph with great vehemencte, and comes off victorious. ia 

the difpute. 3. ; 

Lord N—th condemned, and Lord Sm——mune vindicated. 8v0. 15 
. Cooper. 

During the long and ftruggling period of lord North’s ad- 
-miniftration, the author adduces. various inftances of mifcon- 
duct, as well as misfortune, With regard to lord Shelburne, 
however, he thinks that the only plaufible charge is what re- 
Jates to the limits of the Britifh and American territories ; re- 
fpecting which he obferves, that ‘his: lordihip may have’ been 
deceived by erroneous information, - 


A Letter to the Furors of Great-Britaia: occafoned by an Qpinion 
of the Court of King’s Bench, read by Lord Chief “¥uftice Mans- 
field, in the Cafe of the King and: Woodfall ; and faid to have 
been left by bis Lordfbip with the Clerk of Parliament. By 
George Rous, Efj. 8vo. 25. ' Stockdale. 


The author of this Letter has ‘ endeavoured to fhew, from 
the forms of proceeding, from the defign aud /pirit of thé infti- 
tution, and from the confant practice of ovr anceftors, that 
jurors ought cf right and duty to determine the whole: compli- 
cated charge in the profecution of a libel,’ In regard to the 
two firft of thofe heads, Mr. Rous argues with much a 
bility; but in fupport of the third, the only inftance he ad- 
duces is that of the feven bifhops ; concerning which, when we 
confider the difpofition of the people at the time, perhaps the 
conduct of the judges may appear‘to have been not uninfiu- 
enced by political motives, in leaving to the jury the night of 
‘determining with refpeét to the libel, At any rate, one in- 
ftance, and that-in a cafe which feems too’equivocal for any 
pofitive-inference, cannot be deemed a fufficient proof of the 
* conftant practice’ of our anceftors. 


MEDICAL 


A Method of preventing or diminifhing Pain in feveral Operations 
Of Surgery. By James Moore. Sve. 25. Cadell. , 
Notwithftanding Mr. Moore’s ingenious apology, we. feat 
that phyficians. are fometimes unfeeling, and forgeons cruel: 
‘This ftate of mind.is unavoidable, in confequence of the frequent 
dight of mifery and pain; for the.mind becomes callous from fuc- 
ceflive. impreffions, as welleas the body. We are by no:means 
certain that great fenfibility would-be advantageous to perfons of 
either of thofe profefijons ; it would certainly increafe.their own 
diftrefs, and perhaps would not:be very nfeful to their.patients, 
as it would deprive them of the power of exerting a dangerous, 
but neceffary, mode of relief. .The means of diminishing pain, 
therefore, recommended by our author, will not probably. be 
‘very genetally, received by pra@tical furgeons ; yet it-is inge- 
Sie , ihe mous, 
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nmious, and feems likely to be. effectual, The inftrunfent is 
called a compreflor, and is intended to be placed either on the 
arm or thigh, for it is applicable only to the extremities. The 
effe& is to prefs on the nerve, and confequently to diminifh 
the fenfibility of the limb. Mr. Moore candidly owns, that his 
experience, with this inftrument, is not fufficient to induce him 
to recommend it with confidence: the prefent pamphlet is pub- 
lifhed chiefly to introduce it to practice, and to procure evidence 
of its power, more unexceptionable than that of an inventor. 
This method :is liberal and judicious ; and:the author diftovers 
not only modefty and candour, in his-littl work, but a very 
competent fhare ‘of knowlege refpecting the anatomy of the 
parts, which are the fubject of his trials. ) 


Symptomatology, By Fobn Berkenhout, M.D, 8vo 35. in 
Boards. Baldwin, - 

The different fymptoms are arranged in this volume, ir an 
alphabetical order, and their feveral tendencies explained. The 
authorities are generally refpectable: we meet with the names 
of Hippocrates, Galen, and Colius Aurelianus, among the 
ancients; with Morgagni, Fothergill, &c. among the mo- 
derns. The apthor claims thoefe which appear without any 
other mark, and we fuppofe ratifies the others with his appro- 
bation. So far as we can perceive, the collection is accurate 
and judicious; we muft expect to find fome doubtful and fome 
-¢rroneous fymptoms, fince the authorities are fo various; but 
there are very fewof thiskind. The definitions of difeafes are 
thofe of Dr. Cullen, in his Syaopfis. . 

_ The work is dedicated-to the apothecaries, whom Dr. Ber- 
kenhout ftyles the phyficians de facto, while the title de jure 
-belongs to a different clafs. The world. would, he thinks, be 
benefited by trufting to old women only; fince more injury 
is done by the pretenders to the fcience, than by the judicious 
practitioners. In acute difeafes, the whole time, in which any 
thing of confequence can be done, is confamed in the triflings, 
perhaps in the miftaken efforts of the apothecary. This deed 
is generally true, aad requires the fevereft reprehenfion.. The 
‘apothecary fhould be more or lefs f{kilful than he is generally 
found to be ; he fhould be more fo, for the important period in 
which he is allowed to direét ; or lefs, if he is only to af in his 
‘original deftination, as a compounder, 

‘ If there be no-mifreprefentation in what I have written, it 
--appears that the life of every ifdividval in England is in the 
chands of fome apothecary, You fee, fir, the important, the 
awfal truft repofed in you by the whole nation, aid you can- 
not aveid perceiving your high confequence in the community. 
Members ‘of parliament and miniftets of ftate are the guardians 
of the pee property only.’ x? t itish 

We-have felegted this fpecimen of the lively manner of ‘our . 
author, whom we ‘always wait-on with pleafure. ‘We feldom 
dittrut his judgment; bat his vivacity and quicknefs {ometimes 
-will not wait for its cooler dictates. - ro 19 
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An Effay on the Medical Character, with a View to define it, By 
Robert Bath. 8vo. 2s. 6d,  Laidler. 


The author has adapted his work to the dull, and. to the 
althmatic: for the former, he enforces his fentiments by tauto- 
Jogy ; for the latter, he has fo plentifully interfperfed his ftops, 
shat the fhorteft breath can reach from the one to the other.. A 
fhort extract will ‘more clearly exemplify his manner than the 
longeft defcription. 

* Medical policy, in adopting a fyftem of diet, fo far, as it 
goes, to.the exclufion of the common and general {upports of life, 
as the molt defective and contemptible, as well, as nugatory, in 
itfelf. The general irritability, induced by difeafe, will cer- 
tainly, be zzcreafed, and not diminifbed, by a hafty; or, injudi- 
cious abridgment, of the common neceflaries and comforts of 
life; and, hence, great regard, muft be had, to the means of 
keeping up, and fupporting the patient, fo that nature’s in- 
tentions, may be foon, got at, or, pointe! out, to us; and her 
powers muft neither be obfruded, nor interfered with: in this 
cafe, the difeafe will more readily come to its crifis, and ter- 
mination.’ . , : 

As to his obfervations, they-are good, bad, and indifferent ; 
but much the greater number may be arranged in the two laft 
claffes.. In fome inftances, the obfervations are extreniely er- 
yoneous. 


Some Confiderations on the different Ways of removing confined and 
infedlious Air; and the Meaus adopted, with Remarks on the 
_ Contagion in Maidfone Gaol. By Thomes Day, 8v0, 15. 6d. 
Wiikie. | 
Mr. Day has colleéted. what diferent authors have written on 
this fubjeat, and related in perfpicuous, but not always exact 
Janguage, the methods employed to cerrect the noxious air in 
Maidftone gaol. Hechiefly ufed fhowers of lime-water, which 
feemed very refrefhing, and, with changes of cloaths, bedding, 
&c. foon rendered the gaol more healthy. We are forry to ob- 
ferve, that our knowledge on this fubjeét is not, very accurate. . 
Miafmata and contagion exift in the air; but we know not 
whether they are capable of a chemical combination with it, 
or are only mechanically diffufed : we know not whether they 
occupy the lower, or higher parts of the room: whether they 
have a greater affinity to fixed, or to inflammable air, So far 
as we can afcertain, they feem only diffufed in the air, fome- 
times combined with inflammable air, and generally in the 
loftier parts ;. though, -if.we can depend on M, Maret’s expe. 
riments, of -which we have many doubts, contagion, in: its 
{pecific gravity, more ftrongly refembles fixed air. In this an- 
certainty, we are greatly comforted, by finding, that we can 
eafily difarm-this formigable enemy by ventilation only.. Free 
air either dilutes the poifon, or powerfully. corrects: it.. The 
fumes of vinegar with aromatics, have very little effect ; while 
the fhower of lime-water, at the fame time that it affifted -venu- 
lation, 
« 
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lation, cooled the air, and abforbed the fixed air floating in it: 
from thefe effects it feemed fo refrething. In fhort, con- 
ftant fupplies of frefh air are se neceflary ; they will {uper- 
fede every fumigation, and the ufe of every corrective: with- 
out them, nothing willbe completely effectual. 

The active benevolence of the inhabitants of Maidftone, and 
the attention of Mr. Day ought, however, to be mentioned. with 
the warmeft commendations, 
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Sermons tranflated from the original French of the late Rev.*Fames 
Saurin. By Robert Robinfon. Vol, V. v0, 55. 35 Dilly. 


Saurin’s Sermons, in the original, are twelve oftavo volumes, 
eleven of which are mifcellaneous, and one contains a repular 
fet of difcourfes for Lent, The four Englifh volumes comprer 
hend a felecétion of fermons from the whole, ranged in ees 
fort of order ; the firft being intended to convey proper ideas of 
God, the fecond to eftablith revelation, and fo on. The pre- 
fent volime i is mifcellaneous, and confifts of fourteen fermons, 
on the fatal Confequences of a bad Education, General Mif- 
takes, the Advantages of Piety, the Repentance of the un- 
chafte Woman, the Vanity of attempting to oppofe God, ima- 

inary Schemes of Happinefs, Difguit with Life, the Paffions, 
tranfient Devotions, the different Methods of Preachers, the 
deep Things of God, the Sentence paffed upon Judas by Jefus 
Chrift, the Caufe of the Deftruétion of impenitent Sinners, 
and the Grief of the Righteous for the Mifconduct of the 
Wicked. 

Though Saurin’s views of ‘religioi are not always fuch as a 
rational defender of Chriftianity ¢an approve, yet the vivacity 
of. his fentiments, the importance of his obfervations, the 

weight of his arguments, and the energy and animation with 
which he treats his fubjeéts, entitle him to a place among the 
molt ufefal and diftinguifhed preachers of his age. 

The tranflator appears to haye performed his part with fide- 
lity and fpirir, 


The Doétrine of a Providence, illuftrated and applied in a Sermon, 
preached to a Congregation of Pr:teftant Difjenters, at Notting- 
ham, Fuly 29, 17843 being the’ Day appointed for a General 
Thank/giving, .on the Conclufion of the late deflructive War, By 
the Rev. George Walker, F. RS. 8v0. 15. Johnfon. 


The topics, on which this writer infifts, a'¢, a due acknow- 
‘Jegement of God as the great ruler of the world, a fubmiffion 
to his will, the confolation which the wifdom and rectitude of 
his providence infpires, and a thankfulnefs for the mercies 
which, in the midft of his chaftilements, he is ftill.pleafed to 
leave in our poffeffion. 

In treating of ‘Providence, the author takes notice of feveral 
phenomena, which, he thinks, cannot be accounted for upon 
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natutal or mechanical principles. _ This is a common, but, we 
prefume, an.erroneous notion. Firlt, becaufe there are many 
natural caufes, which we cannot at prefent either fee or exe: 
plain ; and, fecondly, becaufe we cannot poffibly fet any bounds 
to the energy of mechanical caufes; fince it muft be univer- 

fally allowed, that the mechanift is God. 


The Sum of Chrifianity, in Four Books ; containing the Faith, the 
Temper, the Duty, and Happine/s. of a true: Chriffian, as held 
forth in the Scriptures. By William.Dalglie/b,. In Two Volumes. 
Sve. 165. in Boards. Bilis. 

In this work the author undertakes to delineate Chriftianity 
in all its effential parts, and thefe in their proper order and 
connection : that is, firit, the religious truths which Chrifti- 
anity reveals for our inftroétion, and which every man, who 
would be a Chriftian, muit know and believe: zdly, the re- 
Jigious principles and temper of mind which it requires in all 
men, and produces in all who fincerely believe and embrace it; 
adly, the various duties towards God, our neighbour, and our- 
felves, which it enjoins to all who embrace it, and which ever 
true Chriftian mat be careful to perform: and, 4thly, the fal- 
vation and happinefs which it promifes to a!l who truly believe 
and obey it, and which every fincere Chriitian thall obtain. 

Thefe are the effential parts of the Chriltiah religion, and 
this is the order in which this pious and refpectable writer has 
carefully arranged and explained them. But, as the logicians 
fay, ‘ quicquid recipitur, recipityr ad modum recipientis,’ the 
fyftem of Chriftianity, which is here prefented to the reader’s 
view, is that which has been ufually called Calviniftic. .The 
practical part is unexceptionable. .. 

MISCELLANEOUS, | 

E/fprit de Meilleurs Ecrivains Francois, 12mo. 73. Dilly. 

Our prefent collector is diffatisfied with the labours of his 
predeteffors, and prefents us with a different compilation. The 
great end is to-colle& from fuch authors as-have written de- 
tached pieces, that the felected part may be one entire whole ; 
and afford means to form the judgment, while the pupil ac- 
quires the language. Some moral reflections and maxims are 
confequently borrowed fronmr Rachefoucault : Saint Real fur- 
nifhes reflections on the ufe. of hiftory, f{ciences,. &c. Saint 
Evremond and. Pafcal their feveral ‘ thoughts.;’ the penetrating 
‘Bouhours, and the exa& Rapin, their critical. reflections, From 
Bruyere, the collector has borrowed general remarks.on life 
and manners, without any particular characters ;, from Boileau, 
the beft fatires and epiftles ; and from Corneille, the Cid. The 
views of this compiler, though exatt, are imperfe&.. While 
he attempts to form the judgment, he negleéts the ftyle of his 
pupil ; though fome of thefe authors are valuable for their 
energy, yet they are not proper models for a modern French- 
_man.. Perhaps the collector and ourfelves are too faftidious, 
_fince the pupil caf never be wholly confined to the Em, 

: - 
( 














Mon truty CatraLrocus,’ he 
of a fchool-book ; and, if it affift in teaching him the words 
and the idiom, more need not be expected, for more will be 
ufelefs. ‘The preface is well written, but fo mach in the En- 
glith ftyle, that if it be not the compofition of an Englifhman, 
the author has neglected his own idiom to acquire ours. 


Sympofia;-or, Table Talk in.the Month of September, 1784. Be- 
ing a rbapfodical i containing, among other Things, 
Balloon Intelligence for the Years 1785, 1786, and 1787. t2mo, 
25-6d. Bew. ; 

" This good-humoured author is ‘ rapt into future times.’ He 
looks up to Merlin and Noftredamus as his great predeceffors ; 
while Mefmer and Deflon only follow the reveries of Para- 
celfus, or the fancies of fir Kenelm Digby. ‘This«* rhapfody’ 
is indeed neither ‘ offenfive to the laws, religion, or politics of 
this kingdom :’ if it contains not the ‘ {mallet {prig’ of f{ci- 
ence, it abounds with * novel, innocent, mirth.’ The intro- 
duction is unfuitable to the work itfelf; and, though we 
allow. with the author, that it is of no confequence in what 
part of a book a good thing may be, yet it contains too much 
of the depravity of mankind, to {uit with the harmlefs humour 
of the reft; and, in one or two places, it feems to lean towards 
perfonal fatire. He examines mankind, and finds in the haman 
heart a great deal of avarice, prodigality, and oftegtation ; 
confequently the prodigal, the oftentatious, the avaritious, the 
fraudulent, and deceitful, will turn balloons to their own ufe. 

* Quorfum hac tam putida.tendunt?’ ‘Theie are the foun- 

dations of his prophecy ; on thefe hinges turn the events, which 

are fuppofed to happen; and the conjurer, as ufual, enly ap- 
plies general rules to particular cafes. | 
‘We have already given our opinion on this fubdje&; bat 

whether balloons are the popular amufement of the day, or a 
hilofophical invention, capable of improvements, and pro- 
ably of the greateft utility, our author’s humoar is agreeable, 

and his fancy copious. We thall extraé an article of intelli- 

gence from each year, as we think that the fucceffive ones are 
well adapted to a fcience fuppofed to admit of confiderable 

additions. sa , 

’ '€ "We are happy to affure onr readers, that the’ air-carriages 
ate found to be of fuch-urility,’ that they are daily increafing 
in number throughout the kingdom : -no lefs than fifty balloons 
were at their moorings in the various inns in Reading, in their 
way from Bath to London. ‘It is computed that not lefs than 
100,000 horfes: were formerly employed in conveying: people 
from ‘plate te place on account. of bufinefs, exclufive of thofe 
employed in the tranfportation of goods, and this number will 
appear exaggerated only to thofe who are unfkilied in political 

anthmetic; ‘the reduction of horfes for this purpofe cannot but . 

produce a: reduction in the price of grain.—A confummation 

devoutly to-be wifhed.’ —- i 

An the year 1786, the following advertifement appears : i bis . 
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 This-day is publithed a new Treatife on the Uppet Regions 
of the Air, being the refult of many obfervations thereon du- 
ring a cenfiderable time of refidence in.the Upper Regions of 
the Atmofphere, upwards of ten miles diftant from the earths 
~-Together with fome few remarks on the means of preferving 
a due refpiration in a pure zxther: calculated principally for 
the ufe of the gentlemen now engaged to make a journey to 
the moon. By T. B. member of the Lunatic Society in Moor- 
fields.’ . 

But in the year 1787, the invention feems to be almoft com- 
pleted ; and our author, if he indeed believes his own oracles, 
might have exclaimed with Pope, 

‘ Think what an equipage thou haft in air, 
And view, with fcorn, two pages and a chair.’ 

« Advertifement. Mr. Stargazer, of Halfsmoon-ftreet, being 
allowed by all thofe he has the honour to be acquainted with, 
to be the completeft builder of caftles in.the air of any archi- 
tect in this kingdom, begs leave to acquaint the nobility and 
gentry, that, fhould he meet with proper encouragement, he 
could fix places of refrefhment in the middle regions of the air, 
at feveral ftages in the courfe to Bath, whereby they might, on 
travelling thither, be accommodated with any thing they may 
want on the voyage, without the trouble. of hecailline to the 
earth—which cannot but be agreeable during the hot fummer 
months.’ 

’ We fhall take our leave of this merry author, by returning 
now, as we had not an earlier opportunity, his compliment of 
a * merry Chriftmas and a happy new year.’ 


Birth-day Converfation anticipated ; or, a Peep into the Drawing- 
Room, on the \8th.of January. sto. 15. 6d. Smith. . 
- ‘This author has contrived to bring together a number of 
eminent perfonages of both fexes; but their converfation is 
far from. doing honour to the Britifh court, either in point of 
ingenuity or delicacy. Should. he ever be admitted to more 
than an imaginary peep into the drawing-room, he foon would 
become fenfible that he has entirely mifreprefented the dialogue 
of that elegant aflembly. In the mean time, as we wifh him 
not to incur any Girappoiatment, we hope he has not alfo-ansi- 
cipated much profit from this production. ’Tis well.if it can 
afford a bottle of honeit port to celebrate her majefty’s birth- 
day. & 
Jn Addrefs to the Officers of the Britifo Army ; containing a Sketch 
-. of the Cafe of Capt. Kenith Mackenzie, who was lately tried by a 
— fpecial Commiffion at Fuftice-Hali in the Old-Bailey, for: the 
Murder of Kenith: Mackenzie, at Fort Morea, on the Coafi of 
Africas, Svo. 15. 6d. Kearfley. ; nas 


* While the cafe of captain Mackenzie ‘excites univerfal com- 
miferation, it alfo-expofes a very. important defect in the cri- 
minal jurifdiGtion of this country, fo famed for the equity of its 
decifions, both in refpect of what concerns the property and the 
life of the fubje&t. The mode of trialby a jury is the invaluable 
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privilege of Britons; but this privilege, however highly and juftly 
prifed, would become of little avail ‘to the public, fhould either 
the integrity or the underftanding of juries ever be found 
defe&tive. Of the integrity of the jury which tried captain 
Mackenzie, we do not imagine that the fmallef degree of 
doubt can be entertained; but, without any impeachment of 
their natural underftanding, their competency for judging in 
fuch a cafe as the prefent may reafonably be called in queftion. 
There is a palpable impropriety in trying by a civil jury the con- 
duét of a military officer for an act committed in the difcharge 
of his profeffional department. In a trial of fuch a kind, the 
prifoner is, in fa&, not judged by his peers, and is therefore 
denied the protection of that principle which is regarded as in- 
feparable from liberty. 

The author of the prefent addrefs has placed this circum- 
ftance in a very clear light; and his reafoning is, in our opi- 
nion, fo forcible, that it mu meet with general acquiefcence. 
If we are not mifinformed by the news-papers, an enquiry, at 
the command of his majefty, has lately been made into captaia, 
Mackenzie’s conduét by military officers. The refult of the 
inveftigation has not yet tranfpired, but there is the ftrongeft 
reafon to expeét, that by a tribunal fo conftitated, the oifence 
will not be deemed capital. From all the circumftances of 
the cafe, it appears that the condu& of captain Mackenzie wee 
dictated by neceflity ; and that, had he not exerted himfelf in 
the manner he did, not only his own life, but the poffeflion of 
the fortrefs, would have fallen a facrifice to that daring fpirie 
of mutiny difcovered by the deceafed, and with which thee 
was reafon to fear the whole garrifon was deeply contaminated, — 
That captain Mackenzie will receive his majeity’s pardon is 
not to be queftioned; but we cannot help regretting, that 
any fubjeét of the realm fhould be reduced to the fituation of 
a capital convict, under circumftances which ftrongly plead for 
a deviation from the ufual mode of trial in indictments of this 
kind, : 

A genuine Detail of the feveral my re Pofitions, and Move. 
_ ments of the Royal and American Armies, during the Years 1775 
and 1776; with an accurate Account of the Blickade of Bofton, 
and a Plan of the Works on Bunker's Hill, at the Time it was 

abandoned by his Majefty’s Forces on the 17th of March, 1776. 

By William Carter. 4f0. 25. 6d. Kearfley. 

The information afforded by thefe letters may be true, but 
they feem not to relate the whole truth ; and Mr. Carter’s au- 
thority is in general too vague to convey any fuch idea of the 
military tranfactions, as might enable us to judge with régard 
to the condu& of the commanding officers on either fide, The 
letters are fhort and diitinét, but {9 ‘inconfequential, for the 
xeafon we have mentioned, that we fhall make no‘other obfer- 
‘vation to Mr. Carter than. = sae 

s jubes renovare dolorem,’ 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


To the Epiror of the Crrricar Revizw. 
SIR, 

AS you were fo obliging as to announce my intention to res 
vive the Theological Repoftory,’1 hope you will indulge me once 
more with leave to acquaint the friends of free inquiry, that 
the Firft Namber of it was publifhed on the rft of December laft, 
the Second will be ready for publication on the 1ft of February 
next; and that it will continye to be publifhed occafionally, as 
proper materials are received for it, Several very important 
articles are already in the courfe of difcuffion ; and as it will be 
open to any query, or diffcalty, relating to religion, and it is 
wifhed that the writers fthould conceal their names, it is hoped 
that many perfons may derive great afliftance from it in their 
enquiries. A particular account of the plan of the work may 
be feen in the Jutrodudtion to it. ‘Lam, Sir, 

Birmingham, Your obliged humble fervant, 
25th Fan. 1785. J. PRIESTLEY. 





To the Epitor of the Caiticar Review. 
SIR, 

. AS you have admitted into your candid and ufeful publi- 
cation, a cenfure on the (fuppofed) indelicacy of thofe who, 
during the life-time of the authorefs of the * Introduétion ta 
the reading of the Scriptures,’ have printed a new edition of 
that little piece, with ‘ defalcations and ajterations,’ fome of 
the perfons involved in that cenfure, requeft the favour that 
you would make their apology to the lady and the public, by. 
ftating the real fa& in your Review. 

They folemnly declare. that they neither knew from what 
hand that work had proceeded, nor whether the writer of it 
was alive. Much pleafed however both with the plan and the 
execution of thie work, and urged by the defire of farther ex- 
tending its utility, they formed the refolution of publifhing a 
new edition of it; in which defign, as well as in a fafpicior 
that the writer was dead, they were confirmed, by underftand- 
ing that the work had been out of print for fome years. 

nder thefe cireymftances, the production feeming to them 
to have become publici juris, they refolved that the new edition 
fhould be improved with fuch alterations and remarks as would 
accomimodate it more generally to the different fects of Protef- 
tants. Having been actuated neither by motives of emolument nor’ 
fame, but merely by benevolence, and a regard ‘to the interefts: 
of Chriftianity, they flatter themfelves that their comdaét will 
not incur the difapprobation of a lady who has herfelf difplayed, 
in that caufe, fo much, Zeal as well as abilities. | 

This, Sir, is the trae flate Of the cafe; and if you will be fo 
good as to communicate it to the public, you will do a favour 
to all concerned, and particularly to the 

aii Epitor of the Introduétion, Sc- 


om 






